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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES FILE DATA 

PRIMARY NAME : CARA VACA MINE 

ALTERNATE NAMES : 

PIMA COUNTY MILS NUMBER : 254 

LOCATION : TOWNSHIP 14 S RANGE 2 E SECTION 28 QUARTER NW 
LATITUDE : N 32DEG 10MIN 47SEC LONGITUDE : W 112DEG 11MIN 51SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME : QUIJOTOA MTS - 15 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS : PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY : 
GOLD LODE 
SILVER 

BIBLIOGRAPHY : 
S.B. KEITH, AZBM BULL . 189, P. 140 
ADMMR CARA VACA FILE 
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Mine 

DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES . . 
REPORT TO OPA ON 

ACTIVE MINING PROJECT 

Filing Information 

File System. _____________________________________________ __ 

File N 0 ______________________________ . ______________________ __ 

This chart to be used for gallons of gas­
oline required per month. 

PRESENT OPERATIONS: (check X) 

Production __________ ; Development_d __ ; Financing __________ ; Sale of mine _____ .. __ _ ; 

Experimental (sampling) __________ ; Owner's occasional trip __________ ; 

Other ( specify) ___________ .. _________________________________________________________________________________ .. ______________ .. ______________________________ ________________ _ 

PRODUCTION: Past and Future. 

Approx. tons last 3 months 

Approx. present rate per 3 months 

Anticipated rate next 3 months 

If in distant future check (X) here 

EQUIPMENT OPERATED: 

Type 

Personal Cars 

Light or Service Trucks -3 r: 
Ore Hauling Trucks 

Compressors 

Other Mine or Mill Eqpt. 

Quantity or 
Horse Power 

Tons 

Miles or Hours 
Per Month 

PRODUCT PRODUCED 0 CONTEMPLATED: Name metals or minerals. , ;-

Gallons Required 
Per ~th ( 

( 'I , ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 

By _______________ -----------: ----------------------;--------------------v -----------------
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lJE:PARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOUt<CES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Mine Cara Vaca Da te 

District Poso Blanco (Q,uijotoa) Engineer 

Subject: Min e examination 

* 

This property consists of three claims, Cara Vaca Mos. 1 to 3, hel · f o.~ .. ,· 
looation by Keith~ Knight, Box. ?, Sells, Arizona. It is approached by fo ' ' 
miles of fair desert road which takes off the Tucson-Ajo highway 5 miles west ' 
of 60vered Wells or Quijotoa. 

Development work has been done on Cara Vaca No.1. Here a north-south 
ridge of quartzsite dominates the surrounding country. Some ft!ftl'l yards below it to 
the east is a bold outcropping of limestoneo About 150 feet farther east is 
a parallel gabbro dyke, dipping at about 30 toward the lime. The area between 
lime and ggbbro is a highly leaohed porphyry, soft and spongy, and full of 
residual iron as limonite together with occasional copper stains. This mass 
carries values up to $3.50 in gold, silver and copper. 

Lying on the basic footwall and dipping at 30
0 

toward the lime is a five 
foot vein of a somewhat different rook, more acid and not so highly leached 
as far as gold is ooncerned. Numerous samples on the outcrop assay about 0.35 
oz. gold. However, some manganese is apparent as dendrites in the outcrop 
which does not indicate that zmmm gold values have been retained in their 
entirety. An inclined shaft was started from this outcrop, following opening 
up for about 50 feet along the strike to establish values. The leached porph­
yritic mass however is extremely difficult to hold owing to its soft condition. 
Sinking was difficult and was abano.oned at about 60 feet. Mining would have 
been more of a problem. 

f It is the awner~ intention to sink a vertical shaft on the lime where 
\9alls are good. He should cut the above mentioned vein at 110 feet. OWing 

I to all conditions being favorable to an enrichment at this depth which is also 
about water level, this plan appears feasible and the best to be followed 
under the circumstances. 

Indian miners, developed by operator during the past several years, are 
1 avqilable in nearby villages. A well, some 500 yards east of workings has 

furnished water sufficient for mining and camp needs. Surrounding country 
has not been prospected since no evidence of location monuments or old work­
ings is apparent. Country for miles around is timbered with ironwood ana. 
other desert woods. This is all on Papago Indian Reservation. 

Good highways lead to Ajo and Casa Grande, both possible shipping pOints, 
about 50 and 60 miles distant respectively. Established hauling rate on former 
shipments is $4 per ton. 



DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Mine • Cara Vaea Date September 19. 1945 

District Poso Blanco (Q,uigotoa Engineer Gdorge A. Ballam 

Subject: Mine examina tion 

This property consists of three claims, Cara Vaca Nos . 1 to 3. held by location 
by Kei th Knight , Box 7, Sells, Arizona. It is approached by f our lai l!3S of fair 
desert road TKh ich takas off the Tucson-Ajo highway 5 miles west of Covered Wells 
or ctuijotoa. 

Development work has been done on Cara Vaca No . 1-
quartzsite dominates the surroun in~ country. Some 
is a bold o",t ropping of limestone. A out 150 feet 
gabbro dyke, dippi ng at abo~t 300 toward the lime. 
is a highly leached po phyry, soft 8nd apoEgy, and 
together with occasional copper stains. Thi El mass 
gold, silver and copper. 

Hara a north-south ridge of 
few yards 1 e ow it to ~La aast 
f arther eas t is B parallel 
The area between lime and gabbro 

full of residual iron as limonite 
carries values ~p to $3.50 in 

Lying on the basic footwall and dipping at 300 toward the lime is a five foot vein 
of a somewhat different rock, more acid and not so higLly laacl"ed as far as gold is 
concerned . Numerous sampl es on tLe outcrop assay about 0 -35 oz. gold. However , 
some manganese is apparent as dendrites i n the outcrop wtich does not indicata 
that gold values bave been retained in their entirety. An inclined sbaft was started 
f r om this outcrop, following opening up for about 50 f eet Blong the strike to 
establish values . The l eached porphyri tic mass, bowever, is extremely difficult 
to bold owing to its soft condition. Sinking was difficult and. was a bandoned at 
about 60 feet. Mining would have been more of a problem. 

It is the oViller'8 i ntention to sink a vert ical sbaft on the lime wbere walls are 
good. He should cut the above mentioned vein at 110 f eet. Owing t o all conditions 
being favorable to an enricbrnent at this depth which is alBo about water l evel , this 
plan appears feasible and the best to be followed ooier trle circunstances. 

Indian mi ners, developed by operator during the past s everal years, are available 
in nearby villages. A well , some 500 yards east of ·,'lOrkings, has f urni shed wa t er 
s ufficient f or mining and camp needs.Surrounding country has not been pros pected 
since no evidence of location monuments or old workings is appf.:.rent. Country for 
miles around is timbered with ironwood and other desert woods. This is all on 
Papago Indian Reservation. 

Good highways lead to Ajo and Casa Grande, both possible shipping points, about 50 
and 60 miles distant respectively. Established hauling rata on former shipments 
is $4 per ton. 

I s/ George i.e BalllllUl 



DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Mine Cara Vaca Date September 19, 1945 

District Poso Blanco (Q,uiij.otoa Engineer George A. Ballam 

Subject: Mine axamination 

This property consi s ts of three claims, Car~ Vace Nos. 1 to 3, held by location 
by Keith Knight, Box 7, Sells, Arizona. It is approached by four l'~iles of fair 
desert road which takes off the Tucson-Ajo highway ,5 miles west of Covered Wells 
or i~uijotoa. 

Development work has been done on Care. Vaca No. 1-
quartzsite dominates the surrounding country. Some 
is a bold outcropping of limestone. About 150 feet 
gabbro dyke, dipping at about 300 toward the lime. 
is a highly leached por phyry, soft and spongy, ani 
together with occasional copper stains. This mass 
gold, silver and copper. 

Here a north-south ridge of 
fevl yards below it to the east 
farther east is a parallel 
Th e area between lime and gabbro 

full of residual i.e-on as limonite 
carries values up to $3.50 in 

Lying on the basic footwall and dipping at 300 toward the lime is a five foot vein 
of a somewhat Jifferent rock, more acid and not so highly laached as far as gold i s 
concerned. Numerous smnples on the outcrop assay about 0.35 oz. gold. However, 
some iuanganese is apparent as dendri tes in the outcrop ·Ntich. does not indicate 
that 60ld valuEls have been retained in their entirety. An inclined al.l8.ft was started 
from this outcrop, followiU6 opening up for about 50 feet along the strike to 
establisb. values. The l eachc:3d porphyritic mass, however, is extremely difficult 
to hold owing to its soft conlli tion. Sinking was difficult and was abandoned at 
about 60 feet. Mining would have been more of a problem. 

It is the owner's int ention to sink a vertical shaft on the lime Hhere walls are 
good. He should cut the above mentioned vein at 110 feet. Owing to all conditions 
being favorable to an enriclli~ent at this depth which is also about water level , this 
plan appears feasible and the best to be followed under the circumstances. 

Indian miners, developed oy operator during the 'past s everal years, are available 
in nearby Villages. A well, some 500 yards east of workings, has furnish~d water 
suffiCi ent for mining and camp needs.~urrounding country has not been pros pected 
since no evidence of location monu~ents or old workings is apparent. Country for 
miles around is timoered Ni th ironwood and othar desertl"iOods. This L~ allan 
Papago Indian Reservation. 

Good hi.:shways lead to Ajo and Casa Granda, both possible shipping points, about 50 
and 60 miles distant respectively. Established hauling rate on former shipments 
is $4 per ton. 

/s/ George A. Ballmm 



Mine Cara Vaca 

District Poso Blanco 

DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date Septamber 19, 1945 

( Q,uiij.otoa Engineer Gaorge A. Ballum 

Subject: Mine examination 

This property consi.sts of three claims , Cara Vaca Nos. 1 to 3, held by loca.tion 
by Ke! th Knight, Box 7, Sells , Arizona . It is approached by four miles of fl::l.ir 
desert road wh ich take s off trH3 Tucson-Ajo highway 5 miles wast of Covered Wells 
or , :;~uijotoa. 

Development work ha.s been done on Care Vaca No.1. 
quartzsite dominates the surrounding country. Somd 
is a bold outcropping of limestone. About 150 feet 
gabbro dyke, dipping at about 300 toward the lime. 
is a highly leached porphyry , soft and spongy , and 
together with occasional copper stains. This mass 
gold, silve r and copper. 

Hera a nortb-south ridge of 
few yards below it to the east 
fartb (3r east is a parallel 
The area between lime and gabbro 

full of residutil iC'on as limonite 
carries values up to $3.50 in 

Lying Oll tIlBoasic footwall and dipping at 300 toward the lima is a f'ive toot vein 
of u somewhat li i'ferent rock, more acid and not so highly laacLed as f!:ir as ~old is 
concerned. Numerous samples on th,,, outcrop assay aoout 0.35 oz. gold. However , 
some ii1iillbanese is apparent !'is denari tea in tbe outcropd~ich does not indicate 
that :;old. values have been r e tained ill their entirety. An inclined shaft was started 
from this outcrop, followin.; opening up for about 50 feet dong the strike to 
e stabli sh values. The l aacb '3d porphyritic mass, however, is extremely difi'icult 
to hold O'o\ling to its soft COllt.U tion. Sinkint; was difficult and was abandoned at 
about 60 feat. Mining c"wuld have been mor8 of a problem. 

It is the owner's int,:mtion to sink Ii vertical shaft on th" li1l1e lihera walls are 
good . He should cut the above mentioned vein at 110 feet. Q;'Iing to all conditions 
buin;::; fav6 rabla to an anrichmrmt at tbis depth whic;h is also about wa ter lavel, this 
plan a ppears feasible and tlh, best to be followed under the circ umstances. 

Indian miners, devaloped oy operator during the pas t several years, are available 
in nearby villages. A'liell, some 500 ya rds east of' wo rkings, has furnisL':ld wa t er 
suffici ent for mining ;:,.nl camp needs.~urrcunding count ry has not been pro,'lpectad 
since no eviJence of' location monuments or old ,-Jerking:::; is appctrent. Country for 
miles around is timoered Ni th icomvood !::IIld ot ta r d.esert v/oods. 'rhi s i~3 <:111 on 
Papago Indian Reservation. 

Good hi;;h'days 1aad. to Ajo and Casa Grande, both possi ble shipping points, a.bout 50 
tind 60 ruiles d1stb.nt respectively. l:!:stablished hauling rate on fo rmer shipments 
is $4 per ton. 

lsi G00rg e I>.. Ballam 
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