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intellectual products as a function of their official duties. The Survey does maintain
property rights to the physical and digital representations of the works.

QUALITY STATEMENT

The Arizona Geological Survey is not responsible for the accuracy of the records,
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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES FILE DATA

PRIMARY NAME: FERGUSON COPPER PROPERTIES

ALTERNATE NAMES:
LAST CHANCE PROPERTY
OWENS PROPERTY
JIMMIE OWENS PROPERTY

PINAL COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 612A

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 8 S RANGE 12 E  SECTION 35 QUARTER SE
LATITUDE: N 32DEG 41MIN 25SEC  LONGITUDE: W 111DEG 04MIN 10SEC
TOPO MAP NAME: TORTOLITA MTS - 7.5 MIN

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER

COMMODITY:
COPPER
SILVER
GOLD
BIBLIOGRAPHY:

ADMMR FERGUSON COPPER PROPERTIES FILE

WAR MINERALS REPORT 1943-LAST CHANCE MINE
(COPPER)

ADMMR U FILE
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' MATONE COPPER

Cu, Au, Ag :
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7 Mrs. Ethel Ferguson, Box 1397, El Paso, Texas '43

FERGUSON, Ethel
Box 1397
El Paso, Texas 1-20-243

See MATONE COPPER - Re assay by ﬂ'q-& R' o
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The Z1 Paso Times El Paso Herald-Post

An Independent Newspaper A Scripps-Howard Newspaper
MORNING and SUNDAY . EVENING

NEWSPAPER PRINTING CORPORATION

EL PASO, TEXAS
September 27, 1945

Mr., Charles Dunning, Director
Department of Mineral Resources,
Homebuilders Bldg.

Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Mr. Dunning:

I am sending you a map of six townships, suppli-
,mentary information of the development of my Last
/ @hance mining property.

¥ Gold, silver and some small amount of manganese
has been mined in this vicinity but not enough:
development done to prove the possibilities. Lvery-
one has become discouraged. The land is held by
stockraising homestead and leases, .mineral resources,RJl ’
to the government. If the Department of Mineral
Resources would do the technical work, I would be
glad to submit my claims and believe the Federal
government would appropriate the money.

It would not interfere with the four cattlemen
who are using those public lands and we might have
something.

Yours very truly,

L =7909. 70
Mrs. Ethel Fefguson

Box 1397
Bl Paso, Texas

P.5.- Please return enclosures if you have dupli-
cates in your files.

EF/pv



Qctober 9y 1945

Mrs. Ethel Forguson
Box 1397
Tl Paso, Texas

Dear Mrs. Ferguson:

Mr. Dunning has just received word from Governor Osborn
authorizing him and myself to attend the El Paso convention uext
month. The Governor will be unable to &atbtend perscnally but will
prepare g message which we will present and hope it can be given
suitable publicity. o s
: v

I am returning the maps on the Last Chance propsriy gince
we have duplicates in our filss. You realize of course how little
progress is being made in mining development these days dus largely
to uncertainty concerning the future of copper and gold. I feel
quite optimistic, however, that if secondary copper is stockpiled
as proposed and gold advances in price as is expected, there will
be ample capital available for new mining opsrations. Much also
depends on the avtitude of the 8,F.C. and the trend here is in the
right direction.

The labor situation of courss is bad - new mines cannoi
bs opened at the existing high wage levels until prices are adjusted.
We can only hope for the best.

Hoping Vo see you in FEl Paso, I =

Youys very truly,

Gmorge A. Ballem
Asgistant o he Director

GAB:ILP
fnca



P. 0, Box 1397
EL PASO, Texas,
September 25, 1945

MR, CHAS. H. DUNNIMG, Director,
Department of Mineral Resources,
Homebuilders Bldg.,

Phoenix, A r izona,

Dear Mr. Dunning:

Since the atomic bomb and the mining of carnotite in Arizona, I know
the Department of Mineral Resources will want to make more investigat-
ions of the radiocactive metal deposits.

See by the press the government is reserving all deposits of uranium,
actinium, torium and other radio active metals.

My lLast Chance property in Pinal County was investigated but not enough
work done to determine the possibilities. (This was for copper only.)
However, with the depletion of copper, as well as other strategical
material, seems to me the war has demonstrated the need of domestic

production, as well as stock piling.

There is also silver and I don't know what the silver situation means.

I have exhausted my resources, but since no one has questioned the merits
of the property, and it is a matter of financing the property, something

should be done.

There are pitchblende deposits and the surprising applications recently
discovered for radiocactive substances, should be utilized for general
benefit of society. I say this because my copper property has been kept out
of production by the big mining companies who have foreign copper they

want to import and a cowman who wants the water developed at mine.

You advanced. the only conatructive idea that was mentioned, when you were
here in El Paso last year. I wonder if you will be here this year? If
so, I would like to meet you and talk over the situation.

The public lands are also confused and the state is not getting the
revenue they should from grazing leases and mining on state land. My
county was not surveyed until 1919, and I have a very accurate map of the
six townships surrounding the mine, (thanks to my late husband), but I
don't believe any other rancher has.

It is such a colossal proposition thet I won't go into it, but I would
1ike to have my property further investigated and put into production,



Chas. H. Dunning - Page 2,

I understand d'Autq%bnt put down some drill holes, without my per-
mission, and said results "discouraging"”. But I also have reliable
information that not enough work was done to determine the possibili-
ties of my property. The war demonstrates we need domestic resources
and our copper reserves have been depleted 34%. No big deposits of
copper have been found, although $4,000,000 was appropriated for dis-
covery alone. Would like to see the Department of Mineral Resources
take the lead. The small mine owners feel like they have been "sold
down the river®, But don't quote me, for it is not the diplomatic

thing to say.
Very truly yours,
v gzzy%7,<,¢/<,div(,//

Ethel Ferguson



Box 495
Tueson, Arizons

Hrs. Ethel Ferguson
Box 1397

El Passo, Texa:

[#5]

Dear Mrs. Ferguson:

Ro doubt oy this time you nave hesrd from Mr. Mulheran
relative to a pending deal on your copper property. T have kapt
the pot poiling on this sven thouwsh wou heven't heard vsry much
from ms during the past yosarv, o

I can assure you that any coatrsct you enter into with
the §'Avtremonts willi be to your sdventsge., I huave spent consider-
able Vime selling sham wnd their zaseciztes on the ides of a
isaching opsration, and I belisve a desl now depends on your
getiing togsther with Mr. Goff. I know you have expressed a
wiliinguess to do this and hope you 8till are of the asme mind.

Keep me posted on developments end it mey be thet I
can be of service Lo you. '

With kindest regards, I am

Yours very truly,

George A, Ballam
aAgslsbent to the Director



304 - XXX

April 11, 1944

Mrs, Ethel Ferguson
Box 1397
Bl Paso, Texas

Dear Mra. Fergusons

Many thanks for your letter of Friday snd sm
gorry to hear that you have to undergo an oparation, but am
pleased to know you are now back in good shape, merely needing
a chance to rest. Arizopa should be a good place for thet.

We have changed our office and am right next door
to your attorney, Mr. Mulhern.

The RFC are sbill considering favorably loans
on copper properties. The copper situation has been reversed

in the last few months and they ars now crying a shortage of
copper.

Gagoline and tires are still tight and I believe

you would fare better by coming by train than by ear,

Hoping to sse you soon, I am

Very truly yours,

4« 8« Coupal
Director

JEC: TES
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Febraury 4, 1944

Mrs, Ethel F@rguaoﬂ
Box 1397
Fl Paso, Texas

_ Dear Mrs. Fergusons

I am sorry to hear, in your letter of the 3rd that
your application for loan has been disapproved. The War Production
Board may have the power $0 proceed despite the legal digpute on
title, but this is only dome in exceptional cases ifat all.

There is another point which may have influenced the decision
apart from the title question and that is the fact that we now have
an excess of copper for immediate war needs and thsre ig no desire
on the part of the Govermment to open up new propertieg excepting
where they show exceptionally high values and low costs.

. _
I am at a loss to give you snmy further edvigé on the
property as I know nelgher privete capital mor Govermment funds
care to enter into mine opsrations where a title is ipvolved,
Very truly yours,

P

J. S, Coupal
Director

JoC: TES






January 8, 1944

Hrs. Ethel Perguson
1 Paso Herald _ ]
1 Paso, Texas

Dear Mrs. Ferguson:
Please pardon my delay in replying tc your letter
of Decembsr 31.

talked with W. B. Oeohring regarding vour property,
as did Mr, Bellam, end we gave Mr. Bisbee, the fleld en- ‘
gineer, all of the informstion neecessery so that he could ‘ \
gontact Mr. Goff and make the oxumination. I understend i
the examination was made this week and your spplication i
wlll go to Washington with $he report by the R.F.C. X
enginesr. The reports are confidential so we will heve to
awalt the processing of your application in Washington.

Yours very truly,

J. 8. Coupal, Director
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RECONSTRUCTION FINANCE CORPORATION
WASHINGTON

325 Heard Bldg.
Phoenix, Arizona
December 29, 1943

Mrs. Ethel Ferguson
P. 0. Box 1397
El Paso, Texas

Re: Mrs. Ethel Ferguson
Docket No. Phoenix B-L9L

Dear Madam:

I have today received your application for a loan
of $10,000 on your copper mine in Pinal County,
Arizona.

It will be necessary for us to send an éngineer to
examine this mine, but first I would like you to
advise me what arrangements you wish to make for our
engineer's visit, and whom will he meet and where,to
show him over the property and assist him. Upon
receipt of advice from you, we will set a definite
date for the examination.,

Yours very truly,

=W > %&)ﬁwxyz

W. B. GOHRING
Supervising Engineer

WBG:denm

cc: Washington
1lc Applic.
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Decamber 7, 1943

Mra. *th 2l Fepgzuson
P Box 1397

« O
El Paso, Texas

Dear Mrs. Ferguson:

In Mr, Coupal's absence to the northern pavrt of the State, I will
reply to your letter of December 6, 19453.
ce. These loans are
.1_.&1. "t.ﬂ b].k_4 1“‘: fI‘Om

&

You should avply for
'ﬁil‘ being made, It wi
ne following cgencys

aﬁ RFC loan on the Last Cn
be uscs *y Tor you §

w:s
¢
o)
o g
C‘l"

r

W. B. Gohring
Supervising Enginecr, RFC
325 Heard Buildiag
Phoenix, Arizona

Meanwhils, you mey ooply for a zerﬂ_quota which maices you eligible for the
five-cent prewium ov sevenbesn~cent prics on copper. An alfidavit for making
application is enclosad.

T

You mlwnt algo apply for tue advance premium since s deadlins Tor these
ayplications has been set for Decerber 31, 1943. If your applieation is made
before that time, it will be eligible for consid cteflon- The necegsary blanks
are encloged for this application which should be submitited in gqusdruplicate.

(S o
0

We have been keeping your properdy in ths foveground whenever any interest
has been shown in the opeping of a new copper wine, It is unfortunate that you
have had no actiom so far, but I believe your intentiom to work it yourself is
a good move. You can bs assured of our auslstuncn

Any covrrespondence, to save time, should be dirscted to Mr. Coupal at
the Phoenix office as I spend only pard time here and will be back in Tucsan
next weak.

With kindest psrsonal regards, I am
Yours very truly,
. George A. Ballam
Asgistant to the Direector

A TS

THC
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November 13, 1943

Mraz. Bthel Farguson
G/Q ¥l Paso Herald-Po

T e Y e
L Paso, Texasg

Dgar Mrs. Ferguson:

Many theanks for your letter of Thursday and I am 80Ty you were
unable to meed Mr. Potter, M¥r. Hall and Mr. Potter are svidently pre-
vared to try and buy out #r. Goff snd ir they do that it will be possible
to deal on your property. Hone of the properiies justifies according to
the present pructice of buying mines, a considersbie cash payment or
even a very moderste caé, and I doubt very much if the parties interssted

weuld even considesr Ilmﬂy Owens claims. That is, however, sntirely up
to them.

Y ctor that has just crouped up in the copper
gituation end that is = 2ént order issued from Weshington stating %
that no advenced premiuwm: copper will be grsnted after Lecember 31,
1943. Thut mesns the best anyone can get will be 17 cents a pound for
thelr copper. The copper si uutxon is not encouraging as reports from

1zton indicate that there is available now sufficient copper to
: ra of the sar necessiiy needs snd the situation on coprer i8 no
ger eritical p“OVLded they maintain present production which seems

reasonable to expech This informstbtion wae not availabls to me at the
tlue I phomed, you and oz wirs on this ot wnd 8 discussion of it came

chout on noon Wednesday. . .

I will continue to wsork with ¥r. Hall snd | hope to hear from him
witihdn & few dsys. '

0n account of the new change in blw Coppay sitygation brought sbout
by & revisioa of the Tigures for cop par iirements for distincetly. war
sffort, it is going to be @ 1little more difficult for private. cayital
to consider golng inte new copper production as ths Covermment -orders are

distinet move to discourage opening up new properiies. This is not

very cheerful news but it is the comiition a5 we now Tind it.

With best wishkes, I am .

FJoGiLy : J. 8. Coupsl, Director
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Qcteber 18, 1943

e
1722 Fast Sixth Strest
Tuegon, Arizona

Deur Mr, Halls ’

Many thanks for your letter of October 15. I do
think that it would be advisable for you to meed with and confer
with Mr. Hulhsra of Phoenix who ls the attorney for Mrs. Ferguson
on her property.

It is dmpossible for me bo say delfinitely whether or not
an operating losn can be obbtained on the property to provide the
necessary mining eyuilmesnt, camp building, opergting capitel, ste.

As soon ag you definitely know whether or not you can
make a deal that would be satisfactory to you, I would suggsest that
you prepare a mine lodn application. Thers is 1o %elling before hand
whethar or not wmuch & loasd will be granbed.

In the application it 1s necessary bo prepare and present
full information regarding the property with esbimates of costs
of mining, good sampling and zsseying of the ore body as exposed,
outline your operating plans and show delinitely that gou have a
market for the ore.

you refarding this when

I will be glad to conisr with yo
arrived gt a tentutive deal

you are prepared and when you have
on the properdy.

Yours very truly,

T80 HES J. S Coupal, Director
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Coupal,
Builders
ArTizona.
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"CU tor
ilding
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. Counal:

Ny tjlc nkg for vour
ening upon my return

I have heard nothing fur L
sks ago ghe was to advige and

3 J ‘_lﬁ_
iﬁllh@rn,

1ling to lease me her QJOP .ty

v

:ation that I contact her attorn

&ood one

In the meantine ni]l you be kind
me whether or not I could zet an opera 7 loan from
Thig loan would be used to purchase - L nrausng“ m :
camp buildin operating capital, ete, Roughly I have es timated
that between 0,000,000 and $h0,000.0“ would be nec ry. WNaturally
L would personslly furnish the funde neceszary to take care of the
Goff matter.

el

02 a’l)

T
1

ly 1d

ea would be to put the property on a shipping
basis of 100 to 150 tons 1uily imnediately. At the same time do
whatever trenching that was necessary to determine the extent of the
ore body and to pu down a few diemond drill holes in clos ¢ Proxii-
ity to the present well, to be followed by other holes should the
results of the trenchlag prove gatisfactory.

T would appreciate any help. fou nay’

give me in this matter
pejrely y:2%7
e, ;ﬁy/
ames I

-

evable to
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for Mra,.

the Ferguson
with the

ary shortly

o drs. Fa

n has, and we both
you an « Mulhern
zubhiority to act for Mrs. Ferguson
Goft or with M Gotff¥s uttornay.
38 thet you comntsct

Mra. Ferguson.
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DEPT. MINERAL assouace?i
i

RECEIVED

Dear George:

reoort 8
che YeConnell-

Tfor get

DILOMD
palmer reoorb

If I understand the status of
C o

ing to be able to keep Mrs. Fergu in oha

cone, and-the only way a nbn] oua bu made 1

be wovks is by meking some kind of @ doal . )

give her s clean bill of hGOWLh This may necessi La+g tho buy

of his whole 1t nch which I dont beleive would run into a hell

a lot of money. Tave you any idea what his ranch can be bouvhb for.

ey ET 2

cess of this undertu ing one
leaagt 100 tons of o

To make any kind of a suc
T !
e gum of money to prope
a
0

would have to operate on a scale of a
daily and it would take a considerab
equlp the property for such an undert

kinz. Do you think that

would have any btrouble in getbing e government loan to do This and
if so whst kind of a loan should s apply for and how high could I

2o in asking for the necegsary funds.

Vgturally I understand that I would have to provide
the necessary funds to get rid of Goff, but T beleive that I could
do this prOV¢ded I was assured of Government hel® in the way of a
loan sufficient to get me equipped and operating.

“r . Ferfuson seems very anxious to do business but

ag yet I have been unable to get her to give me price and conditions.
T understand that Qn attorney in Phoenix named Ifulheim represents
her and that he has a one half interest in her property, and I have
a hunch that he is holding up the deal. Personally I think that
thevy are damned lucky to have any one comne foward oﬂd pull them out
of the legal mess that they are in, and I aont know why thev delay
in giving me-the price and tcrm“ A Tew ars azo she offered me the
deal for $10,000,00 on stra Lght roqutv baSJS, and a rovalty basis
is the only way we could deal to get a Government loan., The price
does not mean so much if it 1s any where within reason and the lease
long encugh,

l**.l

(D 631

)

ny sug ations that vou may be able to give me will be

greatly ﬁho?eCW sted,

Thanking you and with best wishes, I am,

S
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Mrs. Fthel Ferguson
il Puso Herwvld-Post
Tl Paso, Texas

Dear Mrs. Ferguscon:

Many thanks for your lebtter and as ststed, I
see no way of getting sny exploration work done withoutb
Tirst coming to = pesceful agreement out of court with
Goff.

Would it be scceptedble to you te go 50-50 with
Gof7 on any deal that might be made to open up your
rronarty?

I you will indicate just how you wouwla deal,
either Mr., Ballem or I might contact Qoff znd look efter
vouyr interests in thet monner.

With best wishes, I am

Yours very truly,

J. 8. Coupal, Director









Septemboer 2, 1943

Mra. Ethel Fsrguson
El Paso Tines
51 Paso, Tezus

Dear Wrs. Ferguson:

I was glad to get your letber and I have discussed the Last

Chance work with Ueorge Ballun. ' T
e

~You mey still be of the opinien that you s&ve going to Tizht this
case to a finish end either g w2 property back or bave Goff'szs sitle.
confirmed. Whether or nod such is the ssne progrsm to follow is up to
you. Personally, from the discussion I had with UGeorge Ballam after nis
balk with ¥Mr, Goff, I feel culte sure thet if Goff was properly spproached, |
a deal might be made whereby the title to the mining property would be :
clesred provided you and Goff were . to shere in sny returns thot might eoms
Pron a desl.

If the property is opersted Goff kanowg that he could get probably
& petter water supply to replace the preseat wiloh would seturally be
disturbed if wmining operations were made. He does not want to take “ny
aetive port in mining but he does fesl zs though he bought u Government
title und that he is entitled to everything on the ladd which includes &
portion of your mining ¢laim. Naturally he ig going to fight to a finish
and this mesns & costly litigation for both of you.

-

’

You may believe you cap find some way of getiinog the Govermmant
to fight your battle end get them to revoke the title slready given to
Goff or rather to the party frow whom he purchesed.the property. I
seriously question this ma the Goveroment zave the title and naturslly
it is going te be difficult to find =ny other branch of ths Government
who will try to work for a rescinding of the title already granted.

Hy homest auggestion would be for you to call peacefully on Mr.
Goff and enter into en egreement, if possible, wheredy vou btwo would zo
50-50 on the desl and then try toc interest some ssrious minded people in
mining. If it is necessary, George Ballem or I could gzo with you to ase
Wr. Goff.

. This mey not sult you at «ll but it is the -only possible out that
I personally csn ses unless you are prepsred to enter a long costly
litigetion, and my views are t.at life is too short to waste doing that.

With best wishes snd kindest regards,

JoC s Ly Js 8. Coupeld, Director.
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Mre, Dthel Farguson
Box 1397

El Paso, Texas

Mrg. Pergusons

and rebturn the ene
Property., This will

Will you kindly £i11
he Jimnle Ows

i

cloged meport for bth
be of assistance iu orepsenting propaerbty o jnterested
partics. '

I have told a number of people about your Lash
Chance Mine and they will undoubtedly conbact you. Among
then were Mudd-Wiseman and W, O. Humphrey of Pabtagonis.
Hope the drilling operastion shows & real mine.

Will be back in Tucson nexbt weshk,

Yours very btruly,

Geoorge A. Ballam
Agaistant o the Director

A ™ R
GAB:TE .

—— e
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hugust 27, 1943

Mrg, Ethel Forguson

Box 1397
¥l Paso, Tsxyag v

Dear Mrs, Fergusons

I have just receivsd a memo from George Ballam after he had met and
talked with Mr. Goff. He states that Goff has been sdvised by good
authorities that his patent camnct be set sside apd Goff states

that he will take all the sbeps he can to defend the property. Ballam
statas that Goff says he has rafused to 5110W'you om any representative
admigsion to the mine snd will continue to 4o so and that he is ready
to deal with any reputable ousfit but that such dealings must be with
him as ownser, '

I undsrstand that Mr. Frank Wright hes investigated the Last Chence
or the Mudd-Wiseman interests and that he f und the property intereste
ing but turned it down on account of the inmeviteble litigation no
matter who he dealg with.

I sfill see no way out or a solution of your difficulties’exeépting
& continued legal fight to clear up the title and I do not believe

any. Federal aid csn assist in solving your problem. It is oursly
and simply a case for the Civil Courts,

Yours very'truly

Js 5. Coupsl
Director

JSCIJE



Aug 24, 1943 f,;’f

MEMORANDUM Tast Chance
(Pinal Co,)

Tos Director,’vf Dept, Mineral Resources
From: George A, Ballanm

‘While on Oracle trip, ran up to this property on
Florence Highway, just north of Oracle Junction, Talked to Goff,'
the rancher, who bought the seript and elaims ownership of mineral,
He has been advised that his patent cannot beg set aside, and will
take all steps to defend property, He haw refused to allow Xrs,
Ferguson or any represéntative of hers admission to the mine,’ and
will continue to do so, Says’any representation on her part that -’
there is anj change in status, or that the ground is to be drilled,
is all bunk, He is ready to deal with any reputable’outfit, but
was emphatic that any such dealings will be with him, as owner,

Frank Wright had investigated this thing For Mudd-
Wiseman, He found it interesting but turned it down on account of
the inevitability of litigation no matter which way one went,

It would appear that it ig out for the duration of
title uncertainty,




August 11, 1943°

¥ra. Bthael Yerguson
Box 139%
£l Pasgo, Texas

I

Dear Mrs, Fergusoni

Muny thanks for your letber of August &, and I

will say you did a geod Job in getting the item

in the paper. That item alopne should be gulficisnt
to attract some potantial buyers.

I will be zlad so gall your propsriy o the
attention of amyone whom I think would like to
tackle gueh property as theﬁ&ast Chance. I will
- say, however, that it takes pPFetiy good minsrs
and thers are very foew of tham in the markeb
nows Hogt of the cperabtors sve looking ior
Government money and you cannot bleme them for
g0 doing,.

As L said, I will be glad to call your propstiy
o the attendion of anyone who might be intercasted.

Boest wishes,

.

J. 8.4 Goups
Director

J5Cs Je
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CARTER GLASS, VA., CHAIRMAN

KENNETH MC KELLAR, TENN, GERALD P. NYE, N, DAK.

CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ, STYLES BRIDGES, N, H.

ELMER THOMAS, OKLA, HENRY CABOT LODGE, JR., MASS.

MILLARD E, TYDINGS, MD. RUFUS C. HOLMAN, OREG, .

RICHARD B, RUSSELL, GA, WALLACE H, WHITE, JR., MAINE ’ :) i
PAT MC CARRAN, NEV, CHAN GURNEY, S. DAK. TrLe XIS ercie
JOHN H, OVERTON, LA, C. WAYLAND BROOKS, ILL;

JOHN H. BANKHEAD, ALA, :

JOSEPH €, o'MAHOI‘;EY. WYO. COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

HARRY S. TRUMAN, Mo, o

THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. I. :

FRANCIS MALONEY, CONN. Aprl l 26 I 194 5

DENNIS CHAVEZ, N. MEX.
JAMES M. MEAD, N, Y.
WALL DOXEY, MISS.
BURNET R. MAYBANK, S, C,

EVERARD H. SMITH, CLERK
JOHN W. R. SMITH, ASST, CLERK

Mr. J. S. Coupal, Director
State Department of Mineral Resources
413 Home Builders Buillding
Phoenix, Arizona
My deaxr Sam:

| I want to thank you for your good letter of
April 22, with which you enclosed a copy of a report
made by the Bureau of Mines on the Eésy Chance
propérty in Pinal County owned by Mrs. Ethel
Ferguson., This information has been most helpful

to me, and I certainly appreciate your courtesy.

With kindest personal regards, I am,




Kras. Bbebhl ¥Ferguson
Bow 1397

Bl Paso, Taxas

Thank you for your letber of Lpril 20,

ust had a long wi'* irum.&enata? Heyden regerding
& semation which was wired

gy A
e

VOuUr B cssisted him in
hack to Senator Hayden, In bthe wire we Stantion to the Tact
thet Senator Meaelfurlane knew of your casss and kboqu he gonuultad,

You must bear in mind
Iorty aecrsa of soript a :
loast gave 1% to the original applicant for the
to expeet thom bo deny bthe sutent which they have gran
process bthrough court.

I see ho obther zunswer to this and {eel
outlined to. ;ou ghould &>t the dztuation e¢nunﬁa Upe
wag bo get a restralning order on Hoor L S0me

agreement MLth Gofl so that the minsrval arss J*Aut\vﬁ wroven
ups Once it iz proven definitely and resulis warrant arting of
erations I believs Goff ig entitled to somc *n“mcurvamcnu. You may
Aiffor with this opinion uut irrs spective of whab has hapnensed in the

past, Wr. Gofl is the re cwner of the fordty scres which laps
over part of your mining wo )

Mining csnnot be done din the best showling w1tnout ruining the well
which represents the main value of the fordy acres in gusstion.

I am in bopsas that we nay he somebiing rogarding this {rom
Senstor Hayden after b2 gets our wive, a repord on the vroporty, and

FERATS) '\)‘»)H-L‘.‘:Lllt"»')\i with & 3.'{}01“ Maofsrlane on y(ﬂl TG L;(;I’?;\; "

Very truly yours,

s
Js e Coupald, Director

JECkk
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Dear Mr, Coupal,

I was glad to get your letter of April 15th and to
learn of the encouraging results of the committee meetings,
On account of train schedules the meeting in New Mexico has
been held up but I plan to attend. I was told yesterdey
that the meeting would be held in Silver City instead of

Deming.
ﬂy trouble goes back to the rrdctlce of the General

Land Office of issuing stockraising and scrip patents over
valld mining claims. Tn the past the cattlemen had no regard
for facts. As in my case you Iknow, having been on the pro-
perty that there are no improvements or crops. Mr. Goff
merely put a fence around 40 acres of scrip and across the
Lagt Chance, I suppose at the advice of hisg lawyer, and he
certainly iasn't entitled to any cash consideration for he
knew that the country was held by mining claims,

heads of the departments, and that also includes
te polltlcu, woulu fooe ‘the cht end realize

be able bo do something.

Since January, counting the trip I made to meet you and
Mr. Ballam end the past trip, I have spent more than 500400,
And oonsiderinb our initial investident in Pinal County and all
these yeurs since my husband's death it has cost nme at leas?t
@100,000,

Since I have no expense money and have financed these
trips solely out of my s aWary I do not feel like polng any
further. The vroperty is there on record and I have “een"dr1g
into the courts, not once but twice, without any provocation
so you can draw your own conclusions of what I think about

he Arizona courts, I have written Senator Hayden to this
effect also the Governor, Séunator lacFarland knows about the
"funny" business for he was the judge in the case, Another
angle is the State Highway Department., To my certain knowledge
they, elong with the State Land Commissioner until Mr. Williams
was appointed, played along with these cattlemen at the expense
of any decent respectable citizen., But they!re "in" and there
is nothing that I can do about it. I had hopes when Osborn
went in that he would clean up the Highway Department but so
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far as I can see nothing has been done, politics as usual,

S0 as I have sald before "in a great wmany words" I am through,
finished, And by the way this is a personal letter, not to be
put in your files,

If and when the patent is revoked on this land I will let
you know, ‘ ‘

About the application for a loan. They told me at the
Bureau of Mines thet appropristions would be made and that I
could get sulphuric acid which the Sierra Metals Company wes
unable to get. I am sending you & map which was made by the
General Surveyor with maerkings so- that you may know over whatb
a vast scope of country development hes been held up and de-
layed. The Ferguson homestead is the Swiso ranch, my cattle
ranch, and the draftsman made a mistake, All the country is
held by stockraising homestead, Taylor land, and state selected
land which comes under Act 8 of the Taylor Bill with all
minerals reserved to the government.

Sincersly ' iﬂbhjzAhALAf7\\

Mrs, Ethel TFerguson
Box 1397
El Pagso, Texas



Honorable Curl Hayden
United States Sanate
Waghi 'zg,t:cm, e Co

Doar ﬂenator Haydent
ragarding the tﬁlegraﬁ whial was
iadm owned by Mrs,  Ebhe STEUEON s

Just

I am enclosing a resord by the Buresw of Mines on the Last Chance
which was recently made and I might state that s large part of ths infore
mation was raﬁhwr@d from dave that Mes, Ferguscn had on hand., I exsmined
the property end aivised Mrs. Ferguson %o the procedure and Cherlie ¥Willis
hag stated tu conditions surrounding ths property clearly to FOUe

It is dmcid&dly & court question Ho sebble whether or The pabented
gerist 1 end owned by Goff was velid or Lraudulently ontainsd,

The suggestion made by this Departuent after looking over the pro-
perty and consulblng with the attorneys representing Mrs. ¥Yerguson was
to obtain the restraining information agsinst Yberling so that free
accoss might be had to the property and to.then plan on diawond drilling
to determine the value and exbent ff bhie proverty axnd when complasted znd
ﬁreprfcd to close negotiations with Goff so as to buy frow him whebsver

orhion of the ground as was necsssary, I believe that ir. Golf would
agressble o some suvch plan, The seript homestead iz valuable due
to the fact that a well with good water i“ located on that portion which
overlaps the wmining claim. Ths well is locuted in the best showing of
ore «nd any work done in rewoving ths oro would ruin ths well., I helieve
other water could be o&81ly obtained on otlier portions of the forty acre
gseript homestoad.

B

i)

b )

te Fergason has been {vlly sdvised bub wants the ge”ﬂrnmnnt !
Fight the case aund nrove the validity of claims snd I cannod
gae how thls can oe dons,

Vith bost wighes and kindest rogavds, I am '

Vory truly yours,

SOkl J. &, Goupel, Divector



April 15, 1943

Mrs. Thhel Ferguson
Box 1397
El Pase, Texes

Dear Mre, Ferguson:

i

or your letter of April 9 and pardon my delsay in

%
)

¥ Ty 2n 4 E
Hany thanks

replying.

The hsarings by the Sub-committee on Mining of the Senute Small
Business Committse wers very successful ‘and I am sorry to say that your
property was not bdrought up for diseussicn.  The object of these lLearings
wag to have the individusls present thelr problems snd tbhelr evidence. In
this connec¢tion ¥ would sey that there iz to be & hearing at Deming, New
- Mexico on April 24 sund 1t might be possible for you to attend that hearing
- and prosent your evidence so that it might be placed in the Congressional
. Racord,

There are no new developments at present in the copper situation
excepbing & rromise by one of the representatives of the War Production |
Board 2%t the hearing in Prescott that everything possible would be done
to get cut more copper and that, if necessury, & price batteL bhan the
present bonus of § cents would ba nald.

Regarding your propsrty I do believe that the plan suggested is tm
only sound one; nemely, an investigation by drilling, if possible, to  \ R
determine the velue of the property. Now thet you Mave & vestraining in- 1
Junction on Mr. Eberling so thub you have access %o the property, I see ne

reasen why any prospective investor or investigetor cannot go on to the L fkh
property and do whatever work he desires in order to debermine the next l A "}\
step which would be to deal with Mr.-Geff. I do belleve that Mr. Goff will' K
be entitled to u cash conslderation as he purchased the property and hes & | ‘f
U. 9, Title, even though it may be as you clalm, an invalid one. % % X
,"; X ‘-\_ }

I must still stick by my statament that to settle that issue it will
be necsssdry to go to the courts and no emount of pressure from various = -
gources will helps T may be wrong but this is my best judgment. : NN
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Dear lix. Coupal,

I am woidering how the Senatorial Investigating
Committee came out end if my property was brought up in
the hearings, I bhelieve that production would be increased
1f the government would kick out those cattlemen who have
Practically been subsidized all these years with free range .
and let the miners work. I have written again to the :
General Land Office protesting the issuance of sbtock rais-
ing homesteads over valid mining claims and I find in bring-
ing my abstracts up to date that there is only one 40 which w§>J

[}

covers a part of the Last Chance that was isgued déﬁp_scrgg.
It is my opinion that the govermment will revoke th¥s pateﬁ%}

Mxr. Owens, Mr. Zdwards, and Mrs, Durbam have written me
that they would be glad to do whatever I do, Of course I an
not going to do anything without the advig:r of the United

States Bureau of liines and the Mineral Resources Departument
of the State of Arizona.

I am writing to Mr. Williams and Governor Osborn telling
them to what length I know the Cattlement's A ssociation will
£0,., IT they were producing any mors cows for the war effort
they might be considered but to my knowledge if they can't
make 400% profit they just won't play bhall., OF course I
realize how strong politically the Cattlemen's Association
is. The instence of the bombing range for example, and Lord
knows you cantt get snything in the newspapers, DBut at least

can relieve my feelings?

Please let me know if you know of any new developments
in the copper situation, '

With kindest regards, % Wﬁ,%wﬂm

Sincerely,

Mrs. Ithel Ferguson

Box 1397
El Paso, Texas



February 10, 1943

Dear WMrs. Ferguson: X

Thank you for your lebter of February & and the couy of
your letber to Mr. D. V. Mulhern instructing him to start
procadings against Gofl and Fbeling. Under the conditions, I
know of no other way in whieh you can proeesd because the
first thing necessary is to clear titles, Whereaz the govern-
mend does need copper they will not take ths ebeps necessary
to ¢lear up eonTiieving claims,

T = refurning herawith certain information which may be -
of value to you which includes the lebttsre from the A, S. & R,
and the conbract from dr. Rickard., I Tind no othey letters
from Mr. Rickerd except the copy of the letter datsd January 20
woleh I am reburning perswith,

1 am sorry that we wers unsble 1o assist you in getting
the title situation straightened out without the necessity of
court procedure.

If we cao be of any further assisbance, I hope you will
¢all on use Ag it stands now 1% seems to me like a guestion
for the attorneys to settle. Alfter the title is clear we can
then gee what can be done toward interesting operating parties
in your nroperty.

With best wishes and kindest regards, I om
Very truly yours,

/

J. £. Coupal, Director

JECIkK
Inelosures
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February 8, 1943

ﬂ"““'wwﬂ. J. S. Coupal, Director
Department of Mineral Resources
413 Home Builders Bldg.
Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Mr, Coupsal:

We seem to be where we were, get NOWHERE
fastn

, » There i8 no reason we should vrovide Goff

-with water, He has continued to carry on the fraud that
was perpetuated on the government in getbing the patent at
my expense and now with the need of copper it makes the
crime doubly bad, and Ebeling is where he was,

I am writing Mr, Mulhern to start pro-
ceedings against both of them (in your local courts) and
to draw up a quit claim deed to Seldon Foff giving him
the part of the one claim he wants,

, However, it is my opinion, that both he
and Ebeling will also c¢clalm mineral rights on their stock -
ralsing homesteads. No, legally they have no rights, but

1f that's the only way we can develop the mine, I'm recon-
ciled to the sacrifice. '

~ Will you please return contract-letter
from smelter and Mr, Rickard's letters,

Thanking you for the time you've taken
in this matter, I am ,

Sincerely yours,

%@Irs.) Ethel Ferguson

@



Pebruary 8, 1943

Er, Daybom V. Nulbern, Attorney
Home Bullders Bullding -
Phoenix, Apizona

Dear Kr. ¥ulhern:

; As I remember, to start procecdings sgainst
Goff and Zbeling, you wrote it would betfatiter of an initial
¢ut1ay of $90,00, 50,00 a8 a mtamer.ﬂ*

I aw enclosing a cheek for your re¢iailner,
I would like for you to draw up é guit

:rélaim deed Yo that part of the [Last Chanee" whieh de X/
/#raudulently obtained undor that patent giving it to Goff.

Itve a contract as you knor from smelter
ofll the ore as isy ir, Coupal gives his opinion there is

& chaned of a mine, The U.S, Bureau of liines say the same

thing. I do not know how far the U.S., Bureau of Vines will

g%,

: v st .thev faet 18 Itve been h&lﬁ{ up months,
- my life has been in jeopardy, and that of my agents - proof

of which 18 on file in Florenee,

Have been brought into court twice without
cause. (I understand Goff showed the U,S5, Bureau of Hines
engineers around). : '

Which leads me to belleve, he will also
try to steal the adjoining claims.

48 to the money value - I dontt know how
mgeh Iftve spent. I've my old leases on the "IlLast Chexnce"
from surface valued at $10,000,00, So it will depend on
what kind of mine 1s developed. Therefs a bl@ek of 59
¢laims. 1I'd say the least, $50,000,00 as that was whet
elght ¢laimg where selling for gn old option,

Ihanking you for your early attention to
this matter, I am _

Very truly yours,

(Mrs.) Etkel Ferguson



February 4, 1943

J

Mrs, Ithsl Ferguson
Ps D4 Box 1397
Bl Paso, Texas

o

S FoErgusont

Dear M

I must apologize fur my deley in re.lying to your letters but
i have besn to a war netals conference in Uenver and have only just
returned.

I have calied on Attorney D. V., Hulhern-and have talked with
bhim:about my views regarding the sropsrbty. Dus $o the fact that
e, Goff has priwme facis title to the land and to the, minersl, it
would, undsr the conditions, reguire & continuation of the long
legal proceedings for you to gebt clear title to the mine.

1

Due to the results from the former court actions, a continuge
tion i the only snswer unless some mutually sgresable plan can
be followed. <

I bave talked with Mr. Soff and with ir. Humnel, his attorney
in Tueson, and also with Mr. Mulhern and bslievs sometbing can be

done %o permid mining, - ; . ‘
Mr. Mulbern stated that he expected to be in Tueson within the

next ven days or two weeks ond he will call on ¥r. Humel.

¥rom the smelter reburns which you have submitted and from the
analysis whieh I received from Mr. Rickard on the sample I gubmitted,
it looks as though there should be a smell profit on the ore, The
specimen I submitted was for analysis aud not for a sample of the ore
as the shipments mads by you have a great deal more valus in debter-
mining wine run than the mere type specimen which I submitted for /
analysis in order to determine the alumina content of the ore,

There i3 only one solution that I can see and that ig an

- arrangement wheredy another source of wabter for Mr. Goff must be

provided by drilling & new well.outside of the ore body, If mining
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With best wishes and kindest “ﬂg%ris,'l’“%

. & . Wy Fows
Ve fj t.l.‘li.‘.d’.




Page Del Norte

""" El Pase,Texas =—

W. L.TOOLEY, MANAGER

Ja nU.aI‘ y 25 9 194 3 PAUL HARVEY, EXEC.VICE PRESIDENT

Mr, J, 8, Coupal, Director
Department of Mineral Resources
Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Mr, Coupal:

‘Two weeks are gone - lost and we are not
on the property., I've a letter from K, S, & R, and the
assays were even a little better than old reports, 4 per .
cent copper. Mr, Stephent's opinion as to whether the 4%
would hold up for shovel working, would have to be seen.

The smelter will buy the ore, Ifve a
party who wants to go to property - and Ebeling and Goff
are still holding us up,

What do you want me to do? There should
be some one with authority who could put these men in
jail until we've found if we have a mine or not,

Ebeling is dangerous., I would say a
peace bond would hold Goff,

Have not heard from Mulhern, Please
let me know what progress you've made,

With best wishes and kindest regards, I

%Ver trulyours,

(Mrs,) Ethel Ferguso ,

am

@73 Ay Cgong/z'fioned
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W.L.TOOLEY, MANAGER
Janu EI"y 20 9 1945 PAUL HARVEY, EXEC.VICE PRESIDENT

Mr., J., S, Coupal, Director
Departwent of Mineral Rescurces
413 Home Builders Bldg.,
Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Mr, Coupal:

I judge you received the contract from
smelter., Today I have a letter saying the A4,.5.% R, are
not interested in developing the property, However, the
analyses was practically fﬁg same as the smelter returns
of 1929.30 (that was report from your samples taken on
the Bth).

You know this has teen in cowrt a great
many years and times, Most recently last year., The
Secretary of Interior has written me Ebeling has no
rights to prevent mining and Goff has a well fenced
patent obtained fraudantly by a cattleman,

Does the govermment want copper? Can
Goff and Ebeling prevent you from developing or invest.
igating to find 1f we have & mine? If that isn't treason
and sabotage - what 1s 1t? I'1l relinquish my rights as
I told you if you can get engineers there. How about a
presidential decree?

Sincerely yours,

(Z%Eﬁ% s e T

\@g Hir Gonditioned
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Mrs. Ferguson- -is apparently waiting
for some decision from you so Mr.
Beddome suggested I mail you copies

of her letters.



January 20, 1943

Mrs. Ethel Ferguson
Box 1397
£l Puso, Texas
Dear Krs. Pergusons

I am enclosing @ copy of a latter I have just recsived
from the American Smelting ard Refining Co. at Tucsom, om
the sample I submittad to thom.

I have not as yét been ableto contsact Hr. Hulhern but
will do so within a.@ay and will raport to vou.

’

With best wishes end kindest, rogards, I am

Very truly vours,

'J. 3. Ooupal
Director

J5C: BA

Bnc, 1



January 20, 1943

bre Fs MBe Stephens

fmerican Smelting & Refining Co.
P. 0. Box 222

Tucson, Arizona

Dasr Mr. Btephens:

Many theniks for your leiter of January & with
.v;"'
the aseay snd notes on the sample from the Malone

Gopper Mine, Owl's Hend Distvriet, Pinal County, owned

N

by Mrs. Bthel Ferguson.

=

Very truly yours,

Je 8. Coupal
Director

GT;BO: B&
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Dear Mra. Fargusont

1 thanks for your létter of Junuary 16 with the record;
97 the shipmenss noade 1

£
in L929 and lrSO ‘ram the Last Chance,

I will call on Mr. Mulhseo this weel with this infbroge
tion and gsee whait the nexd agtsp to be taken ie regarding
your property.

I will say now, however, that I seo of no way axcept
shrougin tha courta $o get dhis problem clsaved up.

Boon after I talk with Hr, Mulhsrn, I will advise you of
the oubeome. :

With best wishes and kindest vegerds, I =m

Very truly yours,

J. . Coupal
Director

JeCikk
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Janwary 12, 1943 S
Mra., Ethel Ferguson
Box 1397
El Paso, Texas
Dear Mrs. Ferguson: /
V'
Many thanks for the brief synopsis report on the Ferguson
Copper mine, I am returning the original and also an e¥Era

¢6py which you may find use for.

As soon as I recelve a copy of the smelter returns I will
e¢all on Mr. Hulhern and discuss with him the situation regord-
ing Ebeling and Goff.

With best wisghes and kindest regards, I am

Very truly yours,

Js« 8. Coupal
Dirasctor

JSCtBA

Ence
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*f;;;:m;gqnfﬁ January 1, 1943, <:1,
o 1942 El Paso, Texas

Department of Mineral Resources,
L13 Home Builders Bldg.,
Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Mr,., Coupal:

It would be agreeable with me to meet you in Tucson

on January 6 at the Santa Rita Hotel. I am undecided
whether I shall drive or come over on the train. I

can get gasoline from the rationing board here for the
trip to Tucson and they advise me that I can get gasoline
for the return trip in Arizona, It is much more convenient
for me to meet you in Tucson for I have no business in
Casa Grande.

I know of no needed authorization., However, you could
consult with Mr, Mulhern, my attorney in Phoenix,

As I wrote you before, this men Ibeling is a dangerous

character and I will not be responsible for what may
happen.

~:;:%ZZAO' Yours veiizi%;;z;4A24¢¢z//
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Mr, W, J, Graham

Agsistant to the Director
Department of Mineral Resources
413 Home Builders Bldg, ’
Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Mr, Graham:

'J On file in Florence, 1s my record on Last
Chanece No, 2., I have my receipbts from recorder's office
in tact - up until two years ago. In lielof assessment
work and relocation of adjoing 59 claims of which I have
quit claim deed from original locator(}being unable to get
_MQnWQQQE?EEIDI filed a statement from truck driver and two
labore?rs along with my affidavit +that was prepared in Mr,
Fulbright's office, Florence and is properly recorded,

The U,S. District Attorney's office asgured
me at that time - that no one could jump the claims that
my rights were fully protected,

I know now that I was taking my life in my
hands and I would not take any one slse out to work . until
Ebeling and Goff are removed and will stay away, As to Goff's
contest on a part of one claim, my only idea 1s to have the
property tested and if it so develops there is a big body of
Orem—get 1t to producing and Mr, James Owens has his adjoin-
ing claims in good standing too,

Mr, Mulhern very ably handled the charges
Goff brought against through the Supreme Court and he will
give particulars, but whatever charges are brought against
Harry Ebeling, Goff is equally guilty.

Mr, Stephens of the Americen Smelting & Re-
fining Co, of Tucson was also kept off, The W,P.B, could
contact him In Tucson or for that matter . I will relinquish
my rights to any individual or company if they investigate
this thoroughly and determine i1f we have a mine,

very Ypuly yours,

\Jyyﬁwﬁﬁywhﬁj\/
2y

(Mrs,) Ethel Ferguson,

W

B o
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November 25, 1942

Mr, W, J, Graham

Assistant to the Dimector
Department of Wineral Resources
4135 Home Bullders Rldg.
Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Mr, Grashams

In regard to my "last Chance " mining property
located in Pinal County, Arizona; Harry Ebeling an d"Se ldom Goff
over a period of wars have refused to allow my representatives
on the property to examine same and in this way have kept the
property from producing, Ebeling most recently (he had been away
his homestead) refused to allow Mr, George Reed to go on the pro-
perty. I fear that Ebeling is a dangerous man and would caution
your engineers,

After an examination by the Interior Department

made last year they wrote me that Ebeling had no rights and that
I could prospect and mine, All of which we know,

I am sending your letter to Mr, Dayton Mulhern;
Phoenix and am writing him to give you any information you might
need, ,

J

Mr, James Owens has ten claims adjoining mine
which makes a block of 70 claims that we would like to determine
if we have a copper mine,

When 1t 1e safe to get on the property I would
be glad to meét your engineers and accompany them, The claims
extend to the highway and back with a radius of two miles, but
there 1is such a sameness of tire country and all land marks and
roads have been déstroyed that it is hard to fing your way

around,
i Yours very truly,
(Mrs,) Ethel Ferguson

PO 13ey S 397
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June 25, 1942,
P.0e# 1397,
El Paso, Texas

Mr, Jackson Hoagland,
520-528 Title and Trust Bldg.,
Phoenix, Arizons

Dear Mr, Hoagland:

Could you give the public a 1little light on this decision?
The Phoenix Gazette didn't have the courtesy to say Mrs. Ethel
Ferguson, '

I have owned valid mining claims, acquired by my late
husband Yulius A, Ferguson, since 1923, I was sued by Seldon
{ Goff in 1931 when he bought a rancq in that vicinity, and I
was sued again this yeare=the Supreme Court said that decision
of Pinal county court was invalid. There q"politics, a
German, and Japs mixed up in this. Also the State Highway
Department and the governor have not been cooperative.

However, until we see how far the WPB goes, all I want
is the issue:‘Has a miner any right=-brought to light. Why not
say "Cowman Attempts to Steal Mine"? It would be no more
misleading than the Gazette story.

It is nothing short of sabotage and I have been waiting
since January for this local court decision. I have contract
from the A.S.& R. and they will buy the ore on the strength of
what I have shipped before.

Will you also run a small ad. The property is for lease
and sale., There is a block of seventy claims, low grade copper
ore, but a prospect of a big body of ore. All I want to know
ig if we have a mine there or not,

Thanking you, I am,

Sincerely yours,

/%/W
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EL PASO, TEXAS gyngday
Dear Mr. Ballams '

Congretulations on the appointment o the Board &
of Governors., I don't think the picture Pay Dird used did
you justice, but would use it here if you send me the mat

Will you be in El Paso for the International (2)
meet, Mr, Dunning really advenced some outs taagégg ideas
here in Ene last meet, Hooe “ho Dena“twent of liineral Re=-

hle LD carry oub

ag ougl q ]___L@u., eg
vwncrﬂg;w. Th GK?”?leCB 0L Tie

exanle,

You knovw bthe ILegd 1

aol@ mnine, o1 Fou? Hm l”°” ’n m,
Y & ~)e Gt -‘]' I.7 e =5
caou The**

)

:ﬂ\o“"ﬂW' Al R i =,
It'd like to have the property sur-
veyed or ex&mlned and a report made, something like the

U. S, Bureau of Mines made, Never he&rd anything further
from dtAuitremont.

J r__[‘ 2

There will he some perties here from the Last
to look at the Last Chance, after the first. So much I -9
want to do, but seem to have no time,

Write to me, or better come over if there is
anything urgent.

Do you know if eny state land is being sold,se-
lected? There is en awful leak in state revenue., IL the
few cattlemen were forced to lease all that land theylve
used free, both state and Tederal, would help the mining
industry in Arizona. In fact, would help the war effort
if a few of thosge 0ld Tossils were eliminated. Welll need
more room for the returning veterans end jobs,. Most of

““themhers no good for anything, mcybe dispose of them likej
Jou Go old horses, lMeke deg meat of Them,

L‘*{Jﬁ' 7”,#,}




3.

DEr. RTMENT OF MINERAL RESOUKES
State of Arizona
MINE OWNER’S REPORT o

6. Ope'rator'.

Address:.............. e :
7. Principal Minerals:...>2-/F el /Mi’fw@»ﬂ/”/ ......................................................................
8. Number of Claims: Lode.......§..§ ............. Patented......covssmmsssanssninas Unpéaqted.%.éﬁt ...........
- Placer.cceeceee Patented..........cccooeeiieiiicee Unpatented.........................

~

11. Dimension and Value of Ore Body//“"iz/:'(,)<\

Please give as complete information as possible and attach copies of engineer’s reports, shipment returns,
maps, etc. if you wish to have them available in this Department’s files for inspection by prospective leasors
or buyers, '

(over)
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K 7
12, Ore ""Blocked Out’’ or “Tr SIGRt .. et e it eemee e e e e mme e e e e e e e ennes
(@R 2 1) 0T o) [- RO S
13, Mine Workings—Amount and Condition ... ... o e e e e s e e n s

No. Feet Condition
Y0 & ST N DO OO O PP O OO OPPUOUPUPPRPPTRPIRY
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17. If Property for Sale, List Approximate Price and Terms:
18. Signature:




Mine
District

Subject:

/

3
DEPARTMENT OoF MINERAL RESOURCES

STATE OF ARIZONA
FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT

/

v '
LAST CHANCE Date October 30, 1958

Engineer ~FRANK P, KNIGHT

phone conversation with Mrs, Ferguson

/

WV

Mrs. Ethel Ferguson phoned (from El Paso) to say that she had decided to talk
with us rather than fill out a jmine owner's report form. She said considerable
had been done in connection with the Last Chance property in the past ten years
but that there was title litigation still pending. She said that the drilling
in the immediate vicinity of the Last Chance by Magma Copper Company was close
to her property but not on it to her definite knowledge, She said that she
understood that Mr. Goff had had them drill on his portion of the Ferguson
claims.

Mrs. Ferguson hopes to make a trip to Phoenix and probably will bring some
information for the office files, She said she had much information and
numerous maps available to anyone interested in the property.
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District

Subject:

)
DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES

STATE OF ARIZONA
FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT

Engineer FRANR P, KNIGHT

phone conversation with Mrs. Ferguson

Mrs. Ethel Ferguson phoned (fvom El Paso) to say that she had decided to talk
with us rather than £ill out a mine owner's report form. She said considerable
had been done in commection with the Last Chance property in the past ten years
but that there was title litigation still pending. She said that the drilling
in the immediate vicinity of the Last Chance by Magma Copper Company was close
to her property but not on it to her definite knowledge, She said shat she
undexstood that Mr., Goff had had them drill on his portion of the Ferguson
claims,

Mrs, Ferguson hopes to make a trip to Phoenix and probably will bring some
information for the office files., She said she had much information and
numerous maps available ¢o anyone intevested in the property.



AMERICAN SMELTING AND REFINING CO.
MINING DEF’ARTMENT OF THE SOUTHWEST
P. O. BOX 2229
TUCSON, ARIZONA

W. H. LOERPABEL January 18, 1943

MANAGER

R,

Mr. J. 8. Coupal, Director
Dept. of Mineral Resources
413 Home Bullders Bldg.
Phoenix, Arizona

MALONE COPPER MINE

i éMrs. Ethﬁl Fer%usong
1

OWL'S HE i5Th

Dear Mr. Coupal:

The hand specimen of copper ore you left to be assayed ran
ag follows:

Au Ag Cu Ingol. 8700 Fe Ca0 Alg03

01 1.51 4.5  73.6  51.2 5.8 0.9 \16.0

You will note that the aluminum content is rather high and
therefore the ore not particularly desirable as a flux. lr,
Rickard says that we could, however, take a limlted quantity of
such ore at Hayden allowlng, say, 10% free and penalizing the
balance at 25¢ per unit making a smelting charge of $5.00 per
ton.

This grade of ore would net the shipper, f.o.b, Hayden:i

Smelter pay $2.75
Premium 4,28
Total $7.03 per ton

This, less mining, hauling,freight royaltles, etc. would
leave 1little for profit.

I slso doubt that a grade of 4.5% copper could regularly
be maintained in a shovel operatlon.

Yours very truly,
G /7;4%.4.
F. M. STEPHENS

cc: WHLoerpabel
BNRickard
FM8/ap
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WAR. MINERALS REPORT

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR & BUREAU OF MINES

Report of the Bureau of Mines to Hon. Herold Ickes,
Secretary of the Interior.

“ LAST CHANCE

Pinal County, Arizona.

- Copper =

SUMMARY /

The.Laét Chance mine is in the Owlhead Mining District, Pinal
County, Arizona. It is gbout 37 miles north of TuQsoh on Highway 80,
and 29 miles southof Florence, the County seat of Pinal County.

Ore occurrences are in an an andesite dike 500 feet or more in
width and en indeterminate length. The sur}ounding rocks are granite
and schist. The andesite has been sheared or cracked in various direc-
tions. Copper carbonete and silicates are found in this surface area
to an undetermined depth. Shallow pits and cuts generally show these

copper ores, although some outerop areas are leached and very little

L

The reports of the War Minerals Series are based upon field work of
engineers of the Bureau of Mines together with data available to the
Bureau from other sources. The purpose of these reports is to supply
information that may be helpful to owners and operators of properties
examined, and to others who are especially interested in theme For this
reason distribution is limited to those who request the reports in-
dividually. '
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copper pineral is found there. One churn drill hole was put down in
the central area but no data gre at hand as t§ the exact results. One
report states that ore was about the same to 250 foot depth where a
heavy flow of water was struck. This water now stands at about D feet
below the surface. It is reported 5 feet of 15% chalcocite was passed
through at 80 feet depthe Five cars of ore have been’shipped from the
property with an average grade of_3{45 ounces ¢ sil#gr, and 4.2% copper.

This property can be easily diemond drilled and a few hdles
would quickly determine its possibilities. It would not be necessary to
drill over 250 feet in depth and the first few holes might show that all
the copper bearing ground can be eﬁplored with shallower holes.

Moﬁ%sf the area is covered‘&ith.débris, but small outerops are
exposed throughout the area.

This property warrants further consideration and has possibili-
ties of developing a large deposit of low-grade copper ore.

It is recommended that the property be prospected by the Bureau
of Mines; first, with several trenches to determine possibilities as to
the size of the deposit; second, wiﬁh diamond drill holes if results of
trenching are satisfactory.

INTRODUC TION

The Lgst Chance mine was brought to the attention of the Bureau
of Mines by the owner. It was examined by a Bureau of Mines engineer on
January 23, 1943. Supplementary information was obtained from a private
report dated March 1931 This report is based on the information obtained

from those two sourcese.



LOCATION AND ACCESSIBILITY

This propqrty is situated in section 3§'N?fA§.S' R. 12 E.
in the Owlhead Mining District, Pinal Coumbty, Arizona. It is gbout 37
miles north of Tucson on highway U. 8. 80 and 29 miles south of Florence,
the county seate It is 16 miles over a dirt road to Red Rock, a station
on the Southern Pacifie Railroad, end thus witﬁin easy reach of the
smelters at Hayden, Miami and Superior.. The exposed copper-bearing
- ground is just off the ﬁighway on & practically flat desert floor.
OWNERSHIP

The ownership is claimed by Mrs. E%;el Ferguson, P. 0O, Box
1397, E1 Paso, Texas. At present there is some dispute over ownership
between Mrs. Ferguson and Mr. Goff, a cattlemen. Mrs. Ferguson states that
she has been gwarded a Supreme Court decision on the title.

The aree is covered by 60 contiguous lode mining claims held
by annval assess ment work. The principal dispute is over the lLast Chance
Nos 2 claim on which is located the 250 foot drill hole which is the
principal source of water in this ares.

HIS TORY

While the property has been known for a long time, little work
has been done except in the way of shallow pits and cubts. Some churn drille
ing was done at one period sbout 1918. It is reported that several other
holes were put down at distent points in addition to the 250 foot hole on
the Last Chance No. 2 claime No data are at hand as to the results from
these holess It would seem that results were not very good or work should
have been continued. The property hes been held for the last twenty years

by Mr., Ferguson eand following his death, by Mrs. Ferguson, his wife. The
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surface rights were brought up by the use of Goverrment scrip in the
late twenties and were purchased later from the original buyer, by Mr.
Goffe As the water hole was the ‘thing of most value to Mr. Goff, he

has fenced fhat and has generally prevented entrance to the property

by the claimants and other parties. Mr. Goff shcwéd the Bureau Engineer
the location of the property and did not interfere in any way with his

examinatione

PRODUC TION | / ‘

Five cars of ore were shipped from the property by James J.
Owens in 1939 and 1930. That ore was mined from open cuts in the area
around the 250 foot water hole on the Last Chance No. 2 claim. MNr. Owens
hed a lease on the property at that time. The ore shipped was taken pretty
much as mined as there is very little discarded material around the cuts.
The best of the five cars shipped ran 4.8 ozs. silver and 5.2% copper.
The lowest, 2.1 lzs. silver and 3.6% copper. The general average was 0.03
oz8. gold, 2.5 ozs. silver and 4.2% copper. This is the total production
frém the property and little work has been done since that time.

The property has possibilities for the development of a large
body of low-grade ore which would require a plant for local treatment or
to developp ore of a grade that can be shipped direct to the smelters at
Hayden or Superior, in a surface area 10 to 20 feet deep.

PHYSICAL FEATURES

- This property lies in a flat desert area and a paved highway
passes within 1/2 mile of the property. The surface is covered with the
usual desert vegetation, with no timber or other growths of any value for

mining purposes.
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Most of the area is covered with a wash, with scattered out-
crops in the dike area. These outerops are from a few feet to about 15
feet gbove the washe.

The only substantial amount of water was cut at 250 feet depth
by drill hole, although a little water is found 10 to 15 feet below the
surface. No definite measurement has ever been made of the capacity of
the water well. Regular puhping'with e wind mill has no effect on the
water level which stands at about ZQggf the surfaces

GEOLOGY AND ORE OCCURRENCES

An gndesite dike 500 feet or more in width cuts through the
granites and schists of this érea. The dike has been sheared and altered,
but for the most part it is covered with wash and neither the extent of
the shearing nor the length of the dike ban be definitely determined.

Large areas of the andesite dike appear to have been mineral-
ized, followed by leaching and erosion. Some of the outecrops have been
almost completely leached and at other places copper carbonates and sili-
cates show at the surface. TWhether the ore-bearing zone, which is mostly
secondary, extends below the sub-surface water could not be definitely
determinedy, The complete leaching of some of the outerops indicates a
possibility of a deeper secondary zone, which might be in the formcof
the secondgry sulphide, chalcocite. It is reported that the 250 foot
drill hole passed through 5 feet of 15% copper, in the form of chalco-
cite, at 80 feet dpeth. No reliable data concerning this area at hand.
DEVELOPMENT

Except for & few drill holes, all development has been in the

form of shallow pits and cuts. While it is reported several holes were



Ge

drilled over a large area, the location of only one seems to be definitely
known. This is the 250 foot hole on the Last Chance No. 2 claim. Some of

the pits were started in the outerops and others were put down through the
wash which is only a few feet in depth. All showed some copper pre.

One pit about 20 feet deep had water in the bottom. The dump
from this pit showed only a small emount of copper, but the rock showed
heavy leaching and alteration from surfgce waters..

Most of the ore shipped came from two pits, one about 60 feet
long and the other about 40 feet long. The 60 foot pit was about 17 feet
deep at.the deep end. The other éut was only about 4 feet deep.

ORE RESERVES

No definite tonnage of ore can be measured. There is an indicated
area about 100' x 200! around the drill hole on which some work has been
done. Using a factor of 15 cubic feet:per ton and an average depth of 10
feet, this block would contain 13,533 tons. It is possible that this area
would be greatly extended by further development. Incresses in depth would
give proportionate increases in tonnage.

Ore carrying 0.02 ozs. gold, 2.5 ozs. silver, and 2.5% copper

would give the following smelter returns:

Pay for all gold at $32.50 for 0.02 ozs. ' § 0465
Pay for 95% silver, minimum deduction % o0z. € 71¢ 2.5 ozs. 1.42
Pay for 95% copper at assay less 8 at 11.85 cts. 2.6¢,245% 3061
. 5468
Base smelter charge, 50% silica $3.50
Alunina penalty, 16% less 10% @ a(@} unit 1.50
$5.00 ' 5,00

Net smelter payment
Bonus of 5¢ pay for 97% of assay €§Lj 2243

Railroad freight $0.85
Irucking 1.25
Mining 1.00

$ 3.10
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With the above smelting contract the opereation would break even on
the above grade of ore. Hence any higher grade of ore would show & profite.
Five cars of ore shipped from the mine gave an average value of 3.45 ozs.
silver and 4/2% copper. By selective mining and sorting, it should be possible
to keep the grade of the ore up to this figure., This grade of ore with an
inerease of mining costs to $2.00 per ton would show a net operating profit
of $2.42 per ton of ore mined. |

Main possibilities in the way of large tonnages would be best
tested by diamond drill holes. This ground should be easily drilled and
the maximum depth necessary would probably be around 250 feet, which is
indicated as the true water level.

OPERATING COSTS

With the present known ores at &nd near the surfapce, all mining
can be done by open pit and mining would cost gbout $1.00 per ton. If large
tonnages are developed, mining could be done by block carving or similar
methods and the costs would be around 75 cents or under per ton.

The haulage and treatment charges will amount to about $5.60 per
ton if the ores are shipped direct to the smelter.

If oxidized ores are treated at a leaching plant built at the
mine, the cost will be about $1l.50 per ton.

If secondary sulphides are found and a flotation plant is erected,
the cost of the concentration will be about 75 cents per ton.

A power line which carries power from Parker Dam runs through the
propertye.

Trucking to Florence is 29 miles over good highway. On a small
tonnage bgsis it would probably cost $1.25 per ton, but on a large tonnagé
this could be reduced to $1.00 pr less. The rail haul to Hayden or Superior

would be 85 cents per tone.



If ore or concentrates were hauled to Red Rock on the main line
of the Southern Pacific Railroad the distance would be 16 miles and would

cos% about 75 cents per ten,

Sampling
The following samples were taken on the property:
Sample
No. Description Width 0Ozs.Au 0Ozs,Ag, % Cu
643 Grab of dump at 20! shaft, S,50 E, 148! Grab trace 0,05 0.20
. to windmill - 4 s
644 5! shaft, S, 50 E. 130! to windmill 41 trace 0,40 1.74
645 5' shaft, S, 3 W, 125! to windmill e trace 0,60 1,62
646 Tilled shaft dump, grab, 5,22 W to windmill Greb +trace 0,35 0,93
647 TFilled cut, grab dump, S. 37 W to windnill Grab +trace 0,35 2.20
648 Open cut, bottom, S, 5 W, 63! to windmill 71 trace 0,70 1.48
649 -Same open cut as above, south end, 30! south 5! = trace 1570 2.98
of No, 648, 15! below surface ) '
650 6! shaft, N. 13 E, 32! to windmill 61 trace 2,80 3,08 .
651 N, end of open cut, 4' deep, N, 3 W, 40! to 4! trace 1,00 1.84
© windmill
652 Open cut 30! south of No, 651 i trace 2,30 2,90
653 Above open cut to west of No, 652 10t trace 1:10 2/.285

Excluding No, 643 the general weighted avergge is 2,22% copper,
Eleven samples by McConnell end Palmer s-howed 0,02 ozs. gold,
1,7 ozs, silver, and 3,01% copper, - :

Some sorting of the ore would increase the values probably from

1% to 2 times the above values, As more tonnage would have to be mined for

ore shipped the costs would go up in the same proportion or more,

Conclusions and Recommendations

It appears from work done that this property haé an ipdicatad
area about 200 feet long and 100 feet wide that would produce 15,355‘tons
of ore with an average value of about 0,02 ozs, gold, 2% ozs, silver, and
2% copper, By.the indicated size of the andeslte dike this area might be

extended to 500 or more feet in width and 5000 feet or more in length,
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Present work does not give any true conception of possible depth.and
present ground water level does not permit giving #ny estimate of aepth
below gbout 15 feet except on one outerop which stands gbout 10 feet
above the general level of the country. Hence, there is a possibility
that a large tonnage of low grade copper ore could be developed. The
country is very good for diamond drilling and the maximum depth of holes
would be 250 feet, which is indicated to be the true water level by one
churn drill hole.

It is possible that the present ground water level may be the
bottom of a zone of secondary enrichment and if such is the case all the
ores will be copper carbonates of copper silicates and the general depth
of the ore body will be around 10 to 15 feet. Even if the ore is limited
to this shallow depth, it is possibie that one million or more tons‘éf
2%% copper ore could be mined.

Since there is a possibility of developing a large tomnage of
low grade copper ore on this property, it is recommended that primarily
1000 feet of trenching be done by the Bureau of Mines.which would cost
sbout $3.00 per linear foot. The trenches would be from 3 feet to 4 feet
in depthe. If the trenching should indicate ore bodies under an extensive
areg, it can be followed mp by diamond drillinge.

Last Chance,
Ariz. Noe.

Sources of Information:

Information was obtained by personal examination by
Thos, L. Chapman, on January 23, 1943,

From private report by McConnell and Palmer, Mining Engineers,
of El Paso and Los Angeles,



Since 1928, I've personally worked wy wmining elaims in W
Section 38, Townshin 8, Ranpe Pasb.
4 ¢ b &

o e

shipped the following carss Smelter returns of rocoid at A, 5. & R,
Hayden, Arizona and also A. 8. and R, at 81 Paso:

At the present time I have three cars of ore sn the Grownd.' 1 have
3

June 6, 1929«1 care-= £270.04
Febe 15, 1830=1 care- 344,42
Aug, 6, 1229=1 care=w 335,57
Hay 4, 1929=1 capre--= 222,27
Ho, 92720e=lidlweme=~ 376,78 : -
Bay 7, 1980vwwmomames 265,10 i ne
v , ,

As to further mineral character, James Owen, Miamb, Arizons, has
shipped ores Js Ve Meloomell, Bl Paso; Harry R. Palmer, 1452 “est 48th
Street, Los Angeles, Californisg Re T. Mishler, Eresnillo Company, Wexicos
all repubable envineevs, will testify to the mineral character of the land,

In 1932, olght years later, I was sued by Ssldeon Goff to ¢uit title to
Niti of SRk, Mr, Goff bousht o joining ranch and said he sew the mining work
and the well, which ie on thig elai waae develsped by drillineg Tor ore,

e said he gt %o me that he did nob now the

s the mining work and ads
valne. HE B3I he bousht the well and mindng clailms,

“hen I appealed the judsment of local court, the Suprems Court said
the loeal court judrmment vasg not valid, appeal taken prematurely, and ree
primanded the bare and 3 yse  Thnls was ended in 1235. Since that time I've
sersonaldy worked my mine sach year. Goff has my ore fenced, on the strength
of patont issued in 1928, "Selection 0H8477", Phoenix sories.

A - " . .
gh Trogiuls My protest of this patont is
f <Phoenix, dated 1525,

The Stock-raist Pabea No. 1051919 lssued August 168, 12987
Yo darry B, Bheline was also obfalfed through Fraud, This land covers
obher mining claims and he is/&liso usiyt o minlog shaft, claining it to be
a water well, Theme olaims lboated 1928, filed._and recorded Book 5, Af{,
of Labor, page 828, Florence, \Arizora.




IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA

June 22, 1942,

ETHEL FERGUSON,
Petitioner,

=

THE SUPERIOR CQURT OF
THE STATE OF ARIZONA,
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY
OF PINAL,

Respondent.

No. 4513
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ORIGINAL PROCEEDING IN CERTIORARI.

Alternative writ made permanent.

Do V, Mulhern, Be He Bibbs, of
Phoenix, Attorneys for Petitioner,

Hummel, Hummel & Wyatt, of Tucson,
Attorneys for Respondente

LOCKWOOD, Ce Je ¢
This matter comes before us on a petition for a writ of certiorari
to review the proceedings of the superior court of Pinal county, wherein
Ethel Ferguson, petitioner, was adjudged guilty of contempt in the case of
Seldon D, Goff and Flora Be Goff, plaintiffs, v. Ethel Ferguson, defendant,
case Noe. 5252 in said superior court,.
The factual situation upon which the proceeding is founded, as
~ shown by the records of this court and of the sup?rior court of Pina%.éounty,
may be stated as follows: On May 9,'1952 SeldonVD. Goff and Florahg; Goff,
plaintiffs, filed a complaint against Ehtal Ferguson, defendant, seeking %o
gquiet title to certain premises in Pinal county. After various pleadings and

proceedings, on January 5, 1935 the minutes of the triael court show the

following orders
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"IT IS ORDERED that said motion to strike be
and the same hereby is sustained; the defend ant's
third amended answer be and the same hereby is
stricken; and that plaintiffs' motion for judgement
be and hereby is granted,"

No formal written judgment was filed until February 11,
1935 when the trial court, over the objections of defendant, did sign and
file a formel written judgment. However, no minute entry showing a
rendition of judgment on Februery 11 was made. Thereafter defendant
Ferguson appealed to this courte On October 14, 1935 this court rendered
its judgment on the mtion to‘dismiss the eppeal, (Ferguson v. Goff, 46 Ariz.
260, 50 Pac. (2d) 20), in the following language:

"eesolt appearing in the record of the present
case that no v alid judgment has ever been rendered
therein, the appeal was prematurely taken, and the
-motion to dismiss is granted."

A motion for rehearing was filed on October 28, and
denied on November 23, and the mandate was duly issued and sent to the
superior court of Pinal county, That court on December 6, 1935, and after
the judgment of this court above referred to had become final, made the

following order:

"It appearing that the minutes of this Court do

not disclose the hearing and proceedings in this

nes cause had end done on the 1llth day of February,
1935, the following minute nunc pro tunc as of
February 11, 1935, is hereby ordered made by the

Court sua sponte, to wits

"TThis ceuse came on regularly this day for

hearing on the entry of judgment and defendant's
objection thereto, duly filed; and plaintiffs, by
counsel, having waived appearance either in person

or by counsel at this hearing, and defendant appearing
by He Jo Valentine, Esq., her attorney; and the said
H, Jo Valentine, Esqgo, having filed herein his objection
to the attorney fee incorporated in the proposed
judgment submitted to the Court by plaintiffs, but the
said Ho Jo Valentine, Esqe, agreeing in open court
that, if the Court finds plaintiffs entitled to
recover attorney fees, the Court may fix the same in
its diseretion without the introduction of any evi=
dence whatever; and the Court having considered the
matters now before the Court, and the seme having
been submitted to the Court for decision, and now
being fully advised, FINDS that plaintiff is entitled
to recover an attorney fee as prayed for in his com-
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plaint, and now at this time hereby fixes the amount
thereof at the sum of $150.00, for which plaintiff
is entitled to judgment as prayed; and the Court
FURTHER FINDS that plaintiff is entitled to judgment
as prayed in his complaint as found by Hone Ee¢ Lo
Green, former Judge of Court, as evidenced by the
minute entry herein made and entered on January 5, 19353
and
"tIT IS HEREBY ORDERED that judgment in accordance
herewith is hereby given plaintiffs, as more fully
appears by the formal wiitten judgment this day signed
by the Court, which the Clerk is hereby ordered and
directed to file and enter forthwith.'"
and a certified copy of such order was mailed to the clerk of this court.
.There was, however, no motion now request addressed to this court that th e
mandate be recalled and the case reopened for the purpose of correcting
the record and reviewing the gudgment of this court theretofore entered,
and therefor, no action was taken on the communicetion addressed <+to the
clerke The matter stood in status quo until January 31, 1942, when Seldon
D, Goff applied to the superior court of Pinal county for a citation in
cause No, 5252, supra, requiring defendant to appear and show cause why she
should not be punished for contempt of the judgment and orders of the
superior court of Pinal county, in that she persisted in claiming rights to
the property involved in the action above referred to and had trespassed
upon said premises under claim of right in 1940 and 1941, A citation was
issued, and it appearing that defendant was in the state of Texas, a copy
was sent her by registered mail and was duly received by her in Texas. On
February 16, the day on which the citation was returnable, the matter came
up for hearing before the court, and De Ve Mulhern, a regulary admitted and
practicing attorney of this court, appeared to represent defendant, stating
that he was prepared to answer on her behalf to the citation, and that she
had not been within the state of Arizona from the date of the epplication
for the citation up to the time of hearing. The court held that it was

the duty of defendant to appear in person, and refused to listen to her

atﬁoryey. He thereupon entered a special appearance, objecting to the
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Jjurisdiction of the court on the ground that the judgment of the
superior court referred to, and on which the proceedings for contempt
were based, was wholly null and void, and that tge court had no juris-
diction of the person of defendant. The court denied the special
eppearance and refused to allow Mulhern to participate in the hearing
for contempt which followed, and after hearing testimony on behalf of
Goff, entered the following order:

"It is the judgment of the Court that Ethel

Ferguson is guilty of contempy; that she be punished

therefor by paying a fine of éZS.OO to the Clerk of this

Court, or fifty days in the Pinal County jail."

Thereafter this proeceeding was filed and al alternative
writ of certiorari issued.

There are several questions of law presented by the fore-
going statement of facts, but the first and most important is whether
the alleged Jjudgment of the superior court, made on February 11, 1935,
and on which the contempt proceeding was based , was valide It will be
observed that an appeal was btaken from such purported judgment by the
d efendant, petitioner herein, which appeal came before this court, and
it was adjudged by us that there was no v alid judgment in the case as
of the date of February 11, 1935, for the reason that the record before
us showed that the ruled of this court in regard +to rendition of judgment
had not been complied with, and the appeal was dismissed. A motion for
rehearing was.made anddenied, and the mandate of this court, to the effect
that no judgment existed, was on November 23, 1935 transmitted to the
superior court of Pinal county. That court thereafter made a nunc pro
tune order which, in effect, stated that notwithstending the record as
presented to us on appeal showed that no valid judgment had been
rendered on February 11, as a matter of fact the things necessary to
make the judgment valid had actually occurred, but by inadventence on

the part of the proper officials of the superior court of Pinal county

the record transmitted to us on appeal did not show the true factses The
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sction of the superior court of Pinal county since that time necessarily
has been based on the theory that it by a nunc pro tunc ord er may,
without our consent, validate a judgment which we have held v oid.
We had before us, in the case of State Ve Superior
Court of Pinal County, 22 Airz. 452, 197 Pace 537, o question as to the
effect of the judgment of this court, and therein we said:
™A judgment of this court imports absolute
verity. It must be regard ed as free from all
orror. It is final and conelusive upon the
superior courts and the judges thereof, and they
may not question such judgment, neither are they
permitted to hamper or impede the due and timely
execution of such judgmente
" . .The rule is, when a judgment is affirmed
by this court, all questions raised by the assigne
ments of error and all questions that might have
been so raised are to be regard ed as finally ad=-
judicated against the appellenteese”
and we have followed this rule consistantly ever sincee. Sam Ve State,
%3 Ariz. 421, 265 Paco 622; State vo Griffith, 54 Airz. 436, 96 Pace
(Bd) 752
This court, in the case of Goff V. Ferguson, supre,
heving held that no judgment was rendered on Februery 11,1935, the
superior court of Pinal county was without any jurisdiction by any act
whatsoever to modify or change our judgment. If , as a motter of fact, a
proper judgment had been rendered on February 1l, but the records of the
superior court of Pinal cognty failed to show the same, the proper
proced ure would have been to appeal to this court to recall its mandate
and permit the proceedings to be reopened for the sake of correcting the
record end to review its opinion snd judgment theretofore rendered.
But the superior court of Pinal county had no jurisidkétion, of its owm
volition or by its own act, in effect to set aside the judgment of this
courte The alleged judgment upon which the contempt proceeding was based

being.no judgment at all, petitioner could not be in contempt of the superior

court of Pinal county for violabing its termse
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While it is not necessary to a decision of the precise
point involved herein, we might point out that if the Goffs are entitled,
on the actual facts, to a judgment in case Noe ©252, supra, we have pointed
out clemrly in the case of Chiricahua Ranches Cos v. Stato, 44 Ariz. 559,
39 Pace (2d) 640, the manuer in which such Judgment might have been
secured und er the old rules aftey the decision on appeal, and we think
the new rules indicate an appropriate method whereby it may even now be
secured,

- The alternative writ of certiorari heretofore issued is

mede permanents

ALFRED C, LOCKWOOD

CONCURRING:

Ao Go MGALIS TER
Judg e.

HENRY Do ROSS
Jud g e.
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Respondente.

Noe 4513
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ORIGINAL PROCEEDING IN CERTIORART:

Alternative writ made permanente

Do Ve Mulhern, Bo He Bibbs, of
Phoenix, Attorneys for Petitioners

Hurmel, Hummel & Wyatt, of Tucson,
Attorneys for Respondente

LOCKWOOD, Co dJo ¢

This matter comes before us on a petition for a writ of certiorari
to review the proceedings of the superior court of Pinal county, wherein
Ethel Ferguson, petitioner, was adjudged guilty of contempt in the case of
Seldon De Goff and Flora Be Goff, plaintiffs, Ve Ethel Ferguson, defendent,
cage Noe 5252 in said superior courte

The factual situation upon which the proceeding is founded, as
shown by the records of this court and of the superior court of Pinal ¢ounty,
may be stated as follows: On May 9, 1932 Seldon De Goff and Flora Be Goff,
plaintiffs, filed a complaint egainst Ehtdl Ferguson, defendant, seeking to
gquiet title to certain premises in Pinal county. After various pleadings and
proceedings, on January 5, 1935 the minutes of the trhal court show the

following orders
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"IT IS ORDERED thet said motion to strike be
and the same hereby is sustained; the defend ant's
third smended answer be and the same hereby is
stricken; and that plaintiffs' motion for judgement
be and hereby is granted."

No formal written judgment was filed until February 11,
1935 when the trial court, over the objections of defendant, did sign and
file a formsl written judgment, However, no minute entry showing a
rendition of judgment on Februery 11 was made. Thereafter defendant
Ferguson appealed to this courte On October 14, 1935 this court rendered
its judgment on the mtion to‘dismiss the sppeal, (Ferguson v. Goff, 46 Ariz,
260, 50 Pac. (2d) 20), in the following language:

"eeselt appearing in the record of the present
case that no v alid judgment has ever been rendered
therein, the appeal was prematurely taken, and the

motion to dismiss is granted."

A motion for rehearing was filed on October 28, and
denied on November 23, and the mandate was duly issued and sent to the
superior court of Pinal county, Thet court on December 6, 1935, and after
the judgment of this court above referred to had become final, made the
following orders

"It appearing that the minutes of this Court do

not disclose the hearing and proceedings in this

wed cause had and done on the 1llth day of February,
1935, the following minute nunc pro tunc as of
February 11, 1935, is hereby ordered made by the

Court sua sponte, to wits

"TThis ceuse came on regularly this day for

heering on the entry of judgment and defendant's
objection thereto, duly filed; and plaintiffs, by
counsel, having waived appearance either in person

or by counsel at this hearing, and defendant appearing
by He Jo Valentine, Esq., her attorney; and the said
H, Jo Valentine, Esgo, having filed herein his objection
to the attorney fee incorporated in the proposed
judgment submitted to the Court by plaintiffs, but the
seid Ho Je Valentine, Esqe, agreeing in open court
that, if the Court finds plaintiffs entitled to
recover attorney fees, the Court may fix the same in
its diseretion without the introduction of any evi=
dence whatever; and the Court having considered the
metters now before the Court, and the seme having
been submitted to the Court for decision, and now
being fully advised, FINDS that plaintiff is entitled
to recover an attorney fee as prayed for in his com-
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plaint, and now at this time hereby fixes the amount
thereof at the sum of $150,00, for which plaintiff
is entitled to judgment as prayed; and the Court
FURTHER FINDS that pleintiff is entitled to judgment
as prayed in his complaint as found by Hone Ee Lo
Green, former Judge of Court, as evidenced by the
minute entry herein mede and entered on Januery 5, 1935;
and
"*IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that judgment in accordance
herewith is hereby given plaintiffs, as more fully
appears by the formal wiitten judgment this day signed
by the Court, which the Clerk is hereby ordered and
directed to file and enter forthwithe!"
and a certified copy of such order was mailed to the clerk of this court,
.There was, however, no motion now request addressed to this court that th e
mandate be recalled and the case reopened for the purpose of correcting
the record and reviewing the gudgment of this court theretofore entered,
and therefor, no action was taken on the communication addressed to the
clerke The matter stood in status quo until January 31, 1942, when Seldon
De Goff applied to the superior court of Pinal county for a citetion in
cause No. 5252, supra, requiring defendant to appear and show cause why she
should not be punished for contempt of the judgment and orders of the
superior court of Pinal county, in that she persisted in claiming rights %o
the property involved in the action above referred to and had trespassed
upon said premises under claim of right in 1940 and 1941, A citation was
issued, and it appearing that defendant was in the state of Texas, a copy
was sent her by registered mail and was duly received by her in Texas. On
February 16, the day on which the citation was returnsble, the matter came
up for hearing before the court, and De Ve Mulhern, a regulary admitted and
practicing attorney of this court, appeared to represent defendant, stating
that he was prepared to answer on her behalf to the citation, and that she
had not been within the state of Arizona from the date of the application
for the citation up to the time of hearing. The court held that it was

the duty of defendant to appear in person, and refused to listen to her

atforyey. He thereupon entered a special appearance, objecting to the
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jurisdiction of the court on the ground that the judgment of the

superior court referred to, and on which the proceedings for contempt
were based, was wholly null and void, and that the court had no juris-
diction of the person of defendants The court denied the special
eppearance and refused +to allow Mulhern to partieipate in the hearing
for contempt which followed, and after hearing testimony on behalf of
Goff, entered the following orders

| "It is the judgment of the Court that Ethel

Ferguson is guilty of contempy; that she be punished

therefor by paying a fine of %25.00 to the Clerk of this

Court, or fifty days in the Pinal County jail."

Thereafter this proceeding was filed and al alternative
writ of certiorari issuede

There are several questions of law presented by the fore=-
going statement of facts, but the first and most important is whether
the alleged judgment of the superior court, made on February 11, 1935,
and on which the contempt proceeding was based , was valide It will be
observed thaet an appeal was taeken from such purported judgment by the
d efendant, petitioner herein, which appeal came before this court, and
it was adjudged by us that there was no v alid judgment in the case as
of the date of February 11, 1935, for the reason that the record before
us showed that the ruled of this court in regerd to rendition of judgment
had not been complied with, and the appeal was dismissed. A motion for
rehearing was.made anddenied, and the mandate of this court, to the effect
that no judgment existed, was on November 23, 1935 transmitted to the
superior court of Pinal county. That court thereafter made a nunc pro
tune order which, in effect, stated that notwithstanding the record as
presented to us on appeal showed that no valid judgment had been
rendered on February 11, as a matter of fact the things necessary to
make the judgment velid had actually occurred, but by inadventence on

the part of the proper offiecials of the superior court of Pinal county

the record transmitted to us on appeal did not show the true facts. The
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action of the superior court of Pinal county since that time necessarily
has been based on the theory that it by a nunc pro tunc ord er may,
without our consent, validate a judgment which we have helf v oide
We had before us, in the case of State ve Superior
Court of Pinal County, 22 Airz. 452, 197 Pace 537, a question as to the
effect of the judgment of this court, and therein we said:

"A judgment of this court imports absolute
verity. It must be regard ed as free from all
errore 1t is final and conclusive upon the
superior courts and the judges thereof, and they
may not question such judgment, neither are they
permitted to hamper or impede the due and timely
execution of such judgmente

® . ..The rule is, when a judgment is affirmed
by this court, all questions raised by the assigne
ments of error and all questions that might have
been so raised are to be regard ed as finally ade
judicated against the appellenteess

and we have followed this rule consistantly ever since. Sam Ve State,
3% Ariz. 421, 265 Paco 622; State v, Griffith, 54 Airz. 436, 96 Pace
(8d) 752,

This court, in the case of Goff v, Ferguson, supra,
having held that no judgment was rendered on Februery 11,1935, the
superior court of Pinal county was without eny jurisdiction by any act
whatsoever to modify or change our judgment. 1f , as a matter of fact, a
proper judgment had been rendered on February 11, but the records of the
superior court of Pinal coynty feiled to show the same, the proper
proced ure would have been to appeal to this court to recall its mandate
and permit the proceedings to be reopened for the sake of correcting the
record and to review its opinion and judgment thereﬁofore rendered.

But the superior court of Pinal county had no jurisidiétion, of its own
volition or by its own act, in effect to set aside the judgment of this
courte The alleged judgment upon which the contempt proceeding was based

being.no judgment at all, petitioner could not be in contempt of the superior

court of Pinal county for violating its termse
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While it is not necessary to a decision of the precise
point involved herein, we might point out that if the Goffs are entitled,
on the actual facts, to a judgment in case Noe 5252, supra, we have pointed
out clemrly in the case of Chiricahua Ranches Cos Ve State, 44 Ariz. 559,
39 Pace (2d) 640, the menner in which such judgment might have been
secured und er the old rules afte; the decision on appeal, and we think
the new rules indicate an appropriate method whereby it may even now be
secured,

The alternative writ of certiorari heretofore issued is

made permanent.

ALFRED Co, LOCKWOOD

CONCURRINGs

Ae Go McALISTER
Judg e.

HENRY D, ROSS
Jud g e.
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