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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES F I L E  DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: CONTENTION MINE 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 

MARICOPA COUNTY M I L S  NUMBER: 4 8 9  

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 4 N RANGE 3 E SECTION 3 5  QUARTER NW 
LATITUDE: N 33DEG 38MIN 48SEC LONGITUDE: W l l 2 D E G  O l M I N  40SEC 
TOP0 MAP NAME: UNION H I L L S  - 7.5 M I N  

CURRENT STATUS: DEVEL DEPOSIT 

COMMODITY: 
GOLD LODE 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
ADMMR CONTENTION MINE F I L E  
TRAILER PARK NOW LOCATED ON PROPERTY 
BLM MINERAL SURVEY MS 1 1 8 0  



. . CONTENTION MINE (file) MARICOPA 
.~. 

CH/WR 11/23/79 - Jerry Corbin and others of his  family own the Contention 

- '  
M<&! They a r e  planning a mobile home park on the site. Copied mine file. 

. .:+. M& is in the SW 114, Sec. 35, T4N, R3E. 
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J Mine i CONTEI~IOP? Date 

Dishid :- Winiffed, %micapa County 

Subjed: Examination - 

PROPERTY & LOCATION 7-& /I/ k? d k< \/ 
The Contention gold property cons i s t s  of one patented claim, 6OO'x 1,500' 

1 being patent survey ,;I180 patented many years ago, and within the past year 
t i t l e  was purchased by 17.' Hokett of Phoenix, Arizona. 

This mine i s  s i tua ted  on nearly l e v e l  ground approximately 18 miles 
northerly from Phoenix and i s  reached by driving north on 7th,  s t r ee t  cross- 
-ing the Arizona canal following t h e  0ave creek road t o  a ~ o i n t  about 9 miles 
north of the  canal, thence t o  t h e  l e f t  o r  west 2 miles bn bladed road t o  
within 500' of the  Contention shaft .  

Considering the h i s to ry  of Arizona t h e  gold b e l t  within the ilinifred 
mining d i s t r i c t  i s  old, loca t ions  vrere made during t e r i t o r i a l  days and 

several  mines were patented, amongst these being the  Contention now being 
considered i n  t h i s  report. 

An incline shaf t  on 70 degree angle t h i b  d ip  being towards the west 
has been sunlcto a t o t a l  depth of about 280' . On the  60' and the 120' l eve ls  
below the col lar  of t h i s  shaf t ,  d r i f t i n g  carr ied for  50' t o  100' both northerly 
and southerly and from above the  back of thest d r i f t s ,  f o r  about 60' north and 
20' south of the shaf t ,  t h e  vein has been stop.! and the  ores thus obtained 
have long ago been shipped and sold t o  d i s t a n t  smelters. 

I n  stoping the above pa r t  of the  vein, considerable gob and f i l l i n g  
now blocks the d r i f t s  and t h e i r  headings a r e  impossible t o  reach and inspect 
at  t h i s  time. 

The t o t a l  l i nea r  footage of mine development is now estimated,at  600' 
t o  700' as  carr ied from shaf t  c o l l a r  t o  bottom and th ru  the d r i f t s  and 2 cross  
cu t s  therefrom. 

. . 

The general s t r i k e  of t h e  vein is north 8 degrees east  and dip$ about 
70 degrees towards t h e  west; t h e  ve in  f rac ture  is v i s i b l e  on t h e - m a c e  
f o r  a length of about 5001, any extention of the  s t ruc ture  beyoh i s  covered 
by s~lrface so i l .  

3 . L 
mamination of t he  vein dorm the  shaft and within the br i i t$  shoas 

the ore  o r  paystreak t o  vary i n  width from a fen  inches t o  approrimtrtely b 1  
t he  vein walls o r  s t ruc tu re  is somenhat wider,selvage and sch is t  be 
of the vein f i l l i n g  accompanying t h e  quartz. 

F'. 
-:.%> 

mi. vein sirnitme h a '  not except at 1i.1 mints 'd ,de ,,' / 
other  v e b s  of t he  v i c i n i t y ,  mag ca r ry  t o ' a  depth of 5001 or 
White mine 2 miles wes te r ly  on a near ly  parralell vein; has b i' 
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Mine C O ~ I O N  November 30th. 1944 
Date A. Macf arlane 

&hid 
winifred, Idrnicopa County, Ariz. 

Engineer 

Subject: 

down t o  t he  500' l eve l ,  t he  vein with its gold values presis t ing t o  and below 
t h i s  depth. 

The old Union mine about 1 4 miles westerly a lso has a past 
production record, gained from a s imi la r  ve in  and s t ruc tura l  features,  t o  t h a t  

of t he  Contention. 

GEOLOGICAL lE&YF.JP2?S 

The immediate area  of and surroundlug the Contention is composed 
of pre-cambrian gran i tes  and ne iss ,  with occa:;sional l a t e r  igneous intrusives  
apparently daci te  and ryhol i te  i n  wide dykes. 

It is possible t h a t  t he  quar tz  f i s s u r e s  within which occurrs 
the  gold values are contemporaneous vrith t h e  intrusive action, faul t ing the 
or ig ina l  granites.  

ECONOMIC F-iCTORS 

Due t o  t he  near proximity of  the  major c i t y  of Phoenix, a l l  
m i n i n g  materials may be obtained at cos t s ,  f r e e  of high delivery cost  and 
enjoy a quick service,  eliminating delays. 

Both the  country rock and t h e  vein f i l l i n g  are  quite so f t  
and the  fur ther  development w i l l  be at a low footage figure,  and such stopes 
a s  made, can readi ly  be gobbed by selvage and sub ores  of the vein proper, 
only short  timbers and plank lagging r d l l  be required. 

During a fu r the r  development period, t he  be t t e r  grade ores 
which may be encountered, may be sold t o  t h e  Zayden smelter, and the costs  
at tending t h i s  market a r e  about as follows;. 

Smelting ($15.00 ore)  b a s i s  per  ton  ,......... $3.50 
Trucking t o  Phoenix r a i l  s iding .............. 2.00 
Rai l  f re i&t  (wet t ons )  ...................... 1.00 
Total marketing eqenae  about ................ 6.50 per ton. 

GRADE OF ORE 

This  may be expected t o  be approximately the same a s  the 
ores  a s  sold during years past ;  samples taken by the  owner from emall p i l a r s  
l e f t  i n  the  old stopes above the  back of t h e  120' l eve l ;  the  assays of t h y e  
samples generally varied between 0.50 ounce t o  upwards of 2.0 ounces of gold 
and a re  indicative of what may be fu r the r  developed. 

It is t o  be expected t h a t  t he  payable ores vlll occur i n  
shoots, and I recoomend t h a t  fur ther  dr i f t fng on the vein be carr ied forward 
i n  order t o  prospect f o r  addi t ional  ore  shoots. 

-- -- I 





M r .  Hi. 17. iiokett . 
2322 North 9th S t ree t  
Phoenix, A r i  aona 

Dear Sir: 

We ere enolosiw s i x  Copies of %r. 
I 

Macfarlane'a report  on the  Gontantion property 

and two copies of sketch map. 

yours very truly, 

Secretary 


