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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES FILE DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: DISTAFF 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
DISTAFF CHLORIDE 

MOHAVE COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 117B 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 23 N RANGE 18 W SECTION 3 QTR. NE 
LATITUDE:N 35DEG 25MIN OOSEC LONGITUDE:W 114DEG IIMIN 14SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: CHLORIDE - 7.5 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
SILVER-PRIMARY 
SILVER- (M) NATIVE- PRIMARY 
LEAD-(M) SULFIDE-COPRODUCT 
COPPER- (M) SULFIDE-BYPRODUCT 
ZINC-(M) SULFIDE-BYPRODUCT 
GOLD-(M) LODE-BYPRODUCT 
IRON- (M) SULFIDE-BYPRODUCT 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
USGS CHLORIDE QUAD 
ADMR MOHAVE CARD FILE 
ADMR MOHAVE CUSTOM MILL PROJ. CARD FILE 
ADMR DIS'rAFF MINE FILE 
BASTIN, E.S., USGS BULL 750, P. 19-20 
SCHRADER, F.C., USGS 397, P. 60 
WILLIS, G., AZ. MGN. JRNL. AUG. 1920, P.13&31 
ELSING & HEILEMAN, AZBM BULL 140, P. 95 
BASTIN, G., USGS BULL 750-B, P. 19-21 
DINGS, M., USGS BULL 978-E, P. 147 
WEED, W., MINES HANDBOOK VOL. XIII, P. 367 
MALACH, R., MOHAVE CO. MINES, 1977, P. 19 
GREAT BASIN GEM JOINT VENTURE, VOL. 3 (Geo File) 
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State of Arizona 
Bureau of Geology and Mineral Technology 
Geological Survey Branch 
845 N. Park Ave., Tucson,Arizona 85719 

(602) 626-2733 

August 3, 1979 

Mr. John B. Rothermel, CE 
6650 N. 46th Drive 
Glendale, AZ 85301 

Dear Mr. Rothermel: 

Enclosed is the requested xeroxed information 
regarding the Distaff Mine. 

I hope this information will prove useful to you. 

Sincerely, 

~~\Me~~ 
Tom McGarvin, 
Research Assistant 

TM/wdn 
Enclosures 

" . 

A Division of the 
University of Arizona 
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REP, 0 R T 

o n 

THE DISTAFF MIN E , 

CHLORIDE ARI~ONA. 

ARE A 

" ,:L~~~e ,;,Dt~taff Group eonsistsef two locations , ' each i§:ii:~ :; hundred feet ' ~ 

viiq,e ~ ~j '!'f::lfteen h'UJhdred feet long, oontaining approximately 40 aores, 
:. , r.~ -.;:, . ;. ~ i . 1';:- . . J •• 

inakii.ng;;t~;;~i c'ont~;nuDU~ :length 'of (3000) three thousand fe~t ~ 
T IT L E 

" , 

The ;ti t1te tn, the property isdireot from the TIni ted Stats s Govern-

meht' :;and ; ;'~~ere is no disputed ground wi thin the boundaries of tJ;le two 

1 o'(}8. t io TIS '. 

CHARACTER OF VEINS A1~ ORES 

The ,cbaracter of the veins and ores of the Distaff are je foilows: 

, The vei~ system oonsists of thres , veiris parallelllng each other in a 

belt or zone, highly mineralized, from five to six hundred feet in width, 

situated between two dyke systems, one on the eastern and the other on 

the w~ste~n boundary of the zone, th~ western dyle being the foot wall, 

the east~rn the ,; ~angfrig ' wall of this mineralized zone. The strike of 

the veins and dyk;,as have a northerly and sOlltherly t:pend with a dip or 

pitch of about 70 degrees to the east. The west vain is the only one 

of the three that has been developed to any extent. The ore in eontin

uous throughout thavein, as it contains no discouraging barren spaces, 

but high" grade, phenomiD.m.~ly rioh ore bodies nave baen eneountered, 

f~om which $250,000 to $300,000 worth of ore has been shipped. The . mine 

has been worked principally by leasrers, no ore having been shipped of a 

' less value than one hundred dollars per ton and up to seven thousand. 

The ores carry lead·, zi:me; ' gold,B:flver and copper, and are classed as 

'--'·os'ffs ' ores-; ~¥fi9y~u-ntlrt1r' --a ' gT~llt v'a:lne ' ~'in:: rumy, na.t'iva silver, and. 

black sulphides. 

ORE IN SIGHT. 

There is estimated to be six t,housand tons of are on the dump and 

in the drifts o£ the mine, two thousand of which is on the durrip~ and 

~~ .. . -~-.--.. '_. __ . __ .. -~ ... _._--_. _---_ .•. . - ' .. __ ._- _._-' ---~ . -------.-.:.---...::~-- .. -- ---.-.-.----- ------ - -'""-_._-_.- . . - .. _------
,,> \ 



four thousa.nd in the drifts l.il the . mine, m'ined and ready for the ho ist. 

This est imate is very oonservative t both in quant i ty and value , whi~h 

would give a. val'1le of seventy-five thousand dol l ars at $12 50 per ton. 

Many thousands of tons are yet in sight in the mine to be broken down. 

The:l:"9 .are twelve . distinot ore bod i9 s in t he prope rty alre ady dis@overed., 

and, a Ej. depth is attained, they are very materially lengthening and 
I 

~i~eming, with th~ir values iI;lcreasing. 

Th~ ores. mined in the drifts ·and on the dumps can be concentrated 

into s ' product of ten to one, which will be one hundred and twenty-five 

dollars per ton for concentrates • . Water taken from the mine cari be 

used ~or the concentration of the ores. 

DE;vELOf~NT WORK. 

The development consistso:l two shafts, four levels, one tunnel 

and one winze. The main shaft three hundred feet in depth, No.2 down 

125 feet in depth to tunnel level. The l$vel_ are 50, 120, 200 , 250, 

the winze 200 teet, tunnel 1,100 feet, 70.0 feet. in to main shaft and 

400 feet beyond the shaft, - at a depth of 150 feet belo~ the surface. 

J,. eross-cut has been driven to vein No. 2 which is three feet wide ~md 

showing up good values. ' 

PROSPECTIVE VALUE. 

The prospective value of t his property is v ery great and. t he con

Sensus of opinion of miners in tfuis district is t hat large, high grade 

ore bodies will be encountered as depth is attained, and they have good 

reason for such bel~ef, Bs the properties adjoining andhardby, such as 

the Tennessee and otheJi~, . have. proven this beyond the pale of a, doubt, 

and., in view of these facts, it would be considered advisable to sink 

a deep shaft at such a :point on t his property as would give depth and 

aaess to these three veins to at least a depth of seven hundred feet. 

The ,1Ipendi ture required t b do thiS • . and thus prove up the property,. 

-c .. W.Qu'lg,. __ P.ot1t_~ H excesst-y.e_p __ .§_pd _J S warranted by the c~~ditio~~ pres ented. 

The showing jUB,tifiesthi~s'w~~(if~1i'!itiiena:at:i6rr-;- :'-as:L~:his :p~op;-rtY is one of 

the most attractive of the Oh:1,.or1de d.istrict and is worthy of full 

explOitation of t he ore bodies that, no doubt, exi st in depth. 



GEOLQGICAL - CONDITIONS. 

The country roc'k --i~~ a pre-cambrian gneiss, graduat~ng into a gran

itoid porphyrj7, the veins oontaining gold, silver,lead,zinc a.nd cop.,.. 

per,. The native silver is almost invariably due to oxidizing surface 

prooesses actingon -pr:1.mary argentffsl,'ous sukphides, a cla.ss of -silver 

bearing veinaof which many examples are found in o.ther states and 

r4e~iO'o" in g~anft:e , roclrBanda~ ,~Q~p~~~~§ 9Y porphY:r:ies consolidated at 

eonsiderab1l::e depth. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad is oO,nstruct ed within 200 

feet of the property. 

ALTITUDE 

The altitude of the property is about 4,500 feet above sea level, 

the olimate healthful. 

Respect~lly submitted, 

--(SigYl~d )' Cha.:rles -~ C. - Sea:well~ - M.E. 

Chloride, Arizona, May 21st, 1916. 

----- - - -~ .. _--------------- - - ~------. --' ''--'-'-----
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