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QUALITY STATEMENT 

The Arizona Geological Survey is not responsible for the accuracy of the records, 
information, or opinions that may be contained in the files. The Survey collects, catalogs, 
and archives data on mineral properties regardless of its views of the veracity or 
accuracy of those data. 
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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES FILE DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: FERGUSON COPPER PROPERTIES 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
LAST CHANCE PROPERTY 
OWENS PROPERTY 
JIMMIE OWENS PROPERTY 

PINAL COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 612A 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 8 S RANGE 12 E SECTION 35 QUARTER SE 
LATITUDE: N 32DEG 41MIN 25SEC LONGITUDE: W IIIDEG 04MIN 10SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: TORTOLITA MTS - 7.5 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
COPPER 
SILVER 
GOLD 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
ADMMR FERGUSON COPPER PROPERTIES FILE 
WAR MINERALS REPORT 1943-LAST CHANCE MINE 

(COPPER) 
ADMMR U FILE 
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. Mrs . 'Ethel .FerguSon; Box 1397 ,EIPaso, T,exas 

FIGHGUSON ~ Ethel 
Box ]397 
El Paso } Texas 

1-20-43 

See l\f1.Jl .. I.ONE COPPER - He assay by A.S,,& Roo Co .. 
See LAST CHANCE 

See Llll.ST C.HiU~CE - re mi.lJe& El Paso COl1venti.oJ.1 

See LAST CfmNCE - re El Paso convention 

Box 1397, 

, 43 

10-9--1,5 

11-8- 45 
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0bt m 'u~#Grimt}l . lEI Paso Herald· Post 
An Independent Newspaper 

MORNING and SUNDAY 
A Scripps-Howard Newspaper 

EVENING 

NEWSPAPER PRINTING CORPORATION 

E 'L PASO, TEXAS 

September 27, 1945 

Mr. Charles Dunning, Director 
Department of Mineral Resources, 
Homebuilders Bldg. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Dear Mr. Dunning: 

I am sending you a map of six townships, suppli
, mentary information of the development of my Last 

oj 6hance mining property. 

~ Gold, silver and some small amount of man~anese 
has been mined in this vicinity but not enough ~ 
development done to prove the possibilities. Every- ~ 
one has become discouraged. The land is held by . 
stockraising homestead and leases, .mineral resources j7JL . 
to the government. If the Department of Mineral 
Resources would do the technical work, I would be 
glad to submit my claims and believe the Federal 
government would appropriate the money_ 

It would not inte~ferewith the four cattlemen 
who are using those public lands and we might have 
something. 

Yours very truly, 

J 71Uo.J-~ 
Mrs. Ethel F 
Box 1397 
El Paso, Texas 

P.S.- Please return enclosures if you have dupli
cates in your files. 

EF 

EF/pv 

J 



Mrs. Ethel Farguson 
. Box 1397 

Ir.l Paso, Texas 

Dear Mrs .. Ferguson: 

October 9, 1945 

Mr. Dunning has just received wOl~d from Governor Osborn 
authox'izl,Jlg him and roysel;!' to attend the El :.Pasoeonven.t.ion ne:{t 
montb.. 'llhe Governor will be unable to eclftend personally but will 
prepare a message which we will present en.d hope it oan be given 
suitable publicity. . 

I aru returning the maps on thf3 La.st Chance pl'op(·rrty since 
~vve have duplicates in our files. You realize of course how little 
progress is being made ill mining development these days due la.rgely 
to unoertainty eonc~l"ning the. f~uttire of' copper and €,;"Old. I fei~l 
qu1'ce optimistic t however- ~ that if secondary copper 1$ stookI)11ed 
as proposed and gold advances in. :prioe aSia expeoted, there will 
be Luuple capital ava.ilable f'oI" new mining operations" Much also 
depends on the attitude of the S. E4 c. and tht~ trend here is in the 
rj.ght direotion. 

The labor situation of course is bad - new mines oannot 
be opened at the existing high wage , l~vels until :prices are adjusted. 
We can only hope tor the best. 

GAB:LP 
Jt:nc. 

Hoping to see you in El Paso, I GIrl 

Yours very truly, 

George .A. Ballem. 
.A.ssi8tant to he Director 



· . :~ 

MR. CHAS. H. DUNNING, Director, 
Department of Mineral Resources, 
Home builders Bldg., 
Phoenix, ~ r 1 Z 0 n a. 

Dear Mr. Dunnin.g: 

P. O. BO:J;: 13-97 
EL PASO, Texas, 
Septa·mber 25, 19~ 

Since the atomic bomb and the mining of carnotite in Arizona I know 
- , 

the Department of Mineral Resources will want to make more investigat

ions of the radioactive metal deposits. 

See by the p~ss the government is re~erving all deposits of uranium, 

actinium, torium and other radio a~tivemetal$. 

My Laet Chance property in Pinal County was invest iga ted but not enough 

work done to determine the possibilities. (This was for copper only.) 

However, with the depletion of copper, as well as other strategical 

material, seems to me the war has demonstrated the ne,d ot domestic 

production, as well as stock piling. 

There is also silver and I don't know what the silver situation means. 

I have exhaueted my resources, but since no one has questioned the Derits 

of the property, and it is a matter of tinane ing the property, something 

should be done. 

There are pitchblende deposita and the surprising applications recently 

discovered for radioaotive substances, should be utilized for general 

beneti t of soc iety. I say this because my copper property has been kept out 

of production by the big mining co~nies who have foreign copper they 

want to import and a oowman who wants the water developed at mine. 

You advanced·. the only constructive idea that was mentioned, wmn you were 

here in El Paso la.st year. I wonder if you will be here this year? If 

so, I would like 'ito meet you and talk over the situation. 

The public lands are- also confused and the a.tate is not getting the 

revenue they should trom grazing leases and mining on state land. MY 

county was not surveyed until 1919, and I have a very accurate map of the 

six townehips surrounding the mine, (thanks to my late husband), but I 

don't believe any other rancher has. 

It is such a colossal proposition that I won't go into it, but I would 

like to have my property further investigated and put into production. 



Chas. H. Dunning - Page 2. 

I understand d tAut~ntPut down some drill holes , without my per
mission, and said results "discouraging". But I als.o have reliable 
information that not enough work was done to determine the possibili
ties of ~ property. The war demonstrates we need domestio resources 
and our copper :reserves have been depleted 34%. No big deposits of 
copper have been found, although $4,000,000 was appropriated tor dl~
covery alone. Would like to see the Departzoont o:f' Mineral Resources 
take the lead. The small mine owners teel like they have been "$old 
down the rivertt. But don't quote m, for it is not the diplomatic 
thing to say. 

Ethel Ferguson 



~'. " 

Mrs. l£i~b e1 F'erguson 
Box 1397 
ttl Paso, 1'ext\s 

Marcll 7, 1945 
Box 495 
Tuc ~;'lOn, ;,1 .. 1'i zona 

No doubt DY thi;~ time you huve heElrd from. Mr . Mulh t~rn 

relati~e to a pending deal on y OU? copper propartya r have kept 
t In;) pot i)oiling on tb. l u eVHn thOl.ii;.s l:1 :'?OU haV8n't h eard vary mu.ch 
J:'r-01:ri lJlf,;} c.1\:,;ring tibs past year. 

I c6:il assure ;j ot~ that [~n;'y eO.::ltr~ict you enter into wi th 
th t~ d·Au,trGlllont~J will be to your advantage). Ihu V' f3 3 1)0n1; cons ider
a ble timH Bellin;:; ~L '::~Jil unJ '+..;16)i1' a3B,O (~ i uto[~ on thr,3 idet!, of' a, 
1138()hlng oJ)8ra tion, und. Ibeli aVe a deal now depBi.laa ' on your 
gettl1ig tOgB't;,hdI' \d th Mr. Gatt'.. I know yOl: htnn" tJXp:r~f:sst.~da 

vi!l111nglless ' to do this and hope you ~, till are 01' the Sel1l8 , mind. 

Kf.,e.p me posted on developYllf:;in tB and it mDy be that I 
can oe o f' serY~ ce to you. 

GAB :LP 

Your::~ 'Verry t r 'uly; 

George A. Ballam 
As s i gtat,nt to the Director 
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Mrs* Ethel Ferguson 
Eo}: 1397 
'.81 Paso, Texas 

April 11. 1944 

Many thanKs for yOUX'" letter of Ji'.riday and am 
$Oi-try to hear that you have to undergo an op;::;:ratiol1, but ·ant 
pleased to lcuow you a.re now back in good shape,me:rely need.lng 
a chance to rest. AviZ01l8 sho\lld be fl. good place for that. 

We have changed our office and aro,· right next door 
to your attorney. lYU'. Mulhern. 

The RFO are still cOllsider1ng ·teV'orably loans 
oll QopperprQperties~ The copper situatioll has .been rentersed 
in.. the last few mOl1ths and. t.l':ley arsnow crying a shortage o.t 
uop:pe:r. 

Gasoline and til"€1~ are still t.ight and I believe 
yOlJ. would fare better by eom~ng by train than by ear. 

JSO:1ES 

Hopi!lg to see you soo-n. I am; 

Very truly yours~ 

J. S. Ooupal 
Direotor 





~s. Ethel F'En;·gusori 
Bo]: 1397 
1~1 Pa;Jo. rrexas 

Dear Mrs" Ferguson: 

]'ebrau:ry 4, 1944 

I tUll sorry to hear, in your l etter 01' th~~ ,3rd that 
Y,om; applicat,1onfor loan has been dise.PIJrOved. The War Production 
Board TJJ)3.y have 'the power to proceed despi te the legal dispute on 
ti tle, but this is only done in eXO ~)l)'tional Celtses if at all. 

ThE9re it) another poin.t whic4 may have ird'luenced the deoision 
apart :f."1:om the title question and that is the tact that we now ha.ve 
an ' excess of copper for immediate war needs artd there i .$ no desire 
on the pS,.rtof the Goverl"Jllent -to open up newp:rope:rties excepting 
where tlJ;'eyi3llo\~l exceptionally high valUt~saud low eosts~ 

,i 

I am at, a loas to give yoU aw fUl;,th0radVi~ '-'on the 
property as I know nei~~h.cjr pl.'i'late capi tal !lor GovGrUlnent funds 
care to enter in'to mine (rpGI';;'ttlo;n.s wh($t'e a title is ip:volved. 

180:1ES 

1 ~ S to Ooupal 
Director 
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Janunry 8, 19Lt4 

Mrs . Ethel Ferguson 
. El Paso Het'cdd 
El PaoSo , T ex6.s 

Dear :Mrs,. Fe-rguson: 

1)18&(;)8' par don my del ay in replying tv your letter 
of December 31~ 

I ba lkod 'Hith VL BII Gohring r egF:i. r d i ng your property_ 
as did Mr. Ball&m, and He gave Mr. Bisbee, t he field en
g ineer, all of t'he informn ti on necessnry s o tha t h e could 
contac·t Mr. Goff" a .. ud mal;:e th0 oXt.uuiua tion. I unders t and 
the exami ne.: tion wa.s made t hi s 'Neek ~·Hld. your appl i ca tton 
will go to Washington wi~h t b8 report by the R. F.C. 
engu1s e r.. Tbe reports are conf i den t.i 1-11 so 'Jfe will IiE.ve to 
awai t the tr'oc0szdng of your applica tion in Vh,i8.!'JiuciS ton. 

Yours very truly, 

J. S . :-Coupal, Di rector ' 

I 

\ . 
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RECONSTRUCTION FINANCE CORPORATION 

WASHINGTON 

325 Heard Bldg. 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Deoember 29, 1943 

Mrs. Ethel Ferguson 
P. o. Box 1397 
El Paso, Texas 

Dear l..1:a.dam: 

Re: Mrs. Ethel Ferguson 
Docket No. Phoenix B-494 

I have today received your a.pplication for a loan 
of ~~lO,OOO on your copper mine in Pinal County, 
Arizona. 

It will be necessary for us to send an engineer to 
examine this mine, but first I ,would like you to 
advise me what arrangements you wish to make for our 
engineer's visit, and whom will he meet and where, to 
show him. over ' the property and assist ' him. Upon 
receipt of advice from you, we will set a definite 
date for the examination. 

Yours very truly, 

" 

~0.a;-~7 

; • I 

W. B. GOHRING ~ 

WBG:dem 

cc: Washington 
Ie Applic. 

Supervising Engineer 
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I\'1X'EL, EthGl ]'G1's"Uson 
P. 0'" Box 1397 
"El Pa.'3o, tl'e:x:aa 

Dec:(:mib 81' 7. 1943 

Xn Mr. Coupa.l t s absence ·tobhe nv;etherll pa.rt of' the S·tat~3. I \vill 
reply to ycmr letter of DeC6Ulber 6 J 1943" 

You aho'tl1d a pply 1'01" an HFC loan on the La,st ChC>Jl.ce. 
still being made. r·t will be rwcE1Bsar-y for you to ohtEiin 
-ri118 following agency: 

W(t B~ Gohriug 
Supervising Engineer> Hlre 
325 Heal"d Building 
Phoenix, Arizona 

1'hEJ,',;;e loa.l'1B c.re 
the blariks from 

MeanWhile; you may ;:,,: ;>ply for a zero, Clllotn 1"l'11.10h 1I1l3.}~8;:1 
fi ve .... cen~ premium, QI'i:5eVelli;e8n·~ceilt p'l"i c:.:. on copper,. 
application is enclosed. 

you eligibl~ for the 
,An affid,:l\ri t fo~r m,:lklng 

~ 

You might also 81>I).ly f()J~ thf3 adv&mcep:r'amium since a cle(3,dline for thc~B0 
applications has been setf'or Ih,;::G("..mber 3;L; 19.4..311 If your application is made 
before tht1t ti:n8~ it 'will be eligible for COllS ifhrrct't ion. lIthe necessary blal;UHJ 
are enolosed :Cor this appliGHtion vvhjJ~h should bH submittBd in q1.lhdru.I>lieate, . 

We have been keeping yOiJ.r property in the i'oreground wlienever any interest 
has been 'shovm III th.l;' opening of a new (~OppE)I' miIl8~ I'l.l i8 'lmfoT'tnnat;e that you 
have had no action so fal'» but; I. bGlievo y.:.)ur Intention to work ,it yourr:wll' is 
a good lIlO.VO.. You eaD. be aS8urod of our a~jSi8t;mlc0. 

Any correspondenec ,l to save time~ should be direct ed to Mr. Coupal at 
tht3 Phoenix office as I spellCionly part timo hero and 'INill be back in rr'UC8Qn 

next week~ 

With kindest pe:rsonal regards, I am 

Gft~13 : J f:~S 
ENe 

Yours vErry truly , 

George A~ Ballam 
Assistant to the Director 
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Dear Mrs . Ferguson: 

Mb.ny thanks for your lett er of' '1hur~}dElY and I mn ~30rry you were 
1J112,bl e to meet; Mr . Pott0Y<.. Mr. Rlll :::tnd Mr . p Q·tt e1: are 8v:id.6n·tly pre
pared. to try and buyout; Mr .. Goff and i f they do t hat i t '/fill bi~ pos i:; ibl e 
to deal on your property . None of the properti es justifi e~ according to 
t1.l8 present r' rc.ct1ee of buying Jaines t ti. COllf-5. :id..ere.ble chuh pa:ymon't or 
f3v en, a IN)J:Y 111odorate ()n'8~ dud I doubt very FlUGh if tl10 par'tiGs int eres i:; ed 
wcul ct (;;v en consider J'imlilY O"'IO'I1 S claims . ~lhn. t i s , ho'wever, if}ntirely up 
to them. 

Th i.~:r8 is anotl1e:c f' :~l ctor ·tb~ t has JU(-1t cropred u p In the copper 
si tuution and tha t i s <~ rEH~i;;nt oI'der i :.3su o d from Washing ton s t a ting • t hn t no H'rivanc ed :r::':reHl hnu;:; on cO,i?per :iill be gr::.m, ted H!'ter Dec0mbe.r31, 
1943. The. t ffl0fms the bes t anyon e CUD. get \1i11 be 17 cents a r ound for 
t U('3ir 0oy.;p i.3r. ThE) copper 8i tus.tlon is not C!:lcou raging t\fl r;apo ~· -td f 'rorn 
Wh shi.ng ton indicat{;J thn t t here i s aVH-ilr, bl e now [·)ufficie:n. t cOPT;f3 r to 
tuke 6ar e of the aar naaassity u~eds end t he situat ion on copper i s no 
longEH'" c r:'itiea.l provided th ey ·IrJi:~i.in JC1Ltin prl3sent productton wl:icl seems 
I'ea8on~j.bl::3 t o e:~\'p0c t. This in.:f"orm~~t iori wac Dot; 3.V~i .il h bls to . Inc a t the 
time I phol~ed . you all,i J. \\fire on thid .!.-)O itl.t ~in.d n di:J cu :~;nlQn of it Qf:Wle 

iLbou t 011 n(}on ~'J8 d..r.i. a8ddy ,; 

I will con tiJ.lue to Nor k ':'{i th Illr. B>tll '2n.d hOf}C t o hedr from hi m 
'iI i tilin h fe w day s. 

On a ccount of tbe now c1:u:;.ng<::! ill t he Co~p'pi:;;r Hi t;~ation brougll-~ 8. bout 
by H :revL3iO~l of th o f i U;uroi3 fo r eOPI.Jer2t?quLremcn t s foX' dist inctly. wc.; !" 

effort, it is .going to be 3 little more difficult f or privets. capital 
to oons idar going into n o'!¥' eO £'.f.'() r Ii:r"o:iuc tt on as the~Gov (:::rnmen t ·orders a re 
a distiue t move to Jinc'QUrugl"l opening up ue\'l proJ'ertie: s . Thi s L·; not 
v ery c1.t8G rful ne ws but it i13 the con_li tiol1 ~i3 Y<}e nO;N find it. 

Wi th o&-s t 'Ni 3:t.~e8 ~ em 

• 

J. Gou:pa l J Director 
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Mr.. J.sunes M. Hall 
1722 East Sixth Street 
~rue$onlt ArizorH3 . 

. De;:;.r Mr. Hall: 

Oct&Der 18. 19Lr3 

ManJ-'- tha::ltCS for your letter of Octob€r 15. I do 
think that 1 t would b 0 advlsablD for you to meet 'wi t hand conter 
wi th lYLe l! Mu.lh($rn of' Phoenix who ls the 6.tto:rney i"or Mrs.,; Jl'erguson 
011 her property. 

It lB impossible for me ·to say dei'ini tely whether' or not 
an operating loan call bf.; obtained on tho p~:,opertY' ·co provide the 
neCeSL'l8.J.'Y mil1ing 8<.;Lui j)H18UG , cDmp building,. oJ!el"~:!ting capi tn.l, e·tc. 

As soon a~~ you definitely know whDthal:' or not you can 
make a \ieal tha '~ would be 8atie:f'a(~tory to you, I W01..Ud suggost ·that 
you lH.'$.I)a.re a milV:) l.)an a.}'>I}licatio1'l.. TherG is no ~elling before IE:.nd 
whe t h6r or nqt ~ch a lomi will bl~ grairted. . 

In thf) application it is neceBS$.~J to pi~t"pa:t"e and pre:S(~tJ.t 
:full information regarding the pro:p ~:)rty with etrtimatf1s of costs 
of' min,ing', goo,d sEJ.mpling and assaying of th,:s ore body as exposed. 
outline YOU!' opel"'s.-bing plfU1S a.nd shew defini tF:Jly that f4DU have a 
lJl{;.rket for the ore .. 

I will be glad to confer wt til you r .$garding thi.9 when 
you are preparod and when you have 41'1"1 ired ut a tent0.ti va decl.l 
on the propel"ty" 

Yours veri 'truly; 

JSC.:Jt.LBS J. ~~ Coupal. Director 



Mr. J . S . Coupal, Di rector 
<1:1:3 Tiome Builders }31).11o.in[.:. 
Pho en ix, Arizona. 

IJSJJ-Y thanks 1'01' yOlJI' 
I I' e o c' iv e~ d I D.s t ev en ing lJPOn ri1Y re t;u~:,n 

17 22 Eas t Sixth Street 
~·.1'\J C E50n ./\r iZOJ.1H " 
Ootob e r 1 5 , 19/J?i • 

..... ; ...... .,;,;.;;.~.,';o;.\ 
.-,J'''''' , ... '1'1::<J'· ;) . 

_~~:-;;;:~\;';<", ~1:::~:~~J ~:" \, \ 
{J~? \ '~'''\?, .:.; \:" t,~ \ 

~~t', ,tJ '~;~, . ' \ 
'"'~!" \ S .... {!,\\~~ \ 

i~' ~;; e !~e*~~--:{;t;'::~:~~:~:~;' 
I hav e hE~ e,rd not .hing f "llrbheI' frOT(;, l.Trs. ]ler guson 

cllttl,ong.h. ,S0 n1(-:~ '/JCJ8ks a.go she i/\fEJ.f:l to adv is 8 m.e: und er vlb.at pric e 8J1cl 

t e r m. ;:; ~3hc vIou1d b e vI :Llling to 1 eDBc me her prc)"!:)8I't y and it VI 01J.lcl 
seem that your suggestion that I cont a ct her attorney , • Mulhern , 
is 8. g ood on e 

In thc: meb.nt 1m,s v1 i 1 1 you be }cLnd enc)tlgh to aO,V1S e 
me vThethc:r or not I c. o·uld g et clD olJer8ting loa n f rom tl1. t; Governrn0:D.-G. 
This 10m} vvou ld be us od to pl} TCha;:::e the ne: o eE:l~j ary mini:ng equ ipme;]J,t , 

'1" -, ' )' I -., • " c· ("1 Yl ' T' -l~ i" ("I' 0 ~ .!~ <"1 1 c' .t. R') 1 ' h 1 "r T hr. ·· .... . C1.L "i '"1 -'- ,~, ~ 

~E .. ~~t 1~~' ·t;~:!:·~ i~~:;~:'t2, 5 ~8~(J ~ ()oJ1'~n~. C)'~~IJ :'·ooo \~ ~~ · woul~ l.~~. l~e~ e~~,;~~~~:y~·Jt~~~~'~;~:lY 
I would persoTle l1~\r f"u.rni sh t .he f unc1 E:: nccc[:i :.:; ary to take O Et1'e of the 
C> of'f 1112.tt e1'. 

My idea would be to put th e propc y by on a shipp i ng 
b EJ.sis of 100 to 1 50 tons d El.i l y i rrrrncc1 i ate l y . At the El3J!:18 time d o 
vihat ev e r tr~nchine; t hat vvas neC eS88.:ry to de termine the extent of the 
are body and to put down a few diamond drill holes in close proxim
ity to the p r esent we ll, to b e f ol lowe d by other holes should the 
results of the trenching p rov e satis factory. 

this 
I 'Nould 

mat t er. 
to 



Mrs. Et hel F0r~UJQn 
Box lJi? 

(},U()}:3[?;f.) I~· EtlJ_}J.nl D.<};:J 11·b.::.l Et J.. f.~· .1G t~(3Ilr .f.~rl{)Tr~ (':;' IJLr9 u J tutiB i3 l~I~ 118.1J_, · ~lf?;: .:2 

E:~·:~c~ t;, 6tIJ. ;.3 tI{f~;H2t , rrl\ C.:·. ~() 11 , 'h"" l ]() J.. f:!.· .lIl ·t(r~~"(·) ;~·4tt; ·i 1rL tr~:9··ill .~X 't(} \\10 J:~t~ (')tlt r; .. Ol'rlf3 

I r}Et V~3 ,,'~u ~ ,~t t i.-ll}{!~3 (t ;/l~l. t J-l. )\~(I·~.. }) o '\T 3 .~;'i1:Ll~L }l :':~ ~::~ll irl 'f;~t '~ i ~:} l)'uil ; . .i.i.il ~~: cUJ.d. 
'~':f;" r ~ .[~~tlll-l C: .. : I~I~ ; .. lilJ~ :)r.-c· i t i:;'; t("t )1 ()'t1 e 

~a.f.; 2/ (}\1 ~\;,.:~; ~Ll }~r!o:;1} .l{)n~:.~ (~ t') f:; tJ<y :r\ ·t~ \':;(;()f~ ;;li }l~~!; t.:·:~ ':ql ~'. i qt: I ~'1(),cl1)t T:[ C)J~~/ i[lU(;tt ·:.=V ()1.t ~L ;j 

'Of;::: f H.3 t; t; .J .. c~(1 t~ (;~·e(·, .·[~(:} · t Ile '}J~iI~ If.3 :,~)"":r t:: .• :~~~ tI~}li::~'r' i3 i ~ :} :r.l () · · ~1:.1('1 t:~ tic)}".\ ill In~t rn:Lll ("i tn.l. 't 
-}Jb ;t r~t t;,~::.:: .. 'the 'Ad}" 1 ;:;. f) '\.fiC.'J{: i -t, ;s111 ~) C; '.TDt'/ dLt'ficul t ·to Ol)c:nl n.r the;,;e 
~,tt~:_t :c.:gi j}f.~ l. coy.'·· ~pt~' r~ :;> I~(~ l) ~~:~ Ia t i «) [~ a I :e y'() u. ,1(; 11(,-t t~:; ~.) ~; ~i () t :. OIl 210":';'- '). i ·t i ~, vex~y' 

J .. (}I1f;.bl(j '};11i.:!11 ~~:L~.1 (J. i.:e ~/,(}{J' C.::\jJ. t:~~e~ t~ .f.:i Ct ~l()Il, Eff/ ::3 .~1 tll(}l:t~.; }l YCJl1 :-~ i ·} t~e t r:t 
(~l (;F:· ·r t;i tJ)_ (~ * 

I i J f;:3"l {~j~ .: : ; ·tl~:c·U'l::C:tl u~0 1J bo·ti.~ ~[l ~J.VE;~ :..If:)f'.i 'o_i t ~;~ c.l.u.i~nr.~ {.lD.d. l;:~:r,<)'obs~r)l~\l ~::~ ~cr;JJ1k~. 

inju,3ti(:s '/\!'o"ci,li 'o f!; ,lono it' oithuI' one o f' yo'u, obt!:i.ined cl'~3't;d." titl e . W:Ltll 
tlJ., :; . ' ~; r :::: orl!Jl :f' (;,JlinE~; n~:( :L :,:; ti nb betd8811 ;;tent and ):,1.1' .. Goff I b 811811(; j.t (.\Ji88 

to det:;.l throu.;~)l u. tl'iird, f:.:: Li: rt~v and I h8.''Ve ,',:; 1,Jgf>1~}t cd to ILc .. H;;::.ll thc} t he 
(~O f1 t I~·i. C t :\11-"3 tJ fiI ull'l t"l '.rrl.. Y 0 tl j!Ji 1.1 1.1. ['1. ...J. () 1) L) ~ (3 (.11 ~I' 1~ C:: J) i~~ (1 i "1 .. ~ ~~ (~ t 1. :;.I. :c r~o:n .l/[ I; II{ Iii 1.11. X1. (~~['r~ 
~r;,e~; ~:1.~r(l illb~~ t11.i s • 
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1722 Ess t Si xth Street 
rpuc ;=;:C)D., .A.I' l zorr~j 

t ;~ilk.od 

october 

.\1' 
I Of Haom .h 01M) BuildGI'S 

Buil::Lin(~; ~ te:lephoD. fJ) 3--7605.. iVi r .. l''{ulhdI'lt 1 H the: ::l.t; tornc::y :['01' Mrs ll 
P~;rgti.;:30n u.n:.i I bell >s vrs tL ~:; o:ul ~\/ ·3C:7 t~ d6<:::.l O;:l..E bO iilude Oil tht.'; 1?orguE3on. 
T:l~O,~p:~'< :r.~t;si i ~~ b~r 11 ;:·: vi!1;~i~ 7ft)1J ()"t, ~~()Ia(;, -tlli,.'r"(J. T::hT~'G-~/ d_(; ,:.~ :L ;~l i rec;t \'l i tl1 tll(-; 
fl 'ttc)":e·).l ,t:;:~~r ~:'iIl \~i lil.re

., CtCLef~ 'l J\l'r~~ lEulll(0 ·.t~~~: 1 :t,;,:-·~ t L. :p~int:;~ ~J01Tle 3 'te~pf~ V(;·.t"+~y 81~'() 1~t l ~y 

t (} : ~ t '};~ ~'."ti{;}~ t ~~~:Tl ,t :tJ.i :~~. I~l.:'i t~ t f:'l" ()tl 't.o 

r t:<:LV'::~ ·'F!.-it t en to Mr~~) .. F'o rgt~Jon .'u~ '1 ~Er. I;lulh ·Grn b'~i ;.=> , un/I \X/G both 
;j.C)~iC ,;;0 er, Il : ~l O:Ul(:; r-:c'o(-!;re~3;~', to 'Nc'.1"d get ting you du d l\1r '" Mulh(~I'n 

togwtb. ;3I' i::~.n:.:;. gettiilli::; 1\;11'", Mulhnr.'jj. c?U"tll OI'i ty to· net for ,Ml"S .. FcrguBQl1 
so JGh·~~: t lw C:<.:iLi (le8~.1 ctlr' ee"t \:'lith l~~r ~ Gof'f or \with M.r.~ Gof'f 1m-a ttOl'lh:lY, 
I f ;{OlJ. have D.;lythinE; dGfini t £') i n If'<ind ~ I Vl0uld r;uggdst tb'.~ tyou GOnt<":let 
j\:tr." ~ .\\!.tul1LH·n diro(!t u.nJ 1'or' tb. c~ t:Lm.G '00111(:; ,J.iSI'2gard MrB. ]\n'guHon. 

r b (~li ·8' 11 ~::' Lt 1; \..)n ~s' t~Lnlc: or O ·tl1 ~ .. :,: r~ h:11~ ;J ~ F'e X~~~tl t}O.D. t..lt}lrf3d 11.1~. , jr"jull:,::.:rr~n to 
i:; e.ke lL'T' G {:!:~)e foY" I"!:;.g2Lin,ing cl eil"c tl tI e to th(::. ·ji l"0 i.>82"'ty on a 50-5D 
COI1·tiJ~l t;;<JD-·t bU~j i F3 fi I \10 110t bci~l.i ~:?' 1r0 J\:1.Th u I~lu~111 ·:.~.firt ':~"iill ill uny' ~~Jt:i:yi" 11,01 (1 
'lJ. ~f) . <, ~-' (1 c; fi l " 

J~ 0~Coufal , Director 

\. 



Mr . Georg e A. Ballam 
413 Home Builders Bl dg. 
I~ hoen:i.x , ;It'i z oJ1a . 

Dear Geore: e: 

1722 East Sixt h Street 
Tuc s on Ar1z01l8. 

October t). 194: ~) 

DEPT. MINERAL RESOURCES 

RECEiVED f 

f ')( .... r /' \;.J , '7 .194] 
; p'J··:a ~:- ,\,,: 't I , . .f",'. ", . 1\ F' I '· "jij . . '. 

!."'---~---~--------~ .. -,.~,;~~j 
MEtny thclnks I'or ge:tt tnf~: me the fergns oll re ~port s o 

prolnpt~y. I 8rG. returrd.l1@:'\,i the BEuue tog e'l~her VJ i th the LicConne ll-
pEl. l mer r eport. 

If I u n d erstand the status of this property Goff i s go
ing to b e a ble to keel:) l!I ~c s . JTel"'rj lJ.SOD. il1, t.h e courts for SOrr1E:; time to 
cOIne , and ' t~,he onl'r ':Nr.:'';{ 8. de a1 c an b e made by ;,/:1hich the nrOl)ertv c an 
b e '\;:ro -rl("c'-' l] • rt '!")'iT ~1.-.1.( · ~ .. G' Ci rn~ 1.,' ::J ..D a'" ,., z:,i',l l'- 1:" · ~l.. h ' .1. ..c,:o b ~r Tt rl~ ' 1'1'

J 

h ·" ' ft l 11 
• ., _ . • >- \.,- ~, l .:J l . ~I n~:.l. ,,- l _, .. ,:) ~ ... , O.L, .. ,~ .t •• J-IJ.Cl ? J. • (1ec ,~ l v..... "-: O.J. .~ . J ,J • • , •. _}_c.... e \ ] _ .. _ 

i~: :!"\Te her 8. clean bJ.11 01' health. rr hJ.s ror;({ TJ.8ceSSl ta:c e t ne DUyJ_ng 

of his iNhole ranch, v.rh ich I dont belE~ i\Te V10l11c1 run into a helJ,. of 
8. lot o f money. Hav e you any idea i.vhat his ranch can b e bOl1g ht for. 

To make any kind of a success of this undertakinR one 
\//0111d b.ave to oper a te on a scale of a t l eas t 100 tons of 8h i l:)~p ing OT'e 
d a ily an d it VToulcl t ake a cons ic1erable 81J.111 o f rnoney to properly 
equip t he propert y for such an undertaking . Do you think that I 
i/Jould have any tI'ouble in getting a g ovorll_:rnent loan to do t his BJJ.cl 
if s o what k~1d bf a loan shou ld I apply for and how high could I 
p~o in aslcil1-f:: for the nec eSfJary funds. 

Naturally I lJ.nderstand that I vlould hav e to provide 
the neces s ary funds to (ge t rid. of Goff, but I b e lcive that I could 
do this nrovided I was assured of Government hel@ in the way o f a 
loan suf~ici ent to get me equi~ped and operating . 

. MrfJ. JTerfuson seems ver y' e l1x lous to do bus i ness hut 
as yet I have b een unable to ge t her t o g ive me ]Jric e and. condj:tions. 
I tmderstand thRt an a.t torney in I)hoenix n amed I\1ulheirn rel")resents 
h er and that h e has 8. one J:J.alf int e r es t in h e r J)ro~pe rty, and I have 
a hLllCh that. he is h olc1ing up the deal. Personally I think that 
they are danmec3. Itlcky to have 3.11Y one oome fOV,rard and pl.111 them 01J.t 
of the legal me s s t hat they are in, and I dont know why they delay 
in g iving me' the price and t e r ms. A fe'w Years rigo she offe r ed me the 
deal for $10,000.00 on a straight royalty basis~ and a royalty basis 
is the only iNa-:,T VIe cOl.11d dea l to {set a Gov ernment loan. The price 
does not mean so much if it is any- \"11181'e i/l it.h in reason D.ud the l ease 
long enough. 

IL"'lY s uggestions t ho t 'you rn.8.y b e able to g ive me vrill be 
greatly appreciated . 

~::lhan}(:jng you and vl ith b es t 1,!J'J.sh es , I 8Jrt , 



• s . 



\ 

Septsiber 14, 1943 

Mra~ Ethel FArguoon 
1£1 Pti. :;JO Herald.-Post 
El :PafJo(j' ;lreAE~ s 

Many thanks for your lett ~r bud a s s t ated; I 
see no '?Jhy at' getting: b.ny GXJ?lorbtt t on work cion!) ,": i thout 
first coming to a peaceful agr8~lent out of court with 
Goff. 

Would it be acceptabl e to you t o go 50-50 wlth 
({ai't' on a ny deHl th El t w:li:;;h"t. btS made to OP(El up your 
propf3 rty? 

Ii' YOU'nill indicate ju~rt ho'~l' you 'iTO u.l Ci, den,l, 
either Mr. Ballsrr or I might conta ct Goff and look after 
your in t GreG t s in tbu .. t :mr.m.:U(Lr 0; 

With best wi shes, I em 

-Yours very truly, 

J~ S. Coupal, Director 

JSC:LP 
., 
':\ 

... 



....... . ? ..•.. .j"" •••• w·.· 



~ ; . . '~ , 



Mrs. E'thel E'erguson 
,:£1;1 Paso TimG./3 
'HI PEH30 ; Te2Gld 

Saptmnbar 2, 1943 

I \.Vf.U3 glad to g(3t your letter an(i I have d.iHcU;~\sed the Last 
CrLcince v!To·rk ~\1i th G0oT'!~e B~lJ:..lari1e ---~ ... -:--, .--_ .... -,.,.-.. , 

_ You may Htill be of the opin.ion that you l2.l"li goin2; to f'lgLrt this 
cas-~) ,to a i'il1ish and 01 ther get the proporty baok or have Got'f' ;3 ti tIe. 
(~o:n.flrmed6 Whethf~r or not such i s the sane program. -to 1'0110,/'; i L'3 Ul) to 
YOlle Personally $ from the discu::.\sion I had. wi th George Ballum clfter his 
t(;~lk ',vi th M1'.. Goff ~ I feel (}ui te sure th ;:~~ t i:f Goff WHfl·, :proper ly 1:1})1')roaciJed, 
a de~;tl might be !118.de ;,;lH3Teby tb ati tl f) to the mining property would be 
elea.:rE:1d _provid~d you t'i.l1d. Go:t'f were _ to sha re in Hn y return :::. t hu. t might come 
from. 8 deal .. 

I f' the; p:roperJGY i s opeI"at ed Goff knm\i8 t ,h;1t he Gould get pro btl bly 
8, better '~\i'd, ter SUPI)ly to reJ.llece the present wId. ch woulj fia-turally be 
dis'uurbed if mining oI),:?rati011.8 were illad.e.. He does not '/tan't to take auy 
acti ve part in m1nin,5 but ho doeg feel ~). s though hE: bought H GOV t)'rmn0~l t 

title arld ttu::. t· he i~3 enti tled to BVGl"ytt,ing on the lart,d which includes a 
~pol'(,tion of your miningol.e.dm.. Ndture.l.ly h(') i8 going to figh-c to H finish 
,and thi.s me(~::o.~s a costly Ii tigation :tor both of you. .. 

You nw.y believe you ChE find nome WFly of getting 'thf~ Gov~~rnm8nt 

-1; 0 figh t your battl f3 and. g~)ttha1T.1 to revoke the title already given to 
!Jafi' or ra th8I' 'bo the ptLt'ty from 'Nhorn he Imrche.sed· the property. I 
seriously question this as tbe Govf;ll~nmB'Ut gave the title and na turally 
it is going to be difficult to find. :'3,ny other brFUlCfJ of the Governmli.m.t 
vrho 'Nill t xl'y "to work for a reseind:lug of thG ti tic alrEN1dy granted .. 

My honest ;;iuggeG tion would be f'or you to call peacefully on Mr. 
tiot';r and enter tnto en n,g'reement, if po,ss:i.ble ~ 'llhereb.:r you ·t~vo would go 
50-50 on the d8C:i.l and then try to intarest aome s8riout~ minded people in 
m:udng" If it is nocessnry, Geol~gE~ Be:.l1am oX" I could go 'Ni til you ' to see 
Mr .. Gof~e II 

Thi u may not suit you at Gl1 but it is the·only possible out tha t 
I 1;~~r3()uallY C dU see l.mles ~3 you are :prepered to ent er a lOUfi; co[~tly 
litigntton, and my vis \\JS arB t i "at life is too short to Wflt3te doing that" 

Wi th best wL3hes 6.l1 d kindest regards» 

J. S. Coupal, Director 





:Mre· It Ethf?Jl i' :3rgUEJOn 
.B()~y:: J.397 
E;l p~\so) llexas 

Dear Mrs . Ferguson: 

Will you kindly fill out and return the en
cloSlecl ?3eport for -th ,") .Tim:m.ie OVf(:ras Property" l'his wtIl 
be oi' aHslstance in prc~3 enting the DrO}?t~rty to :J,u·terested 
:pa~eties .. 

:r ' hlJ.ve told H number of people about you:r La;3-t 
Chance Mine ~;lnc1 thC3Y will undoubt)E~<11;y' cOllt ac-t YOUI'. Among 
them V{C-3re- Mudd-Wisoman ~lnd VI! ~ 0 .. Hurnpkrey of' Pa-l:i tlgonia" 
Hope the dril.ling opurDt ion shows b re~l;l mine. 

Will be back in T 'UCSOl1 lld}ct week! 

George A... Bt.~llarl 

Assistctnt to the Di :.r"t;ctor 
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Mrs ~Ethel Fe:egusoll\ 
Box 1'397 
11;1 Paso, Texas 

I hav~J just recel. vod h mmno :from GGorg~) Hallam aftor he hq.dmet and 
t al ked with Mr. Goff. He s t a t es -that· Goff has been advised. by good 
authori'cies that~ his pa tent canno t be get ~:ls ide and noff s tates 
thF.t·~ he will t ake all the steps he can ·to defend the propert-y. Ballam 
stat es that Goff says he has refusod to allow you 011 any r 'epresentati ve 
admission to the xn.1ne and will con-tlnue -to do so and -tb.{:'lt he is roady 
to deal with any r~epu·table outfit but' t.hat such dealings mus t be wi til 
him uS 01-mel"" 

I under~:rtclJ.ld th,3t Mr. FrmL1{ Wright has investigated the Last Ohance 
or '-.the Mudd-VaSe'lUH.n interests an.d '~ha -t he fund thepropBI·ty· interest
ing but turned it dovrrl on account of' th(~ inevitable;} 1i tigat iOll no 
ma.t t er who he deals wi th. 

I still see no way out or 13. solu'tion of your difficulties 81,:eepting 
a Gontinue,d l egal fight -to cle8.1" up the ti tIe .and I do not bolieve 
any. FHd8x"nl aidcs.b. assist in solving your problem. It is purely 
a.nd simply a case for ·thG Clvil Courts. 

JSC:lE 

Yours vet"! truly 

J .. S. Cov_pal 
Dirnctor 



Aug 24, ; 1943 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Director, Dept. Mineral Resources 
From: George A. Ballam 

Last Chance 
(Pinal 00.) 

~While on Ora.ale trip, ran up to this property on, 
Florenoe HighwaY,'i just north of Oraole Junation. Talked to Goff,~ 
the ranoher;~ who bought the script and olaims ownership of mineral. 
He has been a.dvised that his patent aannot be_ set a.side, ' and will 
take all steps to defend property. He haw refused to allow ~s. 
Ferguson or any representative of hers admission to the mine;'l and 
will continue to do so, Says'any representation on her part that' 
there is any ohange in status, or that the ground is to be drilled, 
is all bunk. He is rea.dy to deal with any reputable ',outfit, ! but 
was emphatic that any suoh dealings will be with him,'; as owner. 

Fra.nk Wright had investigated this thing For Mudd
Wi seman. He found it interesting but turned it down on aooount of 
the inevitability of litigation no matter whioh way one went. 

It would appear that it is out for the duration of 
title uncerta.intyo 



J 
Box 1397 
Jia Paso II Texas 

I 

Many thanka 1'01" Yt)ur le-t'teI~ of' August ?J, and I 
vnll say you did a good job 1%1 getting the i tern 
in 'tho paper. TJ.1~l·t tt6m alone should be tmffici':3ut 
,to &t'tl"aot some potential buyers .. 

I will b(' glad -to ~all your pr'(')p'tyrty t)D the 
n·t'tontion of ans O)lt~: ' l'lhom I th;ii:t1:t v~"oulc1. likt~ to 
tackle such property 0.8 tl;le (Last Cb . .s.nce. I will 
say, however it thut i t ·tf~k$s p1:f';t-JG~:;-- good Ictin(lJI's 
and therG a:r:'c ver:j 1'8W (:of thom in.. the J1'l.arket 
now.. Most of the 0PH!'cl'G01'S, 6.1?G looking i'or 
Government money and you calulot blame thern. for 
so doing .. 

As II said., I will be glad to call your- prop~rty 
to tlu'3 attention of anyone who j1J,ight b(3 interested" 

JSC~je 

1. S.jj. Cou.pal 
Director 





CARTER GLASS, VA., CHAIRMAN 

KENNETH MC KELLAR, TENN. GERALD P. NYE, N. DAK. 
CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ. STYLES BRIDGES, N. H. 
ELMER THOMAS, OKLA. HENRY CABOT LODGE, JR., MASS. 
MILLARD E. TYDINGS, MD. RUFUS C. HOLMAN, OREG. 
RICHARD B. RUSSELL, GA. WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., MAINE 
PAT MCCARRAN, NEV. CHAN GURNEY, S. DAK. 
JOHN H. OVERTON, LA. C. WAYLAND BROOKS, ILL. 
JOHN H. BANKHEAD, ALA. 
JOSEPH C. O'MAHONEY, WYO. COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
HARRY 5, TRUMAN, MO. 
THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. I. 
FRANCIS MALONEY. CONN. April 25, 1943 
DENNIS CHAVEZ, N. ME~. 
JAMES M. MEAD, N. Y. 
WALL DOXEY, MISS. 
BURNET R, MAYBANK, S. C, 

EVERARD H. SMITH, CLERK 
JOHN W. R. SMITH, ASST. CLERK 

Mr. J. S. Coupal, Director 
state Department of Mineral Resources 
413 Home Builders Building 
Phoenix, Arizona 

My dear Sam: 

I want to thank you for your good letter of 

April 22, with which you enclosed a copy of a report 
/ { 

made by the Bureau of Mines on the LaSj Chance 

property in Pinal Cotmty owned by Mrs. Ethel 

Ferguson. This infor.mation has been most helpful 

to me, and I certainly appreciate your courtesy. 

iNi th kindest personal regards, I am, 

very 



Mrs ~ Ji~te1l1 li'erguBo:n 
Eo:;.:: 1397 
El Paso )~i}~:LKas 

.<1' . . . ... \ , 

r::..u", 

Ghu.rl :~~8 Wlllis jUE~ t h:::;d & long wi!' ;::; f 'rum tjrenator Haydoll. regr:.rdln.g 
you.r pr91Lr'ty HEd I 8.8Bi::.~ ted ]:.\.1m In, CI.?;I"~i::: .in :l.nf\'!~t·mat iOll will ch ViraG wired 
ba cll , -to Senator: Bayden~ In ·the wir~ li'J ~) c:u.J.l9,d {J.·~tDntio:n ·to ·tho :t~1ct 

tlu:rt ~3 i:)J:v;rto:!~ Iviaci'f2ll"'LJ.n.eknevii oi' yOUl" (~aS Ei l-jrl. d. sholl.let b{~; c,oru:,:ml't od~ 

You must bear in i.ni:ctd tb .. :.l fact thet t liLr.·~ G:jl' :{' he:.~'5, t:i tJ.c to the 
l'orty acrrS$ of script and as the (~Over:rm10rrt gfiVC L itn t.L.it-: title, or t\t 

l C)Hs t gfrvC' i ti -CD tl.le original E\PV1iu?.ltrf.i :CU2 tbJ':} ti. tlo. it fye028 l),s.e'2>leBG 

to 0.:;(pect t ,h Gm. to deny ·the .:::<1 tout; ;;\i'hi (;11. th(';~'" have gr8.J.r~ oct (i l'(j}wut 
pr;ocess t h rout{,b. cour't,. 

1. SGe }'J) other Bllswer to ·th:ls ¥.ind feel b.D ·tl::i.t)ugh the program V'if6 

outlined to.you should gGt tht::l si·t"Ue~t1ol1cleanedup. ':rht~; i'irr:rt B;te~p 

WClGto i:;fi~t H X't)8training ()I'd0:~' on Eb o r-ling> then fJorae u(n"'t oX' ird 'OlYil1a l 
agrsemont vV'i t h Liari' so tllii i~ -C1H;;~ iTdne,r al a rea mi gh t \ b,j d:cill ud and proven 
UPt Once it is proven. definitely a:nd results warrLiut t h :;: st£1rtlng of 
Op,(3l;'ations I b elieY:;) ,Go:C:t" is exrtitlHd to HO.m.e: reirn.bwsoment. Y()t~ may 
dif:f' '). r ~vvi~~h this o pinio':n "but il·r~:18.fH3C'ti\t(~ of what hlJ.r:~ lktppeu8d i I1 th.e 
past. Mr. Goi: :r i s tho :r'Glcogniz.od o Wllor 01' the forty acres whioh la})s 
over pa rt of your mining claim. 

Minin.g c~;;nl1ot b G do;no ::Ln 'the b cst slYJwing '~vi thout I"uiu1,ng the v.rnll 
whi.ch repro~1en'ts ~tJlh~ n1<::'.in v a lue; or the forty acres i;t1 Cl,u.est'ion .. 

I am in hQpes tha t '1\]6 may h06.I: OOJ."itGt.!;ling T"':Jgttt'din g -thi ;::3 from 
;~;enn tor .Ha .. yd.,an aftsr 11>3 is6iis our v~iro~ a r;> o:;:,crG on the ~,) rO I)'; :;rty» C3.nd 
hLU3 c!.')nsul t ~~H.i 'iNi ·th Senu .. 'to r l\i»J.oi'd rlt~,ne on your yI'op(:Jrty .. 

1SG;kk 
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Dear Ml:. Coupal, 

I Vlas glad to get your lettel" of April 15th ancI to 
learn of the encouraging re 8u1 ts of the corl1mi ttee m.eetings. 
On account of tra:Ln schedules the meeting in Nevl rilsxico has 
been held up but I plan to attend. I was told yesterday 
that the meeting would be held in Silver City instead of 
Deming. 

f'Jly trou.ble goes back to the practice' of the General 
Land Office of issuing stockraising and scrip patents over 
valid mining claims. Tn the past the cattlemen had no regard 
for facts. As in my Cc:lse you kn03. having been on the pro
:perty that there are no i mprovements or orops. Nrr. Goff 
merely l)ut a fence arol.ll1d hO acres of scrip and across the 
rr>.c:+. (l1,C} 'n ce -.1. S'ln"'\Ooe· at +1,(::> ~'c'l";J·l·ce 0"'" lll'~~ lni,'1'i}·e-.... 8n(q '11 6 .wC1.L .... . .JJ. ,.L •. ,~, '..t"J::''':> U. v_",· .. :t ,. l. _J •• ..) '--"11.1., C._ - ~ 

oGl't,ainly i;3n Tt entitled to any cash consideration for he 
knev,[ that the , cOllntry VTc1.S held by mill.ing claims. 

If t.he heads of the de])artr:Le.nt~ and that, also inolud.es 
Arizona state politics, would face the facts and realize 
that,vie'ro at war and forget their puny little jobs 'lie might 
be able to ao something. 

Since January, counting the trip I'Hade to meet you e.no. 
Nu .. ·• Ballam an-~:~ the past trip, I have spent more than ~1~500 (~\OOi 
And considering our initial investfuent in Final County and all 
the}3e yeal~s since my husband f s death it has cost me at least 
;i~lOO , 000 ., 

Since I have no eJCl)6nse money and haVe financect these 
trips solely Ol.lt of ray salary I do not feel like going any 
further. The property ls t.here on record and I hav'e beenlldrug" 
into the courts, not 011ce but tWice, without any provocation 
so YOl)o can draw your OVln conclusions of 'what I think about 
the AI'izona CO'llrts. I have written Senator Hayden to this 
effect also the Governor. Sena:tgr' l .. lacFarland lenoiNs about the 
f1funnyf' business for he Vlas the judge in the case. Another 
angle is the State Highv;uy Department. To my certain l;:nowledge 
they, along with the State Land Commissioner until IvTr. Vrilliams 
VTas a.ppointed, played a.long 'with these cattlemen at the eXI)ense 
of any decent reSI)ectable citizen. But theytre Hin" and there 
is nothing that I can do about it. I had hopes when Osborn 
Vlent in that h e vV011+dclean up the Highvlay Departlnent but so 
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far as I can see nothing has been done, politics as usual. 
So as I have said before t1in a great many words n I 8.1'l tll:cough, 
finished. And. by the \vay this is a personal letter, not to be 
:.put In Jrour files. 

If an(~k ,,;vhen the 1")aterlt is revol(scl on t h is land I will let 
you know. 

About the ?'pplication for a loan. They told me at the 
Bureau of Mines that al)propriations 'would be made and that I 
oould get sulphuric acid \,>111ic11 the Sierra Metals Company iNas 
una ble to get. I am sending you a map VIThich vv-as made by the 
General Surveyor with mar'kings so' that you llJ.8.y kno'll over vvhut 
a vast scope of countr'Y~ clevelopment has been held up and. de
layed. The Ferguson hO,Inestead is the S'\viso ranch, my ca"Gtle 
ranch, and the draf'tslnan made a mista1:e. All the country is 
held by stockraising homestead, Taylor land, and state selected 
land vlhich comes lmder Act 8 of t h e- rraylor Bill with all , 
minerals reserved to the goverILment. 

lvII'S ~ Ethel Ferguson 
Box 1397 
El Paso, Te:;&;as 



EOHG1:'ahlo Cd~C'1 EElyden 
DId ted StatHB Seni:d:;e 
Washington, D. G. 

. I m:o. enclo~JinJ.~ eo. r"3t~<n~t by tho H U:r.t)BU of 1iinG:g (,n t hE'$ Last Chance 
w1:l1,ch 'W(ll~3 rc~e011tly m;;:lde and t mlght ~~tf.ite tlm.'t 0. la.:rge Dart of the :till'or ... 
mation 'N8.S gathf31:'ed f-x"om dn.ta tha't Mr"s ot )r~n"gu8o:v. had on hand, I exalrtined 
the :urop~:rt"t.y e"Jlct adllisE-}d MY's 0; I"ergLl8on to the p:to C!oduro H.nd Oh::;1'lio Wi, llis 
h1.:UJ stated the c:)ndi tions ErLlrruund.ing '~lli') i:! r()l,,\(:J):ty cl.(;:;n.rlyto you. 

It is d l::~cidt\jdly a court l:~ue[-) tion ;G() bE.7t tl(~ vtll.1(;.thl'H' Gr~},{)t; -the pater.,t'tod 
script llo~;u.(~at0.'rld o'ND.;2-d by Goi'f' waG 11!tlid ot~ fraudulently obt;:'.lined. 

1'he ffLtggestiol1 rnade by' th1B Depo.rt'Dlent after looking O'iler the pro .... 
\ perty and cc;>rlsul t lng vIi th ·tho ~:i ttorneYfJ r8prtjS(~n't ing 1<lrl3 . - Ji'er gllsol1 was 
to obtHin 'th6 restraining lnt'ormHtion Etgainr;:yt f;~b()1"ling so tlw.t i'I'oe 
aocess rnight be had to the prope:ety an.d to ) thm1 pl ati on d1i:Ul.1ond dr1.11i.l1g 
todet (-;'X"minra the value H.ncl. ~::1c!it:,,:nt Ql' tho pX'oper'ty and vlh~~ll Gomp19tecl and 
prDpared to close nr:..igotit:ltiDuS 'wt t .h Goff so 8.;~1 -to buy fro::u him wtH.~:te'Ver 
:: ·/.f~>tion oJ'the grQund ~~G W(:J.G necessory. 1 os.liO'i]'G thi1t M1"'9 Goff would. 
b{~ f.1,gr~.)et,,;,b Ie 'tD some ::Tuoh plan. ~tb.e scri,Pt hOht'N:;'toad is ·(talu,t1.·ole clUB 

to thr::: f'act that a well wi th good, wu'tcJ' j. G located on thht portion which 
overlaps the ruining claim. The well is locuted in the best showing of 
ore and c;J:.J:y 1-vo1"1:,: done in l:"€\til£)virl.g tlL3 01"0 v{ould. ruin. t.h L: wel l . I b c~l j.fn,J!.~ 
oth.E,r water could be e.B'0tly obtain.fJd on other' ror·ti 021rl of 'the i'orty tiara 
$cri]rt homestea.d. 

NiTS .. ji'f.:::t"guson has b ee:~ f\Jl1y adv5::-sed but wants t he go}Vormu(;nt to 
fig.ht the CRfH) find pr(,p/:;) th ;;; vL~lj,dity 01' rH':;rmlnil'lg <.::16.1m,~-> ~·,ir.:.d r ennnot 
[38$ how -tilts can ~) sdon.!:). 

J"SG:kk J oj -13 .. COll ~.;8.1,· D1 rector 



Mrs .. E~thel "Ferguson 
Box 1397 
El. Paso, T01.:8,8 

replying. 

Arrril ;15 II 1943 

Thr~" boc.l, r1ngs by the Sub-eo:rrrmi t'tF38 on M1nin~ 01' the SaJll:ite Small 
BU8in6;f:~B (!ol1lm,l tt'& ~j ~'1~Jre 'Very St,l.CCeagfll.l' and r cJJl sorry to say tha t your 
propex,·ty 'NtiS not; bro'Ufzht up for tli&C1lSsien .. ' The obj ect of theBe hearin.gs 
iFrd.f3 to h~:t'lre t he indi ylclua l fl p r<asen t their problems and their evlden.ae. In 
this connection! woul\l $2J tl:, r:~t tL ~~ rf) i::; to be a hearing a t Deming. New 
Mexi co Oil AJ!rl1 24 and it raight be pO$51 ble fQr you to Httend tha t hEll'J.ring 
aud pros ent your evidence GO thc, t iii mi ght be plaoed in the Congressional 
Record.. 

Th er '3 e. rH nQ ne~v developments e,t pre-sent in the eOpj;H3r 8i tuatlon 
excepting e :-vromtse by One of' tho represent(5.t i ves of the War Production 
Board e,'t th (;: hjl,Hi ring in P-r.eseott that 8ve:r:"yt;hL1g p0861'b10 would. be done 
to g~rt; out more COPPO!' and that. it necess ary, e, price better" 'ohan the 
pres€lrrt bonus of' 5 cents would be paid. 

. .i :, 

Regarding your propsrty ! do believe th&'l t the plan suggested is tN¥ 
cUlly sound oue;nwnely. an investigation by dri~l,i~" itpoasible~to \'\ '\ 
det e;r'JJ'tine the val\lG df ' the propelt.'ty. N9W ' ihiItYGU !iliife ;t=i ' to'estrtiinlllg in.... ' \ . \\: 
junotionon Mr. Eberling so that you hay-a aocess to the property; I see nQ :\'~i 
l-eaeon why any :pros;,)(~eti '9'~ investor or inv$$tiga tor cannot go on to the " , 
propex-ty and do whatever Yivork he denir(~s in ,ox-del')o d.~t8'rtaln0 the next \ ' 
step which vlOUld be to deal with Mr.-Goff'. r do bel'1eve ' that Mr. Goff wLll : 
tfe en'ti tled to ~1 cash considera.tion as he ,purch&~ed the prop,erty and has :~ \. '\ 
U ~ S. Ti'tle, even though it maybe: fl.t~ yeti clfdm, ari Invalid 6nth '; 

. . ,: \. 
1" ;"-\ 

! rnus.tstl11 s'tick 'by' my ~t8.tementthatto ae'ttle that issue it utir 
be neeGssary to go -ho the courts and no amount of" plfa$sl1:r'e from various 
souroes \iI/ill help. I may be l)rrong b'Ll't this is my best 'judgment. 
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Dear IvLr. Coupal, 

I am VlO Eclering hO\[l; the Senatorial Inv6stlgating 
Corr..mi ttee C8....11l6 out and if my lJrOperty Vias brought up in 
the heartngs . I believe t h at IJroduct.ion would be increased 
if the govermnent WOU1. d kick out. those oat. tlem.en Wb._O have i 
practically been subsidized all these years with free range 
and let the miners vlo l'k. I have i.t .. rri tten again to the 
General Land Office protesting the issuance of stock rais-
j._ng hOlnesteads over val. id r11 i 11ing cla ims .. and I find in bring-~ 
ing my abstracts up to date that there is only on8 40 which ~ 
covers a ·Dart of the Last Chance t hat vIas issued ~ scril?~ ' 
It is my ol")inlon th8.t t he goverlllnsntwill r ev'oke ttl:?'; l;ate.nt ~ , 

Ml~ . OVlens, Iva::. }~dwards, a xJ.c1 Mrs . Durham have VJri tten me 
-Ghat they vlould be glad to do lJihatever I do. Of course I am 
not going to do anything YIlt110lJ.t the adyi~ of' the United 
States Bureau of Ivlines and t he liEineral Resources Department 
of the State of Arizona. 

I am vvri ting to lite . vYl11iams and Governor Osborn telling 
them to vlhat length I knovl the Cattlel11en T s A ssociation will 
go. If they vvere producing any :tHore cows for the v/ar effort 
they might be considered but to my knovrledge if they canTt · 
ma}:e LI-0011o proti t they just won t t play ball. Of course I . 
realize how strong politically the Cattlemen's Association 
is. The instance of the bombing range fo}"' eX81Jlple, and Lord 
kno\vs you can f t get any-thing in the newspapers. But at least 
I can relieve my feelings/ 

Please let me knovr if you knovv of any new developments 
in the copper situation. 

With kindest regards, 

Mrs. Ethel Ferguson 
Box 1397 
El Paso, ITexas 

'1lfw ~~ 
. 

P I < • . . . .. · · (A/rV--~ 
Sine erely , (I 



MI't3 \I. :H~thel:Pe:rguson 

P!i O. Box 1397 
Rl Paso, 'l1ex8.S 

Thanlc you tor your le'tter of J!'ebruary [.$ v.nd tJ;H!} CO ~)y of' 
YOtu:' le:tter- t-c, Ivlr .. D. if. Mulhern i:ns't;ru.cting him to start 
.pr 'ocedings against Goff and f£b(-;llng" Under the conditions, I 
know of uo o'thB;r." wail in whic~h you can ,PX'OCHI;'1d because the 
fir21t thing lV:~ces8fir'i 1£1 to Qlear'ui t10s. YibGrGa~l the gover:n
Ulent docs need copper th€)y will rIOt take tIle [~teps .necessary 
to olee .. r u:u cOl1fli(~ti Tl.g cla.l,rl1s", 

I ,f.!ln r ,·t-u:t115.ng b.et"~')Wi th c8:r.t<:~~in itl:rormf:~t:ton which may b~"3 
of" . value to you which lneludes the letters from the A. S. fi:. R. 
and ,the co:r;rtract frvlrl M:C' . Eickard. r f in.d 110 othf.n' l s: t't'?:r'i3 

f:rolli NIl"' . RlckB.r(l f.rxcept 'the oOPJ ot 't he letter. dated JQnU!~lJ::~y 20 
which I ~:Hn returning llHr Fnvj, 'tll ll 

I HIll sor:ry that V/(fl ,fierI:; unab le 1..0 ~lS 8ig 't you in getting 
the title si tuat/ion straig.hte.ued out without the nocHssi ty of 
court 9Nc~dure. 

I~f we oan. 'tHf! of aIry furthsr aB8i~TtarrceJ ! 110])(3 you will 
eall on us.. As it stan.ds n.ow it $eeiU{~ tO l}lH like a qUt'3ntton 
for the attorneys -to settle.. After tIE'! ti tlo i 8 .clear we. can 
then see whHt can be dOlle towar& il1tel"E1s1iing operatiD.gpar'tiE~8 
in your property~ 

JSC;k'k 
li!l1closures 

'V Gj:ytruly yo u:.t·s., 

J~ S. Coupal, Director 
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Mr. J. S. Coupal, Director 
Department of Mineral Resources 

<> 

413 Home :Builders Bldg. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Dear Mr. Couparl: 

We seem to be where we were, get NOWffiRE 
fast. 

Tm re is no reason we should provide Goff' 
with water. He has continued to carryon the fraud that 
was per'petua ted on the government in getting the patent at 
my expense and now with the need of copper it makes the 
orime doubly bad, an d Ebeling 1 s where he was. 

I am writing Mr. Mulhern to s tart pro_ 
ceedings against both of them (in your local courts) and 
to draw up a quit claim deed to Seldon noff giving him 
the part of the one claim be wants. 

However, it is my opinion, that both he 
and Ebeling will also claim mineral rights on their stock ... 
raising homesteads. No/ legally they have no rights, but 
if that's the only way we can develop the mine, I'm recon
ciled to the sacrifice. 

Will you please return con tract-letter 
from smelter and Mr. Rickard's letters. 

Thanking you for the time YOU've taken 
in 1:h is mat ter, I am 

Sincere ly yours, 

'7?JAL)~~ 
/ / v (Mrs.) Ethel Ferguson 



Mr. Dayton V. ~iulhem" Attor.ney 
Hcm~ B1111de~s Bu.l1d1tlS 
Pbq~n1x, At*1zQ:ltla 

/,- . 

As I remambe l' ~ to ".-.tart precee d1.n:g9 asa lnst 
C*:bff ;andgr;.~lf~gf ¥o~\)~r() te 1 t'would b~Hatterof an initial 
tputla1 of ~~90 •. 00# $5'0.00 as a xaetalnep. 

IaJ1lenelocs!ng fl check fo:r.:rQurre ta Inet* • 

. ', ! WOUld like f<>l.~. you t().~~w ups. ,quit 
'4 .1allw deed t()tbat~pt of the {Last tibl tlO." Vlh.hlllM~ 

;/~aWl1\llently obtained un·oo:r tha1t pa.tent s~ .. 1nl it to Gotf. 

to s . 
a C.bS: 
thi.,., 

I've aco.tl'act as ,.ou ~ tl"Qm smelter 
,' 8 ope a.i-. ,. Mr ·.Ooupal, gives. his op III lOll there 1. 

'\~ of a mine., The U.s. Eureau of rJi:lnes say t ,be 'Ultn8 
I dODO t knOW howt~ · the U .8. BU1~ea\l or M iDea W 111 

1'0. . 

, Rut the, t'aet 18 I've been beJup In(';!nt'blil. 
m'J life haa 'been 1D JeoPal'd7. 'aDd that of m,. alen~ ..... J):rt.oof 
of which is on :tile III Florence. 

Have been broogktb! toe ourt twIce 111:tiho ut 
cau.e. (I tmdep8tana GOrf8howedt~ U.S. BUreau of MIDft 
,englnee.ra al'ouad). 

Which .. lead$ me to bel ;fe·.ve, >46w111 &.1'.0 
try to . ,teal tb" adjoining olaim •• · 

A,s to the lTlOflG7.Va.lu.e. I doa:ttkl'lOW ftW 
tn.ell I've spent. I I'Ve mz 'old leaaes eft itte uLastOlJ1llee" 
f'1'()meurfao~ "la.l.· .. Ue4 at . ~}l.,.:('l .. ·. _ .. 000.00 • .. SO. 1. t W1.11 .deP .. i),n4 .0D 
what kil1d t),r mine '!a defilcped. Theretaa 'b_Ok ,of' . .5$1 
e.la.1Dta • I'dea,. the lea8~ $S·O,J)OO.~;()O aa .the-rt was what 
e18ht ,Cla.~s where s61111\8 fop (Jtloldoptloa. 

~ank1rt,g lOU for your ear 1., 8. ttent1 OIl to 

Very tru 1'1 .,ours. 



Mrs .. Ii:thel Ji'erguson 
? ~ 0 .. Box 1397 
1':1 Paso ~ r.r exas 

I :must apologt Z8 :l'urruy del['t:':/ :in 1'0 ~.J.Y), llC to Y:Jur lett ers but 
I :~l !::r\re b GBn t o a war Li (~"' t als conf'ffl .... e:J.ce in Denvs1' an.d baV!:1 only just 
returned. 

I have callaO. on Attol'ney lJ. V. l~iulh.0rn. ·and baiTc~ talked ~Ni th 
him : about my -views J:<8g::u"'dinil i~bn j'rO f:'l:;)rty.. Duo t::) the; f a ct 'that 
Mr. Goff has prtrna. facie -hi tJe to t he lan::.1 and. 'to t he . Ifil'f':.er8.1 , it 
would.. ut.lderthe 00110.1. tiOIlS t require e cGut;inuP.L..tion '.:.I i: 'th'8 .long 
l egal. p r o ceeditlgs for you "Go t~~;!t clear tit10 to thGIainEh, 

Due- to thG r(.:su..L ts f'r():m. t.he former court actiO~lH ~ H cou t tnua
tion is tD.H only HnBWGr '\,.rr.~lt3SS sow,t;J mutually ,:~ gre8abl,? plan can ' 
be f'ollowed. 

lhavet~'tlkBd: with hlr. :~qff and with :Mr~ Hurmnel, his attorney
in Tucson J an.d also wi·ttl Mro lillulhern and bel.i.eYi:; 8omnthingca.n be 
dOIle ,to pormi·t mil~ing~ 

Mr. Mulhern stated th~iL t he t}}CfJec·ted t C) be in truoson within ·t;he 
nelCtt'en day,s or two ·w@·eks and ne 'v1:111 0'£111 ortl'o.1r. Hmuulel. 

JJ'ro1llthe smel tel?' returnewb.i chyoUhave suomi ttedand tram the 
analYsis whichl re(}0iV'ed 1'r'0111 MI'. Rickard on thesaulj;)lel SulH.i'1~ttted; 
it looks a s thoug;11 there should be a SIl1all profi t on the ore. (rile 
~';l peo111len I eubulittt-'ld was for analysis and not for R s81rlple ot, the' orB 
~$ the shipl11ents rU£1de by you .h21,Ve a great deal rnore value £n det0l' ... 
Jn1nine(; mine run tl.la~ the me1"e 'cype specimen Whi{~h L submt t'tedfor 
analysis :tnorder to determine the alumina content 01' the ore. 

There is only one solution th.at I c.an see and. that i s an 
arrangement wht.n:-ebJ another source of water forMr" Goff Il11H1t be 
provide,d by drilling a new w~)11 .outside o:f' the 01."e body" It ruining 



fjtritr't;ed ';: t:h~Tl~ i. tS :no u;tH:isti <}n;:)"nt . lJd.iat ' ,t J.ji~ ' 'N8.ttn: ,l'rcim the vffYll, ~i.fh1ch 
:tS~ < lo'ti.sct {'!Jd ;.:t(;?\t"1:C'erlt1y ':'r i -gb.tirt , t h~:; C· l'G ' body whie.t; e CN3.S8e tot'10v'f oX' 
:it; Yiould:::. b (:: l:ux~~\o $stblG to'; 'l}UEnp 'fJ??;.-t t'1 I' '~. f ' .. minJllg i)~lF; I'~ ;t i i)11~} ,\!ir0J:!'e tUld.er .. · 
·t u;'~:m'1~ I have ,BUt::ges t; (ld thi s fo,ct to ii.;I' .. Ltullle-!'::u a'~ ,l(t I () eJJ .. 8V(; 110 

will ', t~_k(:.:' it;: iq:ltD cO}1r:: idet·ut:iol1 ': in h~A,;;· : t alk with: MI" e ; ntmlli!,elif ~ ' You ;'HdY 
n ot 111(6 : tl:;,i(i ::m.(:d~ho(i of· ;).p~prG,achon thi s sub ject b~ut ' tt is · e. quegtiun 
Q f' fa 11cH'iri h {i :SO:lli \"3 SU.O,11 ·tilell.D:.S () f ' , comprOlnj, $ G 01" ::Jls 0 G0 n t i rn2 ~ng vliL t.h ' 
a longle:gh~L ~battle·. 

" ~rb:~rE~ j,$ tVJ9,1l8SticD:t3.bly a 'coni'l,$ct in 
it can : on.ly 'b eBettled', by court· r; :roQ:~dure~ 

rigb.ts l);?~ii wllen there H iS~ ~ 

'rhe gcr~r~riJ.'Jlflent hus $. 

If you have s pent a 
isti.i.!3. t F,r:comp:eomiS.ll1 ' ·"wo1.l1d 

" , " ( 

T' . ~ ", . 

JSG:kk . 
' . '; 

J.1.'J.(~l rl~/ ';'.t c-; ~ ':, I~' [~ :e i gl.1. t 'J, 11. {3 t lJ. i 2) ::n,'l 
t)(; ·t .Lt-::':~ b t1f3~G ~)()s~~~~ il)J . E: S ::) 14l:t ti C)!1~ 
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P£Oi\~ Dt?l N~ttt? 
~~~~~~~=== EIP~$~~T~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

January 25, 1943 

M.r. J. S. Coupal" Director 
tepartment of Mineral Resources 
Phoen1x~ Arizona 

~ar Mr. Coupal: 

W . L.TOOLEY, 'MANAGER 

PAUL HARVEY, EXEC .VICE PRESII;>ENT 

. Two weeks are gone - lost " and we are not 
on the property. I've a letter fram ~. & R. and tne
assays were even a lj.ttle better tban old reports, ' 4 per 
cent copper. Mr. Stephen's opinion as to whether the 4% 
would hold up for shovel working, would have to be seen. 

The smel ter will buy the ore. I tve a 
party who wants to go to property - an d. Ebe11;ng an d Goff 
are still hold:lrig us uP. 

Wha t do you want me to do? There should 
be some one wlthauthority who could put these men in 
jail until we've found if we have a n:.ine or not. 

Ebe ling is dangerous. I wo ulE! say a 
peace bond would hold Goff. 

Have not heard from Mulhern. Please 
let me know what progress you've made. 

Wiih rest wishes and kindest regards, I 
am 

~ veLt;u~y;urs, 

(Mrs.)~~~ 



,t' . 

P£b~\~ Dt:l N~l@tt: · 
~~~~~~~~ JEt P~~<@)~T~~~~ ~~~~~~~ 

January 20, 1943 

Mr. J. S. Coupal, Director 
Department of Mineral Resources 
413 Home Builders Eldg. 
Phoenix~ Arizona 

Dear M:r., Coupal: 

W. L.TOOLEY, "MANAGER 

PAUL HARVEY, EXEC.VICE PRESIOENT 

PHOENIA, 

I judge you received the contract from 
smelter. Today I have a letter saying the A.S.& R. 'are 
not interested in develOPi~ tm property. However, the 
analyses was practicaliy 't same as th9 smelter returns 
of 1929-30 (that was report fran YOUI' samples taken on 
the 8th). 

You knoVi this has teen in cotU"'t a great 
many years and t :imes. Mo st recently las t year. The 
secretary of Interior has written me Ebeling has no 
rj.ghts to prevent mining and Goff has a. well fenced 
patent obtained fraudantly by a oatt1eman. 

Does the goverrment want copt:e r? Can 
Goff' and Ebeling prevent you frOm developing or invest-
19a ting to find if' we have a mine? If that lan't treason 
and'sabotage - w:mt is it? I'll relinquish my rights as 
I told you if you can get engineers there. How about a 
presidential decree? 

Sincerely yours, . 

. ~c£lkf£i 
(Mrs.)Ethel :F'erguso~ 



6 • 

Mrs. Ferguson is apparently waiting 

for some decision from you so Mr. 

Beddome suggested I mail you copies 

of her letters. 



f 
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Mrs. l~thel lTerguson 
Box 1397 ' 
E1P;;u~o , irex$.[J 

Dear Mrs. Ferguson: 

J'anuary 20, 1943 

! am enclogtngl:t CO py of a latter I Iv:t"ve just reoetved 

from the A"nsrican Smel tingand Hefirdng COlt at Tucson, on 

the sample I submi t; ted to thmn., 

I htrve not as yet been nblff"- to contDct Mrl(> Mulhern but 

will do so within a day and will r~port to you. 

J'SC:BA 

Eno. 1. 

Very truly yours? 

J o S. Ooupal 
Director , 



.Mr. Fi! M.~ Stephens 
p..meri,Qzi.ll Srnelt1ng &. Ref'hHng 00. 
P, 0 ... Box 22~9 
TncHon. Arizona 

Mu.ny "thblnh:a f ori your letter of J'a.nue.:ry B \~ri th 
·l 

the assay and no't;es on the sample from.. tbe Malone 

Copper Mine j Owll' S lierld D:i.St1"ICt,- Pinal Oounty; owned 
{ 

by Mrs~EthelFergus()n" 

:. s. Ooupal. . 
Director 



j 
rAI';'~.. BtlF:31 . :Fe:t:gusoll 
Box 1397 

lfJ nny than;' ~ s f or your li;,tt nr of J~iTi UP l'>\J -f61V'! th thB ~t-~oord ' 
0:2 the: shtpm.(m.t;3 TIlt:lde in 1.9;29 a.nd i9~)O'-'f~O;~ ·t;~; JLa~t JCh~nce/ 

I wi.11 oall on fAr .. Mulhern thi 8 week '/d th this ini'b1"ma
-Cion and f;'l CH;; what the next ,s-t sp to be taken iH r.egarding 
~(' c lir pro'perty~ 

I 1/i!i11 ;3.~~y n01!!J'I h ,:)1fwV'8r., the.t I 8eo of' no Vla:y except 
throngiltbe cou ::. .... 'ts to get this :px'obl s-m. (~17ared Ul)~ 

;:30011 al'ter i tt~lk w:Lth ;:flr~ Mulhetn, I \'i'ill advise Y()~l of 
the ()utcolne. 

JSC:kk 

J ~ f ; " Coupal 
Director 

, 
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Mrs. Ethal Ferguson 
Box 1397 
El Paso. TeXH;S 

Many thanks for th~ brief synopsis report on the Ferguson 
Oopper m.ine. I alll returning the origin'2tJ. Rnd al(~() t:.tn e'!ttr~r 
c·Ot1f"'-1ffhlch you may find use tor. 

As soon as .r r0081 ve 0 oopy of the f]:niel ter returns 1w111 
call on ~h:·.Hulb.$rn and diaHJUSS with hl~l the situation regn!'d ..... 
iug Ebeling and Goff. 

With best wish.es and kindest regH.rda. I e.m 

lS{J:BA 

Ene. 

Ver::l truly YOUl'$, 

J'~ S. Ooupal 
Direotor 
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January l, 1943, 
P. O. Box 1397, 
El Paso, Texas 

\ ,1\~\ f.,I ". \ j Qt~t\ \ " , I\. ,l- ~ 

~--:Mr. J. S. Coupal, 
Department o:r l\lfineral Resouroes, 
413 Home Builders Bldg., 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Dear 1:K.r. Coupal: 

It would be agreeable with me to meet you in Tucson 
on January 6 at the Santa Rita Hotel. I am undecided 
vlhether I shall drive 0 r oome over on t he train. I 
can get gasoline from the rationing board here for the 
trip to Tucson and they advise me that I can get gasoline 
for the return trip in Arizona. It is much more convenient 
tor me to meet you in Tucson for I have no business in 
Casa Grande. 

I know of no needed authorization. However,You could 
consult with Mr. Mulhern, my attorney in Phoenix. 

As I wrote you before, this man Ebeling is a dangerous 
character and I will not be responsible for what may 
happen. 



EI .l'aso Herald.·Post 
A Scripps-Howard Newspaper 

EVENING 

PRINTING VORPORATION 

EL PASO, TEXAS 

November 30, 1942 

Mr. VI. J. Gr a h...a.m 
Assistant to the Director 
Department of Mineral Resources 
413 Home Builders Bldg. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

De ar IVI r. Gr:.;hail: 
,j 

On f'lle in Florence, is my ree ord on Last 
Chance No .• 2. I have my recel.pts from recorder's office 
in tact - up unttl two years ago. In liettof assessment 
work and re Ioea tion of adjoing 59 cla.ims of whtch I have 

."./.7;..-.......... ) qUi t claim deed. from origi na 1 locat or «being unable to ge t 
/ / (i ,ir~..J~ . >. LN_~-.. OIl.--pl:Q~~~I flIed a stat~ment from truck driver and two 

~9{ro~·~'· .. "-.~/ IB.borers along with my affJ.davit that was prepared in Mr. 
~~i'i'4 ./,,/" FulbJ:aight's offj_ ce, Florence and is prope rly recorded. 
\ <",'i <:,J // 

',,--..-.r' . The U.S. District Attorneyts office asxured 
me at that tjme - that no one could j~,p the claims~thHt 
my rlghts were fully protected. 

I know now ,that I was -:. taklng my life in my 
hands and I would not take anyone else out to work - until 
.Ebeling and Goff are removed and will ~ aW~Y .e As to Goff's 
co n te s t on a pa rt 0 f on e cIa 1m, my on 1 y ide a 1 s to ha ve the 
property tested and 1.f it so develops there 1s a big body of 
ore ......... get it to producing and Mr. James Owens has his adjo1.n
ing cIa lm.s in good s ta ndin g too '~ 

Mr. Mulhe r~n ve r~T a bly han dIed the charges 
Goff brought against through the Supreme COUl"~t an d he will 
gi ve part iculars, but wha teve r charge s are bro ught against 
Harry Ebeling, Goff is equally guilt]_ 

Mrjl' Stephens of the American Smelting 8:: Re .. 
fining Co. of Tucson was also kept off. The W.P.B. could 
contact him in Tucson or for tffi t matter ' .:. I will relinquish 
my rights to any indi'Vidual or compa ny if they inve s tiga.te 
this thoroughly and detE}!"rnine l.f we ha ve a mine. 

(Mrs. ) 



mite £1 'aso mimes 
An Independent Newspaper 

MORNING and SUNDAY 

) 

EI Paso Herald -Post 
A Scripps-Howard Newspaper 

EVENING 

NEWSPAPER PRINTING CORPORATION 

EL PASO, TEXAS 

November 25, 1942 

Mr. VI. J. Graham 
Assistant to the Director 
Department of Mineral He source s 
413 Home Builders Bldg. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Dear Mr. Graham: 
I 

In regard to my I}J8.st Chance If mining property 
loea ted in ¥ ,inal Coun ty, Ariz ona, Harry Ebe ling an d "Se ldom Goff 
over a period of ~ars have refused to allow my representatives 
on the property to examine same and in this 'Nay have kept the 
property from produc inge Ebe ling most re cently (he had been aviay 
his homestead) refused to allow Mr. George Reed to go on the pro
perty. I fear that Ebe ling is 8. (l,angero'lls man and would caution 
your engineers. 

After an examination by the Interj:or Department 
made last year they wrote ' me that Ebeling had no T'lghts and tha t 
I could prospect and mine. All of which il\re kno'N. 

I am sending your letter to Mr. Dayton Mulbe~n., ,~ 
Phb.enix and am writing him to give you any information you might 
need. 

J 
Mr. James Owens has ten claims adjoining mine 

whtch makes a block of 70 claims thB.t we would like to determine 
if we have a copper mine. 

When 1 tis safe to get on the property I would 
be glad to 1!~eet youP engineers and accompany them. Tre · claims 
extend to the highway and back wlth a radtus of two miles, but 
there is such a sameness of tJ:e country and all land marks and 
roads p..ave been de.stroyed. that it is hard to find your way 
arolJ.nd. ' 

~ yours very truly, 

~/fdd-Jj 
(Mrs.) Ethel Ferguson 

~O. /3'i /:; 9 7 



mlf, ifl 'usn mimes 
An Independent Newspaper 

MORNING and SUNDAY 

EI Paso Herald,·Post 
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EVENING 

NEWSPAPER PRINTING CORPORATION 

EL PASO, TEXAS 

Mr. Jackson Hoagland, 
520-528 Title ~d Trust Bldg., 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Dear Mr. Hoagland: 

June 25, 1942, 
P.O.=!/= 1397, 
El Paso, Texas 

Could you give the public a little light on this decision? 
The Phoenix Gazette didn't have the courtesy to say Mrs. Ethel 
Ferguson. 

I h~ve owned valid mining claims, acquired by my late 
husband~ulius A. Ferguson, since 1923. I was sued by Seldon 

1 Goff in 1931 when he bought a ranc~ in that vioini ty, and I 
was sued again this year~-the Supreme Court said that decision 
of Pinal county court Was invalid. There ~~po1itics, a 
German, and J ap s mixed up in thi s. Al so the State Highway 
Department and the governor have not been cooperative. 

However~ until we see how far the WPB goes, all I want 
is the issue:'Jffas a miner any right~-brought to light. Why not 
say "Cowman Attempts to Steal Mine"? It would be no more 
misleading than the Gazette story. 

It is nothing short of sabotage and I have been waiting 
since January for this local court decision. I have contract 
from the A.S.& R. and they will buy the ore on the strength of 
what I have shipped before. 

Will you also run a small ad. The property is for lease 
and sale. There is a block of seventy c~aims, low grade copper 
ore, but a prospect of a big body of ore. All I want to know 
is if we have a mine there or not. 

Thanking you, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

~~kiM~ 



~·m 'U~#OJimtS EI Paso H~rald· Post 
An Independent Newspaper 

MORNING and SUNDAY 
A Scripps-Howard Newspaper 

EVENING 

NEWSPAPER PRINTING CORPORATION 

EL PASO, TEXAS Sunday 
Dear 1:,[r. Ballam: 

Congratulations on the appointment; to the Board I 
of Governors. I dontt think the picture Pay Dird used did 
you ju.stice, but v{ould use i t her e if you send me the mat. 

_ Will you be in El Paso for the International (?) 
meet. :M.r. Dunnmng really advanced 80li16 01..r~st cul~tbJl; ~; idea s 
here in t he l a st meet. Hope t he Depart ment o f 1',/Ii116ra l Re
SOUl-'>ce s i s abl e to c arI'Y out t he progrttm as CYLIGli:1GU , c;.8 

r·~-,t ~ ) cL i r:3xo.oncL cLl"J.l1i.'l b and O\'!'u3l""sJ'.i}). rr lle. G::r1?er i eJ~lC f) 0 :;:' -SJ:B ... 
~~ddt~ Uha,o.ue j. ~:) (~L 1~t.\. il· erdJul)lc 0 

~ " ol r::1 ·-l -~ ·"'e Y'~'~: :("~1010~'~)'ut~ ~"8 !::-1:~ S ·lG n ~~;(}·::~~? 0(.~ ~l~ul'~Sf-'l "'l:~]~~~:e:P:~)~l~:~.Cl~~ ?:~ .. ~~ 
,~, ;:.~ l _~ ",L L .•• r.J.l -: t ;'I J. ~~ ;;1 ( • ~ ~LL . '),) (... V~.~.:, b",,. .'. --oj. ' ''''; ',_ L .. ~,' L:~L~; ', · JU.~ v 

~,.J l'~~~"'o31')e ct ing aEd "t,~C'yC(:' , t,,-::: (~.e..,telo p a gold. prolJf3rty }:; GD,l" 

~, Tucson . They ge:\TC me i'CtVoJ.:>e.'blc :~'e ~/J T<~ i::. \',lYl.t C~,j'l i~iC ClOllC 
~. .~C!. ; , ,<: .'~. (~::~t~·,;J. ;:::;f'" I'd like to have the property sur-
~~ veyed or examined and a report made, something like the 
~ U. S. Bureau of ].[ines made. Never heard anything further 

"::';:~A from d' Autremont • 
"<~4 

'\'~; There will be some :parties here from the East 
to look at the Last Chance, after the first. So much I,.. 
VJ'ant to do, but seem to have no time. 

Write t o me, or better come over if there is 
anything urgent. 

Do you k nOVI if any state l and is being sold, se- ' 
lected? There is an avv.ful leak in state revenue. If the 
few cattlemen were forced to lease all that land they've ' 
used free, both state and federal, w01.1ld hel::;; the mining 
industry in Arizona. In fact, would help the ~'war effort 
if a fevl of those old fossils ".,'were eliminated. We'11 need 



l. 

2. 

j. 

" '.~:"; .~"! :' 

D-l:.r~ .. ifMENT of '' ,Jlr'N'ERAL RESdok~'fjS 
State of Arizona 

MINE OWNER'S REPORT 

Date ________ . _______________________________________________ __ 

Mine~~ ___ ~_g:~ _____________________________________________ ..... _ .... _ ... _ ... _ 
Location: Sec .. __ ~?~!.____ Twp .. __ i:~ ,--· : ---- Range __ __ ~J.:,~:, _ Nearest T own ____________________________ Distance ______________ __ 

Direction ... :_ ......... ~~a:st R.R .. _ ...................... ~-.- .. ; .... -..... -.. -- ..... __ ... _ ... Distance_._ ... ___ ...... _ 

Road Condltlons ............. _ .. u.u.~-'.-::-y;;;;-~~.~-.-; ..... -........ --,-.-.";t-r:.l.·-u.u .. -um .. 
3. Mining District an~ Cou~ty: ...... __ ........ __ . .............. -- ... j/~8 ..... t2l.id~ ..... -.............. . 
4. Forme:/,~~11~1 we ::6,u"', -- ------------ ------, ----.--;;!C-;, ;~-; -~---- -----.---- -- ----- ---, ---, ----,---- ----- -------- --------------
5. Owner "'~,- (p-- -:---., --------- ,-:~,- ,-, :.- ·-·· - i·-·····:···c.·····'c:~, --·----:---~--j--_______ " ,~l ~, ..3, ' :.£4, • "~, '" ------- ,-----~,------ ,---
Addre~._iJY2jL.f7i.-!;~ ... -.. u-···-·······1 ~go.iZt- One. ~ 

6. operato~~~ ........................ -...... -.- ..... t~ - ·~~ /~?Uf I 
Address. ______________ ... ~ ________________________________________ .. __________________________________________________________ _______ __ ________ __ .. 

7. Principal Minerals: .... ~l .. ~..t..~ .. ~ .... -....... -................. _ .............. _ ............ _ .......... . 
8. Number of Claims: Lode_. __ . __ ~.2 ... _.u ...... Patented ............................ unp~-;J,ted.~ .. __ ...... . 

Placer __ __ _ _ ___ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ ___ __ _ Patented_ ____ _ _ __ ______ ___ ___ _ ______ Unpatented _____ ____ ____________________ _ 

_ 9:. _ ... ~y~~. ~~.~~ ~~~.~.n_d:~~.~~~ra.i.n: :::':::::::::;.;~ :::: :::: :::::::: :::: :::: ::::::: ::::::::: :::: :::::::: ::: ::::::::: ::: ::::: :::: ::: ::: 
___ .. ___ ._ .. _. __ ._ .. _.. __ .. ___ ....... _._ .... _ ... u .. _E¥2 .. ~-;r:.::~ ···.-.·;··di .. · .... ·.·· ... ·.·u .... -.. --.u- ... -.- ......... -.......... . 
10. Geology and Mineralization: ..... ~::-~.--.~---e-.- ........... ~ ..... ---"'\-.......... -.----.. -..... -........................ . 
. u ... u .... -.. u- ............... -- ... -.- ... -.-.:;::4% .. u .. ~ .. ~ ... 4 .. ,= .... :~~~~:: .. : ....... ~ ............ -......... . 

, " "", 7~ __ , t:~ .' /-

2:cc; -7 --~ --- " --C~ ?-c;( 

-::::.-::.~ .. -:: . ~-:.--.::::.:-: ... :: .. :.:::.::::::::.:::::::::::::~-::~~.~;~~~ ... ::.~.:~~ 
1.:~ ..... ::~:~.~:~~.~~~.~~~.~~ .~~.:~~ .. ~~:~.:: :::: .. ::. ::::::.:: :~~:~": '.: :::'::.~~ ::: : .... ::'. ::: '~. ::: -.. : '.: :::. :~~_:~ 

PI;ease give as complete information as possible and attach copies of engineer's reports, ' shipment returns, 
njaps, etc. if you wish to have them available in this Department's files for inspection by prospective leasors 
or buyers. 

(over) 
'- , \ 

f' ) ~j;.) 
k .• ·· 



& • 

12. 
j 

Ore "Blocked Out" or "I ri ::>1 ht" : ...... ... ........................... ... ............... ~.~~._ ............................................. . 
. , -. 

Ore Probabl.e : ................................................................................................ .......................................... . 

13. Mine Workings-Amount and Condition : ................................... .. ......................................................... . 

No. Feet Condition 

Shafts .......................... ... ....... .................................................................................................................................. .. 

Raises ........ ... ..................... . .................................................................................................................................... .. 

Tunnels .................................................................................................................................................................. .. 

~;::~~~: :::::::: ---:::::1.::: -:: --:::--i: :::: -:::-::-::: :::::::::::: ::: :::: ::::::::: :::: ::: :::::::: ::::::::: :::: ::::::::::: ::: ::: :::::::: ::::::::::::::: ::::::::: ::::::. 
F 

.-... ~~ .. .... --- ... .. -- .. --- .. -- ... --- .......... ------- .. --- .. -.. -------- --- ... __ ........ ----_ .. ...... _-_ ........ .. --_ .... -..... _- ...... - .... __ .......... _- ...................... -----_ .... _-- --...... ............ _- .. .. ....... - .................. _-_ ............. .. .. .. 

14. Water Su,pply: .......................................... .............................................................................................. . 

15. Brief History: ............................................................................................... .. ......................................... . 

16. Remarks : ............................................................ -................................................. .................................. .. 

/ 
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D t PARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

I 
Mine LAST CHANCE Date October 30, 1958 

District Engineer FRAJ.\fK P. KNI GHT 

Subject: phone conversation with Mrs ~ Ferguson 

/ 
Mrs. Ethel Ferguson phoned (from El Paso) to say that she had decided to talk 
with us rather than fill out a~ine owner's report form. She said considerable 
had been done in connection with the Last Chance property in the past ten years 
but that there was title litigation still pending. She said that the drilling 
in the immediate vicinity of the Last Chance by Magma Copper Company was close 
to her property but not on it to her definite knowledge. She said that she 
understood that Mr. Goff had had them drill on his portion of the Ferguson 
claims. 

Mrs. Ferguson hopes to make a trip to Phoenix and probably will bring some 
information for the office files. She said she had much information and 
numerous maps available to anyone interested in the property. 



' ) 

DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Mine 

District Engineer 

M"'~ lihel . ",_0 ,Ito.... <,_ 11 , ... ) to .. y ~hat.he bad dettded • talk 
wl~ll ., • < eke I' th40 'tl1out a_ •• o.e't4, •• port fo... lhe, eald .... 'deyahle 
hael be •• done .tft coueettioli with the Last ClBaeepro,tlS'CY1.o t.be. ,a" , •• 1 .... 
bu, tut tbef'ct' \.'ft.t . CilIa 11 ", t.gatlen 'Itl1 ,eftelias, She ,.,.,ha" tob- 4rl11ln& 
in tll4~ :'-&t;. vlcd.~'y ., ' the Last Chellee ., Hqma Copper ~y ._ cloae 
... •• t ,to,e.o, out ., on tt 10 hey'.ftnt,. ktWwlecise. She Nt.:,;,ltat .hEl 
un4eratood ,hat • .-. Iofl hi. had Ibem .t'~11 o. 111 .- pe .. _lon .flhe: '.wsu •• n 
clal... ' 

HIP.. '."'dO.;· :bo.pei to _ka tit, .. lbOeai. an4 ,wbably-",',1 brtll' _. 
i_formation ·fcu:th ,- _fflGe fSl ', . _ h -. tal4. ;_- bAa mueh ,1n'o1:matioD anel 
nUl1le'ft\ll ' ,aavatla.hle to .,o.ne. ,,-a,. re.,.d ,. the pro - trey. 
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AMERICAN SMELTl.NG AND REFINING CO. 
MINING DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTHWEST 

.,J.. 

, P. O . BOX 2229 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 

W. H. LOERPABEL 
MANAGER 

January 18, 1943 

Mr. J. S. Coupal, Director 
Dept. of Mineral Resources 
413 Horne Builders Bldg. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Dear Mr. Coupal: 

I 
l~ONE COPPER MINE 

~ (Mrs. Ethel Ferguson) 
PINAL COUNTY I -ARIZONA 

OWL'S HEAD DISTRICT 

' . 

The hand specimen of copper are you left to be assayed 
as follo't118 ~ 

Au !g eu Insol •. 81°2 Fe CaO Al203 

.01 1.51 4.5 73.6 51.2 5.8 0.9 \ 16.0 

ran 

You will note that the aluminum content is rather high and 
therefore the ore not particularly desirable as a flux. Mr. 
Riokard says that we could, however, take a limited quantity of 
suc~ ore at Hayden allowing, say, IQ% free and penalizing the 
balance at 25¢ per unit making a smelting charge of $5.00 per 
ton. 

This grade of ore would net the shipper, f.o.b, Hayden: 

Smelter pay 
Premium 

Total 

$2.75 
4.;28 

i?03 per ton 

This, less mining, hauling,freight royalties, etc. would 
leave little for profit. 

I also doubt that a grade of 4.5% copper couid regularly 
be maintained in a shovel operation. 

cc: tAJ'HLoerpabel 
BNRickard 

FlVlS/ap 

Yours very ;t-lY i1 
6 . 1M. ~ tj)f- . 
F. 1'-1. STEPHENS 
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WAR MINERALS REPOR T 

UNITED S TATES DEPARTMENT OF TEE INTERIOR • BUREAU OF MINES 

Report, of the Burea.u of Mines to Hon. Harold Ickes. 
Seoretary of the Interior. 

v LAS T CHANCE 
Pinal County, Arizona. 

Copper -

SUMWARY -/ 
The. Last Chance mine is in the OWlhead Mining District, Pina.l 

County, Arizona. It- is about 37 miles north of Tuoson on Highway 80_ 

and 29 miles south 0-f?Flareno8) the County seat of Pinal County. 
-" _. I , 

Ore ocourrences are in an an andesite dike 500 feet or more in 

width and an indeterminate length. The surrounding rocks are granite 

a.nd schist. The andesite has beea sheared or oraeked in various direc-

tions. Copper carbonate and silicates are found in this surfaee area 

to an undetermined depth. Shall~w pits and cuts generally show these 

copper ores, although some outcrop areas are leached and very little 

~( The reports of the War Minerals Series are based upon field work of 
engineer-s of the Bureau of Mines together with cia ta available to the 
Bureau from other sources. The purpose of these reports is to supply 
infoMnation that may be helpful to owners and operators of properties 
exa.mined~ and to others who are espeoially interested in t hem. For this 
reason distribution i.s limited to those who request the re·ports in
dividually. 
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copper ~ineral is found there. One ohurn drill hole was put down in 

the central area but no data are at hand as to the exaot results,. One 

report states that ore was about the s~~e to 250 foot depth where a 

heavy flow of we. tar was struck. This wa tar now stands at about ID feet 

below the surface. It is reported 5 feat of 15% chalcooite was passed 

through at 80 feet depth. Five oars of ore have heen shipped from the 

j I 
property with an average grade of 3.45 ounces <: silver, and 4.2% copper. 

t 1 

This property oan be easily diamond drilled and a few :l\~l.e. '$· 

would quiokly determine its possibilities. It would not be necessary to 

drill over 250 feet in depth and the first few holes might show that all 

t he copper bearing ground can be explored with shallower holes. 

MO~of the area is covered with debris, but small outorops are 

exposed thro~hout the area. 

This property warrants further consideration and has possibili-

ties of developing a large deposit of law-grade copper ore. 

It is recommended that the property be prospected by the Bureau 

of Mines; first, with several trenches to determine possibilities as to 

the size of the deposit; second~ with diamond drill holes if results of 

trenching are satisfactory. 

INTRODUC TION 

The Ltst Chanoe mine was brought to" ~he . e. ttention of the Bureau 

of Mines by the owner. It was examined QY a Bureau of Mines engineer on 

January 23, 1943. Supplementary information was obtained from a privata 

'report dated l~roh 1931. This repert is based on the i nformation obtained 

from those two souroes '. 

I 
, I 
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LOCATION AND ACCES$EB.ILITY 

- This prope.,r~y is situated in section 3~, T. 8 S. R. 12 E.. 

. in the Owlhead Mining Dis'triot. Pinal County, Arizona. It is about 37 

mile,s north of Tuoson on highway U. S. 80 ~nd 29 miles south of Flor~noe, 

the Gounty seat. It is 16 miles over a dirt road t~ Red Roek~ a station 

on the Southern Pacifie Railroad" and thus within easy reach of the 

mnelters at Hayden. Mi~i and Superior. The exposed copper-bearing 

, ground is just off the highway on a practically flat desert floor. 

OWNERSHIP 

The ownership is claimed by Mrs. E~hel Ferguson, P. O. Box 

.~397, El ,Paso, Texas~ At present there is some dispute over ownership 

between Mrs. Ferguson and W~. Goff, a cattleman. Mrs. Ferguson states that 

she has been awarded a Supreme Court deoision on the title. 

The area is oovered by 60 oontiguous lode mining claims held 

by annual assess ment work. The , prinoipal dispute is over the Last Chance 

No,', 2 olam on which is looated the 250 -foot drill hole which is the 

principal source of water in this area. , 

HISIDRY 

While the preperty has been known for s. long time, little work 

has been done except in the way of shallow pits and cuts. Some ohurn drill-

ing was done at one period about 1918. It is reported that several ether 

holes were put down at distant point-s in addi'tion to the 250 foot hole on 

the Last Chance No. 2 cla~. No data are at hand as to the ~estilts from 
( 

these holes. It would seem that results were not ve'ry good or work should 
. ( 

have been oontinued. The property has been held for the last twenty years 
I 

by Mr. Ferguson and following his death" by Mrs. Ferguson, his wife. The 
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surfa.ce rights were brought up by the use of Government scrip in the 

late tWenties and were purchased Ie. tar from the orig inal buyer, by Mr. 

Goff~ As thw water hole was the t hing of most value to Mr. Goff, he 

has fenced that and has generally prevented entrance to the property 

by the claimants and other parties. Mr. Goff showed the Bureau Engineer 

the location of the property and did not interfere in any way with his 

examination. 

PRODUC TION / 
Five cars of ore were shipped from the property by James J. 

Owens in 1939 and 1930. That ore was mined from open cuts in the area 

around the 250 foot water hole on the Last Chance No. 2 claim. Mr. Owens 

had a lease on the property at that time. The ore shipped was taken pretty 

much as mined as there is very little discarded material around the cuts. 

The best of the five cars shipped ran 4.8 ozs. silver and 5.2% copper. 

The lowest, 2.1 lzs. silver and 3.6% copper. The general average was 0.03 

ozs. gold, 2.5 ozs. silver and 4.2% copper. This is the total production 

from the property and little work has been done since that time. 

The property has possibilities for the development of a large 

body of low-grade ore which would require a plant for local treatment or 

to deve1op~ ore of a grade t he. t can be shipped direct to the smel tars at 

Hayden or Superior, i n a surface area 10 to 20 feet deep. 

FUYS reAL FEA TURES 

This property lies in a flat desert area and a paved ~ighway 

passes wi thin 1/2 mile of the property. The surface is covered with the 

usual desert vegetation. with no timber or other growths of any v.a lue for-

mining p urpo s e s • 
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Most of the a~ea is oovered with a wash, with scattered out-

cr'ops in the dike area. These outcrops are from a few feet to about 15 

feet above the wash. 

The only substantial amount of water was cut at 250 feet depth 

by drill hole, although a little water is found 10 to 15 feet below the 

surface. No definite measurement has ever been made of the capacity of 

the water well. Regular pumping with a wind mill has no effect on the 

water level which stands at about 20~f the surface. 

5i@2LOGY AND O~ OCCURR1~NCES 

An andesite dike 500 feet or more in width cuts through the 

granites and schists of this area. The dike has been sheared and altered, 

but for the most part it is oovered with wash and neither the extent of 

the shearing nor the length of the dike han be definitely determined. 

Large areaS of the andesite dike appear to have been mineral-

ized, followed by leaohing and erosion. Some of the outcrops have been 

almost completely leached and at other places copper carbonates and sili-

cates show at the surface. Whether the ore-bearing zone .. which is mostly 

secondary, extends below the sub-surface water could not be definitely 

determined, The complete leaohing of some of the outcrops indicates a 

possibility of a deeper secondary zone, which might be in the formliof 

the secondary sulphide, chalcocite. It is reported that the 250 foot 

drill hole passed through 5 feet of 15% copper, in the form of chalco-

cite, at 80 feet dpeth. No reliable data conoerning this area at hand. 

DEVELOPMENT 

Except t or a few drill holes, all development has been in the 

form of shallow pits and cuts. While it is reported several holes were 
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drilled over a large area, t he location of only one seems to be definitely 

known. This is the 250 foo~ hole on the Last Chance No. 2 claim. Some of 

the pits were started in the ou~crops and others were put down through the 

wash which is only a few feet i n depth. All showed some copper pre. 

One pit about 20 feet deep had water in the botiom. The dump 

from this pit showed only a small amount of copper, but the rqck showed 

heavy leaching and alteration fro~ surf~ce waters. 

Most of the ore shipped came from two pits, one about 60 feet 

long and the other about 40 feet long. The 60 foot pit was about 17 feet 

deep at .\the deep end. The other cut was only about 4 feet deep. 

ORE RESERVES 

No definite tonnage of ore can be measured. There is an indicated 

~rea about lOOt x 200 t around the drill hole on which some work has been 

done. Using a factor of 15 cubic feet -:.;per ton and an average depth of 10 

feet, this block would contain 1~,333 tons. It is possible that this area 

would be greatly extended by further development. Increases in . depth would 

give proportionate increases in tonnage. 

Ore carrying 0.02 ozs. gold, 2.5 ozs. silver, and 2.5% copper 

would give the following smelter returns: 

Pay for all gold at $32.50 for 0.02 ozs. 

Pay for 95% silver, minimum deduction i oz. @ 711 2.5 ozs. 

Pay for 9510 copper at a.ssay less B#= at 11.65 cts. 2.6.¢,2.5% 

Base smelter charge, 5~/o silica. ~ $3.50 
Alumina penalty,16% less 10% @ a ~ unit 1.50 

.\ <:i(J 
$5.00 

Net smelter payment 
Bonus of 5¢ pay for 9710 of assay 

Railroad freight 
Trucking 
:evaning 

$0.85 
1.25 
1.00 

$- 3.10 

$ 0.65 

1.42 

3.61 
~ 

5.00 
$ 0.68 

2~"43 
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With the above smelting contract the operation would break even on 

the above grade of ore. Hence any higher grade "of ore would show a profit. 

Five cars of ore shipped from the mine gave an average value of 3.45 ozs. 

silver and 4/2% copper. By selective mining and sorting, it should be possible 

to keep the grrude of the ore up to tmis figure. This grade of ore with an 

increase of mining costs to $2.00 per ton would show a net operating profit 

of $2.42 per ton of ore mined. 

Main possibili~ies in the way of large tonnages would be best 

tested by diamond drill holes. This ground should be easily drilled and 

" the maximum depth necessary would probably be around 250 feet, which is 

indicated as the true water level. 

OPERATING COS is 

With the present known ores at and near the surface, all mining 

can be done by open pit and mining would cost about $1.00 per ton. If large 

tonnages are developed, mining could be done by block carving or similar 

methods and the costs would be around 75 cents or under per ton~ 

The haulage and treatment charges will amount to about $5.60 per 

ton if the ores are shipped direct to t he smelter. 

If oxidized ores are treated at a leaching plant built at the 

mine, the cost will be about $1.50 per ton. 

If secondary sulphides are fotmd and a flotation plant is erected, 

the cost of the ooncentration will be about 75 cents per ton. 

A power line wh i ch carries pOV'J"er from Parker Dam runs through the 

property. 

Tr~cking to Florence is 29 miles over good highway. On a small 

~onnage basis it would probably cost $1.25 per ton, but, on a large tonnage 

this could be re duced t o $1."00 pr l ess. The rail haul to Hayden or Superior 

would be 85 cents per ton. 
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If ore or concentrates were hauled to Red · Rock on the main line 

of the Southe,rn Pacific Railroad the distance would be 16 miles and would 

cost about 75 c~nts per ten. 

Sampling . 

The following samples were taken on the' property: 

Sam-pIe · 
No. De script ion 

643 Grab of dUmp at . 20-' shaft fI ' S .50 , E . 148 t 
'. to windmill ' 

644 ;: 5 t shaft, S" ,50 E. 130-' to windmill 
645 5' shaft, S . 3 W. 125' to windmIll 

Width Ozs .Au 

Grab 

41 
51 
Grab 
Grab 

',"7 f 

trace 0.05 
I 

0.20 

1~74 
1 ,~ .62 
0;93 . 
2,.'20 ' 
1.4/8 

646 Filled s.haft dump, grab , 'S .22 W to windmill 
647 . Filled cut, grab dump, S ~ 37 W to windmill 
648 Open cut, bottom, S. 5 W. 63' to windmill 
649 ,Same open cut as above, south end, 30' south 5' 

trace 
trace 
trace. 
trace 
trace 
trace 

0;40 
0.60 
0~35 -

0.35 
0~70 
1 70' .. . 2 .. 98 

of No. 648, 15' below surface 
650 6' shaft, N. 13 E~321 to windmill 
651 N. end of open cut, 4' deep, N. 3 W' . 40' to 

windmill 
652 Open cut 30' south of No. 651 
653 Above open cut to west of No. 652 

6' 
4' 

trace 
trace 

. trace 
trace 

2~80 
1,00 

2~30 
1 .• 10 

. Excluding No. 643 the general weighted avergge is 2 .• 22% copper. 

Eleven samples by McConnell and ,Palmer snhowed 0.02 OZS. gold, 

1.7 OZS. silver , and 3.01% coppe r. ' 

Some sorting of the ore wou~d incl"lease the values probably from 

3.79. 
1.84 

'2.90 
·· 2 ~25 

Ii to 2 times the above values II As more tonnage would have to be mined_ fOI" 
J 

ore shipped the costs would go up in the same proportion or more. 

Conclusions and RecOlnmendatlons 
, -

It appears ~roU1 w?rk done that this property has an indicated 

area a bou-(j 200 feet long arld 100 feet wide that would produce 13,333 . to!ls 

of ore with an average value of about' 0.02 OZS. gold. 2i ozs . silver, and 

2i coppe r. . By the indioa ted size 'of the, ande s1 ~e dike t~is area ' m~gh~ be 

extended to 500 or more feet in width and 5000 feet or more in length .• 
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Present work does not give any true oonception of possible depth and 

present ground water level does not permit giving any estima.te of depth 

below about 15 feet except on one outcrop which stands about 10 feet 

ab ove the general level of the country. Hence, there is a possibility 

that a large tonna.ge of low grade copper ore could be developed. The 

country is very good for diamond drilling and the maximum depth of holes 

would be 250 feet, which is indica ted to be the true water l evel by one 

ohurn drill hole~ 

It is possible that the present ground water level may be the 

bottom of a zone of secondary enriclment and if such is the case all the 

ores will be copper carbonates or copper silicates and the general depth 

of the ore body will be around 10 to 15 feet. Even if the ore is limited 

to this shallow depth, it is possible that one million or more t0ns of 

2~ copper ore could be mined. 

Since there is a possibility of developing a large tonnage of 

low grade copper ore on this property, it is recommended that primarily 

1000 feet of trenching be done by the Bureau of Mines which would cost 

about $3.00 per linear foot. The trenches would be from 3 feet to 4 feet 

in depth. If the trenching should indicate ore bodies under an extensive 

area, it can be followed up by diamond drilling. 

Last Chance, 
Ariz. No. --------

Sources of Infonnation: 

Information WaS obtained by personal examination by 
Tb.os, L. Chapman, on Januar y 23, 1943. 

From private report by McConnell and Palmer, Mining Engineers, 
of El Paso and Los Angeles. 

r 
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SiMa 19~~3$ l'-n~ P€IX'$o11a.lly v1twrlted rlly mi:niTlf:' cla:U'n-,-~ l,n Njl~3t of sBi1\". 
Section 35~ To:vmshi.1:J 8 , R,a:o.ge 8ast" 

At t.he present ttme I lMave threo (h'1r ~) of or·o;O:n. the (froimd 9 ' I h~1've 
shipped 'Ghf.) f'o11owil1f~: c~u~s i Sm.el·ter roturns of tacord atA. S ill & R. ~ 
lIa:}tden5r Al"i zona f.;I;nd also A{;) S. and R. (~,t ita 'Paso ~ .. 

JUlle 6:; 1929 ... 1 car ... --
Feb" 15, 1930-1 Of11" ...... • 
A:t.lf,S. () ,. 1929-1 C)flU ......... ..,n 

May ~;, 1929 .... 1 car---.... 
~jo., 92rfZD--1930 .. · .. ---
May 111 1929,,~, ... --... - .... --"'" 

~~2'tO~04 
34-:1.,4:2 
3~~5e 5'1 
22~~. 27 
376.75 
265.10 . \ 

As to:eu.rth~)r:mineral character$ ~leL'tfte F Ch!1EH1~ MlaJllm " ,.,A!~izonn., hJ1. [{ 
r.;h1.P!H?(l or0~ s. V'. McGonn.el1~ gl PflHO~ H.a:.rry R& Palw)l"$' .141.32 Y'~0St 4"Bth 
S~~Teet$ 1..0$ J\llt:eles, Gallfo;rniD.J R. Itrf Ml.shlol", il.'resn:tl1b Conrp&UlY, Mex:tc6·~ 
all repl~t;ahl6i O:tl.!:r,1"r!EHH."t3 J iHill t.e ;5t:lfy to the rrdneral ;ehl)J"'i\Gt'lBl" of the landCl 

In 1 ~132, E~ight yoarf~ lat0r~ X W(~$ su.ed -b:>r Seldon rJoffto quit tj.t~le to 
~i'. 11! ,,_._"i •... , .• t'\~ :Q"N"!.1.. 'M .... (!,,",~'lI{' 1-........ 1." 0'11 .. 1- '" ..to" ~I."1~'l'7' )"~'~'1",j,1 ""n" d. <5""1 A t~~; 'f~'~"~t' J .. h<t> l·;l.1l-V1 A",,1Y "rl ''''''''''91(· .:;~ .... " \;'J. ,.,..t!!I.J, . 4~., \;.'h;;J,,_ ._~ <J l ,.".>" V t~ .J . " .~l,~'.\'''b . "" ..... 0 .,. c>L " ,,,i1~. u, ",,<,; ,\,-: ... ~(~, \ •• V ' .L,,,, "LJ...J..L';:l.b uv,] ... .... 

al1d. th.e well ; 1vh:tol1 is "):t1 this cleJ.m., ·ij~B.S deV0101)t?.d 1:);/ 11.ri.l1iJ:lf~:ror ore . 
H.e said h.e saw tho m:i:r.lhlf~ work trr.lcl fi}I~Jd. tt..;cd to me that h(~ di d noi::, k nOiiw' 'the 
·V'aJ.U0e ~~ TJ:IOTK~.E{l) he b()\l ~:~ht the -FI()1.1tutd rnin:Ln~r, clai:ms. 

T'\hen I appet-:tled -the .jlHlt~m.en:t of 10e£1.1 COU!,·t $ the 8 t.lp X" 0 m.(j Court said 
tl1.e loc~1.1 c,;)u.;et judr,T1Bnt r]a~ no'c valid, appeal 'baken prel11atu:r(~) ly if 2md TO .... 

TCJ]"ima:nded t'i'i.$ 1Y!.:r and :h,~.d. !J~(H':; ~ ~rhl s was end,{<)I(i in }>~35. S:lnee thtl.t tlrn(:;, I 'va 
fl orf10'iU11j::y ~;n:n"'k(Jd my TfLlne 'e€toh yefJ.r. Gofi~ .has my ore fe:n.cod~ '~nl the ntrene;th 
of' pato'rri:; i:f:) ~1u.ed in, 192Gi\ HSel ectlon 0t384/t? i~.; PhDe.nlx series!! 

:t'lt1 s ps.:te~nti ·~~{~;tS 
(H:l record in theU4 3 ~ 

r[~f protie f:rt. of th.:l.s patoJ:'1t is 
d~j:,;ed 1 9~;, n<> 

/ 



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

ETHEL FERGUSON, 
Petitioner, 

-v-

THE SuPERIOR COURT OF 
THE STATE OF ARIZONA, 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY : 
OF PINAL, 

Re sp ondent. 

LOCKWOOD, C. J. s 

No. 4513 

ORIGINAL PROCEEDING IN CERTIORARI ~ 

Alternative writ made permanent o 

Do V. Mulhern, B. H. Bibbs, of 
Phoenix, Attorneys for Petitionero 

Hummel, Hummel & Wyatt, of Tucson, 
Attorneys for Respondent. 

June 22. 1942 0 

This matter comes before us on a petition for a writ of certiorari 

to review the proceedings of the superior court of Pinal county, wherein 

Ethel Ferguson, petitioner, was adjudged guilty of contempt in the ease of 

Seldon D. Goff and Flora B. Goff, plaintiffs, v. Ethel Ferguson, defendant, 

case No. 5252 in said superior court. 

The factual situation upon which the proceeding is founded, as 

shown by the records of thi s court and of the superior court of PinaL county, 
\/ / / 

may be stated as follows: On May 9, 1932 Seldon D. Goff and Flora B. Goff, 

plaintiffs, filed a complaint against Eht~l Ferguson, defendant, seeking to 

quiet title to certain premises in Pinal county. After various pleadings ~d 

proceedings, on January 5, 1935 the minutes of the trial court show the 

following order: 
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flIT IS ORDERED that said motion to strike be 
and the same hereby is sustained; the defend ant's 
third amended answer be and the same hereby is 
stricken; and that plaintiffs' motion for judgement 
be and hereby is granted." 

No formal written judgment Was filed until February 11, 

1935 when the trial court, over the objections of de~endant, did sign and 

file a formal written judgment. However, no minute entry showing a 

rendition of judgment on February 11 was made. Thereafter defendant 

Ferguson appealed to this court. On October 14, 1935 this court rendered 

its judgment on the mtion to dismiss the appeal, (Ferguson Vo Goff, 46 Ariz. 

260, 50 Pac. (2d) 20), in the following language: 

" •••• It appearing in the record of the present 
ease that no valid judgment has ever been rendered 
therein, the appeal Was prematurely taken, and the 

. motion to dismiss is granted. It 

A motion for rehearing wa~ filed on October 28, and 

denied on November 23, and the mandate was duly issued and sent to the 

superior court of Pinal count yo That court on December 6, 1935, and after 

the judgment of this court above referred to had become final, made the 

following order: 

"It appearing that the minutes of this Court do 
not disclose the hearing and proceedings in this 
~e~ cause had and done on the 11th day of February, 
1935, the following minute nunc pro tunc as of 
February 11, 1935, is hereby ordered made by the 
Court sua sponte, to wit: 

'~is cause crume on regularly this day for 
hearing on the entry of judgment and defendant's 
objection thereto, duly filed; and plaintiffs, by 
counsel, having waived appearance either irt. person 
or by counsel at this hearing, and defendant appearing 
by H. J o Valentine, Esq., her attorney; and the said 
H. J. Valentine, Esqo, having filed herein his objection 
to the attorney fee incorporated in the proposed 
judgment submitted to the Court by plaintiffs, but the 
said Ho J. Valentine, Esq., agreeing in open court 
that, if the Court finds plaintiffs entitled to 
recover attorney fees, the Court may fix the same in 
its discretion without the in~roduction of any evi
dence whatever; and the Court having considered the 
matters now before the Court, and the same having 
been submitted to the Court for decision, and now 
being fully advised, FINDS that plaintiff is entitled 
to recover an attorney fee as prayed for in his com-
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plaint, and now at this time hereby fixes the amount 
thereof at the sum of $150.00~ for which plaintiff 
is entitled to judgment as prayed; and the Court 

FURTHER FINDS that plaintiff is entitled to judgment 
as prayed in his complaint as found by Hon. E. Lo 
Green, former Judge of Court, as evidenced by the 
minute entry herein. made and entered on January 5, 1935; 
and 

u'IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that judgment in accordance 
herewith is hereby given plaintiffs, as more fully 
appears by the formal wtitten judgment this day signed 
by the Court, which the Clerk is hereby ordered and 
directed to file and enter forthwith.'" 

and a certified copy of such order was mailed to the clerk of this court. 

,There was, however, no motion now request addressed to this court that th e 

mandate be recalled and the case reopened for the purpose of correcting 

the record and reviewing the gudgment of this court theretofore entered, 

and therefor, no action was taken on the communication addressed to the 

clerk. The matter stood in status quo until January 31, 1942, When Seldon 

D. Goff applied to the superior court of Pinal county for a citation in 

cause No. 5252, supra, requiring defendant to appear and show cause why she 

should not be punished for contempt of the judgment and orders of the 

superior court of Pinal county, in that she persisted in claiming rights to 

the property involved in the action above referred to and had trespassed 

upon said premises under claim of right in 1940 and 1941. A citation was 

issued, and it appearing that defendant was in the state of Texas, a copy 

was sent her by registered mail and was duly received by her in Texas. On 

February 16, the day on which the citation was returnable, the matter crume 

up for hearing before the court, and D. V. Mulhern" a regulary admitted and 

practicing attorney of this court, appeared to represent defendant, stating 

that he was prepared to answer on her behalf to the citation, and that she 

had not been within the state of Arizona from the date of the application 

for the citation up to the time of hearing. The court held that it was 

the duty of defendant to appear in person, and refused to listen to her 

attor~~y. He thereupon entered a special appearance, objecting to the 
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jurisdiction of the court on the ground that the judgment of the 

superior court referred to, and on which the proceedings for contempt 

were based, was wholly null and void, and that the court had no juris-

diction of the person of defendant. The court denied the special 

appearance and refused to allow Mulhern to participate in the hearing 

for contempt which followed, and after hearing testimony on behalf of 

Goff, entered the fol1o~rlng order: 

"It ' is the judgment of the Court that Ethel 
Ferguson is guilty of contemp¥; that she be punished 
therefor by paying a fine of $25.00 to the Clerk of this 
Court, or fifty days in the Pinal County jail. 1I 

Thereafter this proceeding was filed and al alternative 

writ of certiorari issued. 

There are several questions of law presented by the fore-

going st~tement of facts, but the first and most important is whether 

the alleged judgment of the superior court, made on February IlJ 1935, 

and on which the contempt proceeding was based , was valid. It will be 

observed that an appeal Was taken from such purported judgment by the 

defendant, petitioner herein, which appeal crume before this court, and 

it was adjudged by us that there was no valid judgment in the case as 

of the date of February 11, 1935, for the reason that the record before 

us showed that the rules of this court in regard to rendition of judgment 

had not been complied with, and the appeal was dismissed. A motion for 

rehearing was made anddenied, and the mandate of this court, to the effect 

that no judgment existed, was on November 23, 1935 transmitted to the 

superior court of Pinal county. That court thereafter made a nunc pro 

tune order which, in effect, stated that notwithstanding the record as 

presented to us on appeal showed that no valid judgment had been 

rendered on February 11, as a matter of fact the things necessary to 

make the judgment valid had actually occurred, but by inadventence on 

the part of the proper officials of the superior court of Pinal county 

the record transmitted to us on appeal did not show the true facts. The 
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action of the superior court of Pinal county since that time necessarily 

has been based on the theory that it by a nunc pro tunc ord er may, 

without our consent, validate a judgment which we have hela void. 

We had before us, in the case of State v. Superior 

Court of Pinal County, 22 Airz. 452, 197 Pac. 537, a question as to the 

effect of the judgment of this court, and therein we said: 

"A judgment of this court imports absolute 
verity. It must be regard ad as free from all 
error. It is final and conclusive upon the 
superior courts a.nd the judges thereof, and they 
may not question such judgment, neither are they 

permitted to hamper or impede the due and timely 
execution of such judgment. 

n •••• The rule is, when a judgment is affirmed 

by this court, all questions raised by the assign
ments of error and all questions that might have 
been so raised are to be regard ed as finally ad
judicated against the appellant •••• If 

and we have followed this rule consistantly ever since. Sam v. State, 

33 Arizo 421, 265 Paco 622; State Ve Griffith, 54 Airz. 436, 96 Pac. 

(Sd) 752. 

This court, in the case of Goff Vo Ferguson, supra, 

having held that no judgment was rendered on February 11, k1935, the 

superior court of Pinal county was without any jurisdiction by any act 

whatsoever to modify or change our judgment. If, as a matter of fact, a 

proper judgment had been rendered on February 11, but the records of the 

superior court of Pinal cODnty failed to show the same, the proper 

proced ure would have been to appeal to this court to recall its mandate 

and permit the proceedings to be reopened for the sake of correcting the 

record and to review its opinion and judgment theretofore rendered. 

But the superior court of Pinal county had no jurisidmmtion, of its own 

volition or by its own act, in effect to set aside the judgment of this 

courto The alleged judgment upon which the contempt proceeding was based 

being no judgment at all, petitioner could not be in contempt of the superior 

court of Pinal county for violating its terms. 
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While it is not necessary to a decision of the precise 

point involved herein, we might point out that if the Goffs are entitled, 

on the actual facts, to a judgment in case No. 5252, supra, we have pointed 

out clearly in the case of Chiricahua Ranches Co. Vo state, 44 Arizo 559, 

39 Pac. (2d) 640, the manner in which such judgment might have been 

secured und er the old rules after the decision on appea.l, and we think 

the new rules indicate an appropriate method whereby it may even now be 

securedo 

The alternative writ of certiorari heretofore issued is 

made permanent. 

ALFRED C. LOCKVlOOD 

CONCURRING: 

A. G. McALISTER 
J u d g e. 

HENJlY D. ROSS 
J u d g e. 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ' ARIZONA 

ETHEL FERGUSON, I 

Petitioner, s 

-v-

THE SuPERIOR COURT OF : 
THE STATE OF ARIZONA, I 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF PINAL, 

Re sp ondent. 
: 

---------------------: 

LOCKWOOD, C. J. s' 

No. 4513 

ORIGINAL PROCEEDING IN CERTIORARI ~ 

Alternative writ made permanento 

Do V. Mulhern, Bo H. Bibbs, of 
Phoenix, Attorneys for Petitionero 

Hummel, Hummel & Wyatt, of Tucson, 
Attorneys for Respondent. 

June 22, 1942 0 

This matter comes before us on a petition for a writ of certiorari 

to review the proceedings of the superior court of Pinal county, wherein 

Ethel Ferguson, petitioner, was adjudged guilty of contempt in the case of 

Seldon D. Goff and Flora B. Goff, plaintiffs, v. Ethel Ferguson, defendant, 

case No. 5252 in said superior court. 

The factual situation upon which the proceeding is founded, as 

shown by the reoords of this court and of the superior court of Pinal . county, 

" . / 
may be stated as follows: On May 9, 1932 Seldon D. Goff and Flora B. Goff', 

plaintiffs, filed a oomplaint against Ehtel Ferguson, defendant, seeking to 

quiet title to certain premises in Pinal county. After various pleadings and 

proceedings, on January 5, 1935 the minutes of the trial court show the 

following order: 
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"IT IS ORDERED that said motion to strike be 
and the same hereby is sustained; the defend ant's 
third amended angwer be and the same hereby is 
stricken; and that plaintiffs' motion for judgement 
be and hereby is granted. tt 

No formal written judgment was filed until February 11, 

1935 when the trial court, over the objections of de~endant, did sign and 

file a formal written judgment. However, no minute entry showing a 

rendition of judgment on February 11 was made. Thereafter defendant 

Ferguson appealed to this court. On October 14, 1935 this court rendered 

its judgment on the mtion to dismiss the appeal, (Ferguson Vo Goff, 46 Ariz. 

260, 50 Pac. (2d) 20), in the following language: 

n •••• It appearing in the record of the present 
case that no valid judgment has ever been rendered 
therein, the appeal was prematurely taken, and the 

. ~otion to dismiss is granted. tt 

A motion for rehearing wae filed on October 28, and 

denied on November 23, and the mandate was duly issued and sent to the 

superior court of Pinal count yo That court on December 6, 1935, and after 

the judgment of this court above referred to had become final, made the 

following order: 

nIt appearing that the minutes of this Court do 
not disclose the hearing and proceedings in this 
ft~ cause had and done on the 11th day of February, 
1935, the following minute nunc pro tunc as of 
February 11, 1935, is hereby ordered made by the 
Court sua sponte, to wits 

t~is cause crume on regularly this day for 
hearing on the entry of judgment and defendant's 
objection thereto, duly filed; and plaintiffs, by 
counsel, having waived appearance either in person 
or by counsel at this hearing, and defendant appearing 
by H. J o Valentine, Esq., her attorney; and the said 
H. J. Valentine, Esqo, having filed herein his objection 
to the attorney fee incorporated in the proposed 
judgment submitted to the Court by plaintiffs, but the 
said Ho J. Valentine, Esq., agreeing in open court 
that, if the Court finds plaintiffs entitled to . 
recover attorney fees, the Court may fix the same in 
its discretion without the introduction of any evi
dence whatever; and the Court having considered the 
matters now before the Court, and the same having 
been submitted to the Court for decision, and now 
being fully advised, FINDS that plaintiff is entitled 
to recover an attorney fee as prayed for in his com-
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plaint, and now at this time hereby fixes the amount 
thereof at the sum of $150.00, for which plaintiff 
is entitled to judgment as prayed; and the Court 

FURTHER FINDS that plaintiff is entitled to judgment 
as prayed in his complaint as found by Hon. E. Lo 
Green, former Judge of Court, as evidenced by the 
minute entry herein. made and entered on January 5, 1935; 
and 

"tIT IS HEREBY ORDERED that judgment in accordance 
herewith is hereby given plaintiffs, as more fully 
appears by the formal written judgment this day signed 
by the Court, which the Clerk is hereby ordered and 
directed to file and enter forthwith.,tt 

and a certified copy of such order was mailed to the clerk of this court. 

,There was, however, no motion now request addressed to this court that th e 

mandate be recalled and the case reopened for the purpose of correcting 

the record and reviewing the ~udgment of this court theretofore entered, 

and therefor, no action was taken on the communication addressed to the 

clerk. The matter stood in status quo until January 31, 1942, when Seldon 

D. Goff applied to the superior court of Pinal county for a citation in 

cause No. 5252, supra, requiring defendant to appear and show cause why she 

should not be punished for contempt of the judgment and orders of the 

superior court of Pinal county, in that she persisted in claiming rights to 

the property involved in the action above referred to and had trespassed 

upon said premises under claim of right in 1940 and 19410 A citation was 

issued, and it appearing that defendant was in the state of Texas, a copy 

was sent her by registered mail and was duly received by her in Texas. On 

February 16, the day on which the citation was returnable, .the matter came 

up for hearing before the court, and D. V. Mulhern, a regulary admitted and 

practicing attorney of this court, appeared to repres~nt defendant, stating 

that he was prepared to answer on her behalf to the citation, and that she 

had not been within the state of Arizona from the date of the application 

for the citation up to the time of hearing. The court held that it was 

the duty of defendant to appear in person, and refused to listen to her 

attorp~y. He thereupon entered a special appearance, objecting to the 
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jurisdiction of the court on the ground that the judgment of the 

superior court referred to, a.nd on which the proceedings for contempt 

were based, Was wholly null and void, and that the court had no juris-

diction of the person of defendant. The court denied the special 

appearance and refused to allow Mulhern to participate in the hearing 

for contempt which followed, and after hearing testimony on behalf of 

Goff, entered the following order: 

"It' is the judgment of the Court that Ethel 
Ferguson is guilty of contemp¥; that she be punished 
therefor by paying a fine of $25.00 to the Clerk of this 
Court, or fifty days in the Pinal County jail. tt 

Thereafter this proceeding was filed and al alternative 

writ of certiorari issued. 

There are several questions of law presented by the fore

going st~tement of facts, but the first and most important is whether 

the alleged judgment of the superior court, made on February 11, 1935, 

and on which the contempt proceeding was based , was valid. It will be 

observed that an appeal was taken from such purported judgment by the 

defendant, petitioner herein, which appeal crume before this court, and 

it was adjudged by us that there was no valid judgment in the case as 

of the date of February 11, 1935, for the reason that the record before 

us showed that the rules of this court in regard to rendition of judgment 

had not been complied with, and the appeal was dismissed. A motion for 

rehearing was made anddenied, and the mandate of this court, to the effect 

that no judgment existed, was on November 23, 1935 transmitted to the 

superior court of Pinal county. That court thereafter made a nunc pro 

tune order which, in effect, stated that notwithstanding the record as 

presented to us on appeal showed that no valid judgment had been 

rendered on February II, as a matter of fact the things necessary to 

make the judgment valid had actually occurred, but by inadventence on 

the part of the proper officials of the superior court of Pinal county 

the record transmitted to us on appeal did not show the true facts. The 
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action of the superior court of Pinal county since that time necessarily 

has been based on the theory that it by a nunc pro tune ord er ,may, 

without our consent, validate a judgment which we have he14 void. 

We had before us, in the case of State v. Superior 

Court of Pinal County, 22 Airz. 452, 197 Pac. 537, a question as to the 

effect of the judgment of this oourt, and therein we said: 

flA judgment of this court imports absolute 
veritye It must be regard ad as free from all 
error. It is final and conclusive upon the 
superior courts and the judges thereof, ~d they 
may not question such judgment, neither are they 

permitted to hamper or impede the due and timely 
exeoution of such judgment. 

n •••• The rule is, when a judgment is affirmed 

by this court, all questions raised by the assign
ments of error and all questions that might have 
been so raised are to be regard ed as finally ad
judicated against the appellant •••• n 

and we have followed this rule consistantly ever since. Sam v. State, 

33 Arizo 421, 265 Paco 622; state Ve ' Griffith, 54 Airz. 436, 96 Pae. 

(ad) 752. 

This court, in the ease of Goff Vo Ferguson, supra, 

having held that no judgment was rendered on February 11,k1935, the 

superior court of Pinal county was without any jurisdiction by any act , 

whatsoever to modify or change our judgment. If, as a matter of fact, a 

proper judgment had been rendered on February 11, but the records of the 

superior court of Pinal coUnty failed to show the same, the proper 

proced ure would have been to appeal to this court to recall its mandate 

and permit the proceedings to be reopened for the sake of oorrecting the 

record and to review its opinion and judgment theretofore rendered. 

But the superior court of Pinal county had no jurisidmetion, of its own 

volition or by its own act, in ,effect to set aside the judgment of this 

courto The alleged judgment upon which the contempt proceeding was based 

being no judgment at all, petitioner could not be in contempt of the superior 

court of Pinal county for violating its terms. 
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Vfuile it is not necessary to a decision of the preoise 

point involved herein, We might point out that if the Goffs are entitled, 

on the actual facts, to a judgment in case No. 5252. supra, we have pointed 

out clearly in the case of Chiricahua Ranches Co. Va state, 44 Arizo 559, 

39 Pac. (2d) 640, the manner in which such judgment might have been 

secured und er the old rules after the decision on appeal, and we think 

the new rule s indicate an appropriate method whereby it may even now be 

securedo 

The alternative writ of certiorari heretofore issued is 

made permanent. 

ALFRED C. LOCK1IDOD 

CONCURRING: 

A. G. McALISTER 
J u d g e. 

HENllY D. ROSS 
J u d g e. 
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