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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES FILE DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: COLLOM MINE 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
SILVER BUTTE 
BUCK SHOT 

GILA COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 419 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 9 N RANGE 9 E SECTION 8 QUARTER SE 
LATITUDE: N 34DEG 08MIN 07SEC LONGITUDE: W 111DEG 26MIN 48SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: NORTH PEAK - 7.5 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
SILVER 
COPPER 
LEAD 
GOLD 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
ADMMR COLLOM MINE FILE 
LAUSEN C & E D WILSON "GOLD & COPPER DPSTS 

NEAR PAYSON" AZBM BULL 120, P 7 & 42; 1915 
USAEC PRELIM RECONN RPT 172-480, P 167; 1953 

GILA COUNTY 
AZ MNG JNL, P 58; 5/20 
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t-,( MINERAL SPECB.. FOR DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY AND ~HIYES Ie{ I ~ / 
rDo not wn te 
in this space) 

This spet:dmen is now in the 
ADMR Museum - see K number. 

(Wrap eaoh speclmen separately, or place it in a substantial 
bag, by itself, with a number attaohed, identioal with the 
number on this oard.) 

Cabinet 

No 0 ________________ __ 

1/'- t/-o 
Specimen No .-.3L_, collected by __ N~wLO!l...;~.;..:'lo~l:::;c=.;o~t::_t=--_-=-=--=-:--~--, __ _ 

Field Engineer 

====---:--::-::-:::=:-:.=. -=====~ :::--. ---' ---.- ':"=':':=::-:' :=:-=":"-~~: 

Name of ore S1lver, coPJ,'ler ________ ... _._._._ Operator Bert Collom 

Minerals oontained Tetrahedr1te. 

--_._--"-
Gangue. Silicious -----_ .. --.-.---
Depth at which taken , 00 toot -.le:VlUe~l",--__ _ 

A~roximate mineral content (in terms of 
average per ton) Th1s ore cerries over 

}..;i ne ac ti ve or i nac ti ve __ I..&na~cw-wtt.oli.Jvl..le,,-______ _ 

If inactive, when operated Not recently 

Specimen presented by Bert Collom_ 

Da te---.-1)ecember.(. W.2.-__________ _ 

Notes (Any general information regarding 
the history of the property.) _____________ _ 

.200 ozs. in silver as wellie the copper values, This ;properly bas prodllced considerable 

Name of mine or claim §llver Butte.B~ 

Group ___ _ 

District Green R1ver Mining Di~t ____ _ 

Looation (distanoe and'direotion by high
way from what town 18 M1, SW Of Payson 

Owner of property Silver But-t;U Mt}~.,_._ 

/ Ib to ~ 

ore in ~st y~~_~lues being in 

ail ver.~ DD'DDe.r..'.._le.a_~_and..p:old. 

If more spaoe is desired for notes, use 
other side. 

10,0'f 1- ox ?,rJ ~ 



March 18, 2005 

Bill Berger 

Arizona Department of Mines and Mineral Resources 
1502 West Washington, Phoenix, AZ 85007 Phone (602) 255-3795 

1-800-446-4259 in Arizona FAX (602) 255-3777 www.admmr.state.az.us 

Arizona Game and Fish Department 
7200 East University Drive 
Mesa, AZ 85207 

Re: Collom, House and Hulse Mines, Gila County, Arizona 

Dear Mr. Berger: 

Thanks for the recent inquiry regarding the above referenced mines in Gila County. As we understand 
your request, the Tonto National Forest is investigating closing public access to these historic mines for 
health and safety purposes. The Arizona Department of Mines and Mineral Resources (ADMMR) has 
reviewed available information and enclosed copies for your use. Based on the available files, the there 
appeared to be over 3000 linear feet of underground workings in the Collom Mine. We have included a 
copy of a map showing the relative locations of the workings. Records from 1940 indicate that at that 
time, the mine was over 40 years old; that the workings were a source of water, and that the shaft had 
partially caved. 

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at your earliest 
convenience. 

Sincerely, 

\JvtkD~ 
Willis D (Doug) Sawyer 
Director 
Arizona Department of Mines and Mineral Resources 

File:\c\doug\wordproc\Collom,house,hulse.doc 
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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
MINERAL BUILDING, FAIRGROUNDS 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

December 5, 1958 

To the Owner or Operator of the Arizona Mining Property named b~low: 

Silver Buttes Mine (Gila County) 
(Property) 

silver, copper, l~ad, gold 
(ore) 

We have an old listing of the above property which we would like to have 

brought up to date. 

Please fill out the enclosed Mine Owner's Report form with as complete detail 

as possible and attach copies of repor~, maps, assay returns, shipment returns 

or other data which you have not sent us before and which might interest a 

pro9pective buyer in looking at the property. 

Ene: Mine Owner I s Report 

FRANK P. KNIGHT, 
Director. 
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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES 

INFORMATION FROM MINE CARDS IN MUSEUM 

ARIZONA 

.. ..- .... ...... - .-....... -.. ---- ... -... --.--.. --l 
MM-K12l Silver Ore I 

Gila Co. 
16 mi. SW of Payson 
Green River Mining Dist ., 
Silver Buttes Mine '(f\ II.. S Id 1./ /7' 
Cotl(.{M VAltte (~) 

r9 -A-14"} ) 10-

I 

.. 1 .......... BE~aB .. ~~~~ .... ~~ .. ~------~------------------
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}tNGI.Nl';h:R ' ::3 R~} ORT : 

The Corporation J rvice Co ., 
121 t)outh Central Ave., 
Phoenix, Ari zona . 

Gentlemen : -As requ at d , I have examined the property of 
}3uttes 1 J ining C ... rn~?ny , and herewi til submi t my 

:r-::-:-::--:=-==-,.,... a. 13run ton survey of tho ork1nge . 

There B(~emB to be two vein systems in diori te whicH are in 
reality f nult fissures hich contain ore , especially rt t1e 
junc !..ions of the two systems . All the ore near t1 )e surfft.ce 
sho 10 intense leaching and the wor){ done proves thc:.t es
pecially good ore is not to be expected a.hove the water 
l evel. However , the water level is Bot no areat distance 
'below the bottom of' th~ winze in the T/1f~ir. tunnel level, as 
t i8 winze rl!6.kes considerable !1ter· t &.11 times and t'19 ore 
coming trom it is B secondary sulphide which 1s t ne reffillt 
of ~he repteclpitation of the oopper and silver values 
leached frorot the upper levels . 

I woulo advise th~ t in the future no more \70r' be done above 
t.ne main tunnel level as the work already done proves th _ t 
ttlE:! ores found there are thoroughly leached a.nei therefore 
low grade . 'fhe ore from the winze aentioned above is of 
eXI~ edingly good crade and thi s portion of the mine should 
be developed ~srap1dly as possible . I would advise the 
sinking of this win7.e for ~.t 1 ast a hundred feet and Ol'ld 
cut a station and install 30n air-hoist in the east end of 
the drift at thi 5 point . . In all probabili ty t.nis .winze will 
become the main workin.g shaft on thi~ p'l.rt of the vein . 

I Quld also advise the sinking of the incline ahaft on the 
north and south vein . This vein haa considerable promise 
of perma.nence and evidently contained some lenses of exceed
ingly h1gh. ,rade ore . It is a fine , 'elJ. defined fissure 
vein Tit-'1 a quartz gangue oarrying gold , silver ; copper and 
lead . It can be tr~ced for at lenst 3, 000 feet on the 81r
face and shows ore in a number of pla ce-a . The property 
ne de hoistinr. eauipment and air oo'np roRBor to do the 
kind of development work mentioned above , and I 'ould edvi~e 
tho installation of a 15 M. P . hoist and a 60 H. P. air com
pressor . .lhat t r is property needs is development in depth 
to prove its value ~ nd I oelieve the surf ce indioations and 
the ore in sight fully w'arrant the necessary e:xpendi ture . 

Respectfully yours , 

A . Ii'. l'u t e r • ' • II!. . 



IN~ \'LIZATIOl~ : 

The bracciated mass is impregnated with iron oxides, copper 
and silver, hic.h ocoasionally forms segregated masses of 
considerable dimensions and value, though somewha t irregul T . 

Thecross-fisaures , beyond the shear zone, are mineralized 
with auriferous quartz and "bunqhes ll of almost pure argentif
erouS galena . This ore very often assays frmn 10.1 to 15% 
COppf:I' and 100 oz., silver, but at present is too irregular 
to be of much importance. 

,/here the interseotions of the two systems occur minerali
zation is most intense and gives rise to large masses of 
Ci lotte and quartz. imp:'('egnated itl1 Argentite, Tetrahedrite, 
and their decomposition products. SuffiCient depth has not 
yet been obtained to reaoh unaltered ore. but it is proba
ble that water level will be reached at a depth of 250 feet 
below the intersection of these two systems. The outlook 
at thRt point is very promising. Low grade milling ores 
are abundant any where within the bracoiated zone, near t he 
f~ ult fissures , but it is much altered and empoverislwd by 
leach ing. Residual sulphides assay 160 oz., Silver, and 
t is high assay value of the sulphide ore forms a fla tter
ing indica.tion of what will be encountered when water level 
is approached. 

On t he Butte vein the gangue i6 entirely quartz WHile the 
minerals include Chalcocite, Argentite , Tetrahedrite, 
Galena and all Oxidation produots. The silver co ntents 
will l'ange from 25 to 300 oz., gold from ' 2 .00 to 15.00, 
and copper from 2;' to 12~. The width of the vein is from 
2 feet to 7 feet, and the dip about 60 degrees to t ho west . 
For many years t le cost of assessment and development work 
has been defrayed from smelter shipments of the high grade 
ore. 'rhe heavy cost of shipping undel' present conditions 
suggests the necessity for the erection of a flotation 
plant. Course crushing and ,vet concentration will allow of 
a ?Ofo extraction and a high grade concentrate will result. 
The expense of t his will be ffinall owing to cheap fuel and 
power to be generated on the oompanyts property. 

ore than fifty t housand dollars ( ~50,OOO.OO) ha a already 
been expended on the d.evelopment of t his property , covering 
a period of approxima tely 20 ye rs; much of t hi s work of 
course has oeen exploration work, and not of material value 
in opening up the property, but the greater amount of work 
done has been of permanent benefit to the development of t he 
property. and h" s resulted not only in the shi pment of con-

• 



siderable high gr~de are , but plea a 1 .rge tanna~e of low 
gr"de milling oro :1< 5 b(;en J,incd and i ready for treatment 

(".. soon as the proper mi lling fac ili tieu can be insta.lled . 
High grado shipment!:) 0 . are to the l!.l lasa and Hayden plants 
of thc Ameri can t)'melting &= hefining CompallY gave shown re
turns I'unning- from l ~O to 500 oz ., of eilver l and from r/ . 02/~ 
to l5 . 4~ of copper . 

SHIP '1'3 : 

.hile 0_'0 1"1a 110t been blocked out in commercial quantities , 
due to tl e fact t.lat suffieit..nt depth has not yet been at
teined , various shipmen t s have been made f r om time to time 
for 1.11any .Ie rs WldOll give evidenc e of the ell racter of are 
tu be found at :ater level. 

'1'he .nost rOllent of these shi pments d i sclose the following 
vrtlues per ton a.t present pri c es quo 'ted on sil ver and copper : 

C~lr .1."0 . 87635. 

Silver 176 . 4 OZB . 
Copncr 9 . 31/ 
Iron 7 . OO;~ 

Car. No . 17980. 

dil,er 121 . 2 OZS . 
COpPer 7 . 02/' 
Iron G. 9/~ 
Lime 1 . 001 

Hayden , Smelter l ot :No . 1100 

Lbs . 
95~--167 . 5H a~ . 76 

166 . 2 at . 37 
r ... t . 05 

Value p~r ton 

Hayden , 3melter lot ~o . 53 

Lbs . 
95%--115.14 

120 . 4 

Value 

at . 76 
at . 37 
at . 05 
at . 06 

per t on 

127 . 35 
61 . 49 

. 35 
189 . 20 

8?51 
44 . 55 

. 35 

. 05 
132 . 46 



No. '!lC'~ r ~nix, Arizona, ~2Cl , I~ 

GEO. D. DIEhL-. 
SUCCESSOR TO 

REX W. DUNLAP & CO. 
MINING ENGINEERS. ASSAYERS AND ANALYSTS 

PHONE 672 - 18 N . 2ND AVE. 

Assays jor Mf. S ,LM.('I. fS ~,{ I 
~ 

l1/\ ......... ' 
J 

Cc,.. 

3758 THE MORRIS PTG. CO, PHOENIX, ARI Z. 

No. Marks 
Silver Value Gold Value 

Total Value 
Percentage i 

- --- I Sulphur 
I 

Ounces @.)O. per oz. Ounces @$20.67 per oz. Copper Lead Iron Lime Silica 
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No._~_'_"_ r mix, Arizona, 

GEO. D. DIEh L-
\. 

SUCCESSOR TO 

REX W. DUNLAP & CO. 
MINING ENGINEERS. ASSAYERS AND ANALYSTS 

PHONE 672 - 18 N . 2ND AVE. 

Assays/or Mr. S(l~ ts .. ~ ~. J ~ 
---3,.. THE MORRIS PTG. CO . PHOENrX. ARI Z . --.----.-
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L~PARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOlJ.,,;CES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date January. 24~" 1940. 

Mine \ Silver Buttes ~ne Engineer Newton Wolcott 

District Mazatzal Mining District· . Location 10 Miles SW of· Payson, Gila Co. 
in Ma.~tzal Mts. < 

Former name 

Owner Silver Buttes Mining Co~ Address 

Operat~r Address 

President ' W. B. Collom. Gen. Mgr. W. B. Collom. 

Mine Supt. Mill Supt. 

Principal Metals Silver', copper, lead~ gold. Men Employed 

Production Rate None at present Mill : Type & Cap. 

Power: Amt. & Type SILVER BUTTES MI NE 

Operations: Present Ag , Cu, Pb , Au 

Inactive exCE Gi la 4 - 1 T9 N,R9E 

Silver But t es Mug . Co. 
Operations Planned 

Further underground developnent when company able to finance. 

Number Claims. Title. etc. 

33 Unpatented Claims in Tonto National Forest. 

Description : T opog. & Geog. 

Steep and heavily brush-grown country in the foothills ot the Mazatzal 
Mountains. The property lies on the north slppe of. the mountains at an 
elevation ot 4000 teet above sea level. There is considerable oak and 
juniper timber on some of the slopes and in the can:yons~" and numerous 
s,ycrunores along the strerun beds. 

Mine Workings: Amt. & Condition 

There has been extensive underground development , consist1ng mostly ot 
tunnel work. Tunnels; ' cross-cuts, and drifts total approx:f.ma.tely 3000 
feet. Most of these workings are opennand access1ble. 
There is also a shaft lOOfeetiin depth which 1s caved at the COllar,: 
and an open raise between three tunnel leVels. The raise is 100 teet in 
length. (over) 

t 40 



p;~::'- ~- and-- schist~ -Numerous zones Q';'racturillg--traverse the are~;1 
and, e:. ,_ . .Jiderable mil).erali~tion if' evi __ Jot ~long various ot these 

Geology & Mineralization zones. mnerali~tion consist'? ot hama.tite; limonite and quartz which 
in places is accompanied by chalcopyrite~; tetrahedrite, ', galeDa, copper carbonates and silver 
chloride. 'Fhe mineralized zones vary in width from two to twenty or more teet.1IIII '!'he dip 
of the veins is unifol.'mly st~ep. . The be~t ore is found in cylindrical shoots or chimneY's 
which have been formedaloIlg old water courses. At one po1:nt on the property there is a 
massive .. quartz. ledP!e. :whieh~Y' ~ .1!raced for IJII:IJIJA. several hundred fe,et, ana.~on \$ich there 
Ure: Positive & Pr()bable, Ore Dumps, allmgs has been very little work done. ' . 

. ' There is ~ unest1ma:ted quantity ot ore on va.ri~us 'dumps~'isOme 'of ' which appears 
to be ot a very- good gracie. . " 

Mine, Mill Equipment & Flow Sheet 

There is a blacksmith shop on the property as well as residence buildimgs·;l but 
no mining equiIJllent of any sort. 

Road Conditions, Route 

The propertY' is reached bY' a very fair country- road .and. is . sev.enmilestrom 
the main Roosevelt...Fayson highwaY' • . Tum west tronf main highWay at foo~otOx-B6w HiU' 
and tollow signa to propertY'. Signs . are marked "Collom Cabin,~. 

Water Supply 

There is a fine running stream on the property,i and although this dries up in 
the summer mantas, there is always water available from one ot the tunnels on the hill 
near the 11 v:i.ng quarters. 

Brief History '" .... 
Mr. Collom, ' the president and general manager of the company was the Original 

locator ot the ground 'covered by these claims. The ~oeation was made over torty years ago. 
As stated above;' develoIJllent work has been extensive," but it appears that a wiser . cho.ice . 
might have been made for the location ofmmuch ot this work. liIIany thousands of dollars have 
been spent where the~ iDtor.mation .couli have .been gained with fa~ilower cost. There 
Special Problems Reports Filed 'has ' b~ell 'considerableore shipped from. the);lproperty at various 

, times; and values ot shipments have varied from less than $20 
to more than $100 per ton. stIver has been the chief valuable constituent. 

Fillallces for intelligent development work are the main need of the compally'. 

Remarks 

The company also controls contiguous groups ot claims not covered in this 
report. 

If property for ,s.ale:, Price, terms and address to negotiate. 

_: Tb.e.COIll.];lany isw:t.l~:l.llgt6 'negotiate w.1th respo~sible ~rt1es who wish to do 
something with ·· the property. · " ' . 

.. " .. : " , " . . " , I.. 
.J " , 

Communicate with Mr. W. B. Collom., Payson;: AriZODa~ 

t .0:: 

.. Signed _ .. _. ___ ~ __ ._)t\ .. ~ .. :-m ~n~ _~"h_:W~, _;_~ 
Use additional sheets if n~cessary . Separa~~ sheets ' o~ each problem. 
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