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PRIMARY NAME:BUCKHORN PROPERTY 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
WILLIS AND HAND PLACER 

YAVAPAI COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 955A 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 8 N RANGE 2 W SECTION 28 QTR. NE 
LATITUDE:N 34DEG DOMIN 44SEC LONGITUDE:W 112DEG 28MIN 14SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME:COPPEROPOLIS - 7.5 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS:EXP PROSPECT 

COMMODITY: 
GOLD-(M) PLACER-PRIMARY 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
USGS COPPEROPOLIS QUAD 
ADMMR BUCKHORN PROPERTY FILE 
CLAIMS EXTEND INTO SEC. 20, 22, 23, 26, 27, 

28 & 29 FOLLOWING THE BUCKHORN WASH 
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BUCKHORN PROPERTY YAVAPAI COUNTY 

11-23-77 - A map of Black Rock District and a map of Wickenburg, showing points 
of interest, are filed in the Wickenburg general file. 11-23-77 bh 

KAP WR 1/9/81: William Memour, 200 Neptune Avenue, Encinitas, Calif 92024, of 
Buckhorn Mining Company (also P.O. Box 2401, Wickenburg AZ 85358) reported they 
plan to continue a dredging operation on Buckhorn Wash, Black Rock District (?) 
or Castle Creek District (?), Yavapai County (?). (Morgan Butte Quadrangle). 
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ARI~NA DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
MINERAL BUILDING, FAIRGROUNDS 

PHOENIX. ARIZONA 

February 6, 1958 

To the Owner or Operator of the Arizona Mining Property named below: 

BUCKHORN PROPERTY GOLD 
(Property) (ore) 

We have an old listing of th~ above property which we would like to have 

brought up to date. 

Please fill out the enclosed Mine Owner's Report form with as complete detail 

as possible and attach copies of reporm, maps, assay returns, shipment returns 

or other data which you have not sent us before and which might interest a 

prospective buyer in looking at the property. 

Ene: Mine Owner's Report 

FRANK P. KNIGHT, 
Director. I 
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May 21., 1957 

BUCKHORN PROPERTY Yavapai Co. 

No. inforr~tion_ 

This property idle. 

lVIARK GE.fv1NILL 
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July 13,19<::1 REPLY To 

I am enclosing a repol't on a place r property. Please make copies 
of the l"eport_ and some day when time permits I vdll vlrite up 
a n ino OV7ner3 report from it. Please r6-turn tne enclosure to 
1.·.:.r. Liarl .PaJ~ller, l!i01"l'lstOl'ill, i~iz. 

Hec 8 i ved t hl-'! t,1,'JO lett 8r fOI'l/,rurc1ecl to me here. 

I e:q)Gct to be here until ~ ·; denesc1ay and rIill then be at the 
l-.ias saYEUllpEt botel in 1-1:'e s cot t • 

Am al1}CiOllslt Q-;va:Ltill(; ·,/Jord frOI1 .le . ELe :3tantaon Jr., or from 
Charles i i. ~~;aitt,a, .i-l.s bestos Gorporatioll of j lIl.e rica, 90 ·,'i8St ;~t., 

H S"l'l ·York., \'.l :Lth chech: or limrd t hat ·;~he work is l"'eady to star t. 

,;·atch out i'or n:Fer u .inal tl mar L:ed on :301110 lett ers whic h may come 
:('01' me or ~/ou may b 8 su.rpT' ised. 

Sest vrishe ~l , 

v ery '~ r"U_ly , 
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COPY 

. MADGE '8 REPORT: 

,t 

-J/ 
REPORT OF Vi. c. MADGE ON BUCKHORN PROPERTY 

·v/ . . . 
(Now owned by The Placer Developments , .. :Inc.) 

/ ' 
Report of the Willis & Hand Placer Property. 

This property is situated two miles south of . the Buckhorn Mine, and comprises 
about 480 acres along the Buckhorn Wash, at the mouth of a wide tributary wash, coming 
in from the north and is about ·twenty m.iles from Wickenburg, in Yavapai County, Arizona 

This wash is one of the main gulches or washes running into Buckhorn, which at 
this point has. an easterly and westerly course. At the confluence of the tributary 
wash has spread out into a wide area, comprising over one and one - half miles in length 
~long Buckhorn. ' 

{ 
Gold bearing gravels were brought ,down and d'eposi ted in this area. Probably 

several periods of ' upheavals and subsequent erosions 'of theregt:)n generally have take~ 
place ,. ~ : changing the channel of the gulch, and enriching the gI;'avels by concentration 
at the lower end .of the tributary wash. Finally t this area :.was uplifted forming the 
~xisting low hills and ridges in the wide mouth of the wash, and the partial er'osicn 
9f these has formedhars reaching out into the wash from these bases - thessbars 
'being enriched by the natural concontration resulting from the carrying away of the ' 
lighter soil and gravel in to the main wash. Most ~f the gold in these bars is 
.paturallyrather coarse- some of the finer having been carried into the wash with the 
lighter gravels. 

The property comprises a .160 acre entry that covers the Buckhorn wash, and 
alongside of this, covering the bars, are some sisteen placer locati lns. The length 
along Buckhorn wash covering ab~ut two miles. 

The depth of the gravel and soil will average 6 to 8 feet , and in places Will 
reach 10 or 12 feet, and the gold is quite uniformly distributed from bedrock to 
9urfaceand so far as known there are no barren layers or strnth. The ~wne rs have 
~unk a number of prospect pits but not a sufficient number to determine accurately the 
value of the whole area. The bedrock is tilted somewhat in places and will have to 
~e dug a short distanco to recover all the gold. It may be somewhat difficult to clean 
; nplace$-. From a large ntunber of samples panned from different parts of the gro~d 
and from results being obtained by the small crude operation now being carried on, it 
~an be conservatively estimated that most of the aroawill average $1.00 per yard - and 
§ome of the ground will undoubtedly run much high'ar, and there will probably be some 
~ich and lean channels, but there is no way these can be located except by actual 
qperations. 

c' At present a small operation is being ca rried on by means of a team and scraper 
and fOUl:" men, and pumping water .for sluicing with a gas engine from a well sunk a few 
feet in the midd le of the Buckhorn wash to the top of the pit they are w~rking. About 
500 gallons por minute being pumped, which first helps to wash down the bank, The 
coarse gravel and sand is then ground removed by scraper, and the finer gravel and ' 
sli:rd is then ground sluiced in the pit and finally washed dOVID a 10 x 12 inch sluice ' 
containing riffles. Most of the gold is coarse and is recovered in the pit along with 
considerable black sand, which is later cleaned on a small jig. It is a crude and 
expensive operation and the ground must give more than $2.00 per yard to pay wages. 

The payable area at present may be conservatively taken at 2500 yards in length 
by an average width of 200 yards and 2t yards deep - mnking a total of 1,250 000 yards 
while there are aq(i itional areas containing several hutidred thousand yards that will ' 

\ 
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probably prove profitable, but which have not yet been prospected sufficiently to 
make an estimate ~f . their yaluq.', 

In order to make this property accessible for profitable operation a road will 
have to be rebuilt a distance of about three and one-half miles, this road als 0 

sorving the Buckhorn Mine. This rOQcl will cost perhaps between $400 nnd $500. 

There is no running water in Buckhorn wash during the maj~r portion of the year 
b'~t below the surface - so fnr as known - thero is always water, and the wolls sunk 
in the bod of the wash have not been lowered any in pumping the first five hundred 
g~llons per minute nor by ranch owners who pump water for domestic use and irrigation ~ 
Ti.1is 'wash is the final ' and main drninage of a largo area of the region, and is of 
s'cli'ficient fall for the water to work donw to this point . and below. I am of .the 

. :J)inionthat a continuous supply of 700 gallons per minute can be pumped fr.om the ";VG1~1 
i:l the wash, and should this diminish for a time during the driest season, whater caD. 
bo returned from the op~ration and reu$ed.· For the operation a lift 'Jf only 15 to 20 
fOGt 'TInll be required. 

The property can be operated with ' a powor shovel and. mobile screening plant and 
sluices, or 6ther gold saving apparatus, and pumping plant. There are plants and 
apparatus manufactured now for just such a '.situa.tion and conditions that nre very 
successful. With the water available 500 yards per day can be handled ,with such equip· 
ment at a cost of not exceeding 30¢ per cubic yard. I would suggest ,Diesel .engines fOl 
all power purposes, including' the above pumping and screening plant • . About 80 H.P. 
will · be required. An operation can becnrriedon tho yoararound and the shovelcGIl 
be utilized in building the necessary road into the property, while the camp establishc 
could take care of the men on tho development · of the. Buckhorn Mine so that no camp noed 
be provided at the mine. It would be most advisablo to begin operations here beforE) 
starting on mine development at the Buckhorn, thus reducing ·tho initial outlay for C8.1111 

~nd':,.road • 
A capital expenditure of ab)ut $30,000 should be provided for the necessary 

a qui prnent , road buildings and camp to start this operation. It should produce a not 
ul1nual return of $80,000 for dividends. 

In addition to this operation and its potentie.l possibilities the large prof.its 
that may be derived from dredging tho gravels of tho main wash of the Buckhorn should 
also be c·onsidered. The property extends across und includes the bed of 'the WQsh, which 
averages soveralhundred foet in width for a distance of two miles, 2nd the depth of 
bed r')ck will probably average 25 to 60fe.ot. Undoubtedly much gold has been carried 
illt~ this main wash by the many tributaries that run into it and the high values of the 
bars running right down into this mainnlone indicates n heavy enrichment r':nd COl1cen­
trati~n in the latter. The gravels of the wash adjacent to and along the length of the 
placer bars alone would probably yield a profit of at least $500 ' and might yield more 
for it undoubtedly can be dredged for several miles. Excavation, careful damming to 
impound the water,and some pumping for clarifying, would likely make Possible a 
dredging.operation, but if there should be insufficient water a drag line excavati')n 
would be practicable. 

~here may be a short period in the driest season when there would be a water 
shortage, but I believe it desirable and feasible to dredge this wash, and its 
possibilities should be considered along with the placer operations. 

Respectfullysubmdtted, 

(SIGNED) Wm. C. MADGE, E .M. 

I~OTE: This report was made in 1932 when the price of gold was at the old standard, so 
with the price today of $35 per ~unce the situation is much better. 

w. H. McK, Jr. 



Since the foregoing report was made by Mr. Madge, E.M., the present owners 
have acquired throe more 160 acro tracts - making 960 acres, covoring numerous other 
bars and covering tho main wash for over three miles, thereby doubling the gravel in 
~~·'.lckhorn Wash, and mJro than doubling the bench ground i as the largest of' these -
c)mprising thirty to forty ucros - W2S not covered by tho attached report; but 
\L'::'specting has shJwn this larger bar to be as good as those covered by Mr. Madge's 
r'-~:'lort, attached herGto~ 
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REPORT OF W.e C ~ MADGE ON BUCJ\UORN PROFERTY 

(Now owned by The Placer D~~elopments'J :lnc.) 

MADGE'S REroRT: , : / ;r, 

, I 
Report of the Willis&, Hand Placer Property. 

This property is situated two m11e~ .south of the Buckhorn Mine, and comprises 
about 480 acres along the Buckhorn Wash, at the mouth of a wide tributary wash, coming 
I n from the north an~, is about twenty miles fr?m Wickenburg, in Yavapai County, Arizona 

This wash is ,one of the ' main gulches 0,).. :washes running irito Buckhorn" which at 
this point has: an 'easterly and westerly course. At the confluence , of the tributary 
wash has spread out into a wide area, comprising over one and one-half miles in length 
along Buckhorn. 

Gold bearing gravels were brough,tdownand deposited in this ,area. Probably 
~eve'ral , periods of upheavals and subseq\lent ,erosions of the regi:),n gerierally have taken 

~placef ~ changing the .channel of the gulch, and enri6hingthegrav~ls by concentration 
~t the lower end of thet,ributary 'wash. finally t , this area ' was uplifted ;forming the 
~xisting low hilis and ridg~s in the .Widemoui1h of the wash, and the Partia~erosion 
,9f these has formed bars reaching ,1utintothe wash from these bases - thess bars 
being enriched by the natural , concentratioriresulting from the ' carrying away of the 
iighter soil and ,gravel ' in to the main wash. Most' of the gold in, these bars.is ' 
naturally rather coarse - some 6f the finer having been carried into the wash with the 
+ighter gravels. 

'" The property comprises a 160 ac're e~try that covers the Buckhorn wash, and 
a longside of this, covering the bars, 'are sonie sisteen placer ' locati Jns. , The length 
along Buckhorn wash covering about two miles. 

", The depth of the gravel and soil will average 6 to $ feet, and in places will , 
~oach 10 or 12 feet, and the gold is quite uniformly distributed from Qedrock to 
$~rface and so far as knovm there are no barren layers or strath. The owners have 
~unk a number of prospect pits but not a sufficient number to determine accurately the 
yalue of the whole area. ' The bedrock is tilted somevihat in places and will have to , 
~e dug a short distance to recover all the gold. It may be somewhat . difficult to clean 
in places. From a large number of samples pa.'nned from different parts of the grou.r).d 
~nd from results being obtained by the small crudeoperat.ion now being ,' carried · on, it 
~an be conservatively estimated that most of the area 'will avorag~ $1.00 per yard - and 
$ome of the ground will undoubtedly run much higher, and there will probably be some 
r1ch , and lean ' channels, but there is no w?-y these can be located e?Ccept by actual 
~perations • 
. ; At present a small operation is being carried on by means of a team and scraper 
and four men, and pumping water for sluicing with , a gas engine from a well sunk a few 
feet in the middle of the Buckhornwasll to the top of thep~t ~hey are working. About 
500 gallons per m~nute being pumped. which first hoips to wash down ,the bank, The 
coarse gravel and ' sand is then ground removed by scraper, and the finer gravel and " 
;:::a:r;,d is then ground, sluiced in the pit and finally washed dovm a 10 x 12 inch 'sluice 
containing riffles. Most of the gold is coarse and is recov.ored in the pit along with 
considera.ble black sand, whic~ . is late~cl0anod on a small jig" It is a crude and 
expensive operation and the ground must give more than $2.00 per yard to pay wages. 

The pa,yable area at ,present may be cpnservati vely taken at 2500 y,ards '1n length 
by an average width of 200 yards and 2t yards deep - mnking a total Of 1 ,,250.000 yards, 
while there are ad(3 itio~al areas cont.aining several hundred thousand yards that will 



pr~bably pr~ve profitable. but which have not yet been prospected sufficiently to 
make an estimate of theirvaluo. 

In order to make this property accessible for profitable operation a r~)Q.d 'will 
have to be rebuilt a distance of about three and one-half miles, this road als 0 

sorving the Buckh~rn Mine. This r~o.d will , ,cost perhaps botween $400 [lnd $500. 

There is no running water in Buckhorn wash during the major portion of the yee.r 
b '~t bel~w the surfaco - so far as known - thero is always water, and the wolls sunk 
:Ln the bod of the wash have' n~t 'been iowered any in pumping the first five hundred 
gn.1lons per minute nor by ranch owners who pump water for domestic use and irrigati on ~ 
Til:LS wash is the finalnnd rno.in drnin~geof a largoaroa of the region,and 'is of 
s·J.:'ficient fall for the wator to workdonw to this 'point and below. I am of the 
0~)inion that Q continuous supply of ?OO gallons ' per minuto con be pumped from the \1[01:1" 
1.:1 the wash, and sh~uld this diminish for a time during the driest season, whator can 
GO returned from the oporation arid ' reused,. For tho operation a lift ')1' :Jnly 15 to 20 
foot vIill be required. 

The property can be operated with ' a power shovel and mobile screeningplnnt and 
sluices, or ~thGr gold saving apparatus, and pumping plant. There ire plants and 
apparatus manufacttrred now for just such a 81 tuation and condit ions that 'are very 
successful ~ ' With the wo.ter available 500 'y'ards per day can be handled with such equip· 
ment at a cost' of 'not exceeding 30¢ per cubic yard. I would suggest ' Dieselenginesfol 
all ,power purposes, inciuding the ab6ve pumping and screening plant. Ab~ut 80 H.P. 
will 'be required. An operation can be carrio'don tho 'year around and the shovel cnn 
bo utilIzed in build'ing the n'ccessary road iIito the property ;whilo the campestablishc 
cOldld take care' of the men ori tho development of the Buckhorn Mine so that no C['illlP noeo. 
be provided at the mine • It would bo most · adVisable to begin operations here bef~re 
starting on mine develoPment at the Buckhorn, thus reducing theinitinl outlay for caml 
and<.Toad. . 

A capital expenditure of ab')ut$30, 000 should be providod for the necessary 
,3 quipment , road buildings and camp to start this operati:Jn. It should produce a net 
annual return 'of $80,000 for dividends. 

In addition to this operation and its potential possibilities the large profits 
that may be derived from dredging tho gravels of the main wash of the Buckhorn should 
p.lso be c-onsidered. The propertye:i&tends across and includes the bed of the wash, wl1icr 
Qveragessoveral hundred feet in width for a distance of two miles, o'nd the depth of 
bod r')ck will probably average 25 to GO feet. Undoubtedly much gold has been carried 
int~ this main wash by the many tributaries that run into it and the high values of the 
bo.rs running right down into this main a.lone indicates u hea.vy enrichment pnd C011con­
tr6tionin the latter. The gravels of the wash adjacent to and along the length of the 
placer bars alone would probably yield a profit of atleast$500 ' and might yieid more 
for it undoubtedlt can be dredged ' for several ' miles. Excavation, careful danuning to 
impound the water, ' and some pumping for clarifying, w:Juld likely make possible a 
dredging . operati~n, but if there should be insufficient ' water a drag line excavati')n 
would be practicable. 

There may be a sh~rt period in the driest season when there would be a water 
shortage, but I believe it 'desirable and ' feasible to dredge this wash, and its 
possibilities should be considered along with the placer operations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(SIGNED) Wm. C. MADGE J 'E .M~ 

NOTE: This report was made in 1932 when the price of gold was at the old standard, so 
with the pri'ce today of $35 per' ounco the situation is much better. 

W. H. McK, Jr. 
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REPOHT on BUCIIT{OHN PLAC~ GROUND. 

Dear Sir: 

Ben Humphreys. 

CRshion, Arizona, 
MaY 1st, ~4. 

/ 1.4~-

I have obtained control of the placer ground in the Bucr-~orn 
Wash, situated in Township 8 North, Range 2 West of the Gila and Salt 
River Meridian, Arizona, being about t'!Nenty miles in a north easterly 
direction from Wickenburg. I ·would be very glad to interest some big 
placer operator to the extent of looking this ground over, with a 
view to leasing. 

The Ground. 

Buckhorn Wash heads on the east side of the divide between Castle 
Cneek and the Hasayampa Hiver, and flovIS into Gastle Creek. Along the 
three miles of gold bearing grav~l there are q_uite a nrunber of high bars, 
some being forty feet above the present 'Nash, all of these hitSh bars 
have been extensively worked in the past twenty or thirty years. Small 
operations, in both the dry and the wet methods. But no larg e operations 
in the main vla8h have been tried. 

My testing 1'iork consisted of proving the value of the gravel in the 
remaining high bars. I find that the majority of it vdll run from 
fifty cts. to t vm dollars per yard, ~Nith sOnJ.e spot s possibly ,s omeiiJhat 
richer. The side c anyons have eroded ffiBny hundreds of thousands, 
possibly millions of yards. A-nc1 the many abru·pt turns in the :main 
c a nyon are v ery favorable for the concentrat ion of' 1'ich deposits. 

The 'NateI' is very favor nb l e to l ar g e })lacer operations. Buckhorn 
Spr i ngs , ev en during a dry season, floVIs ab o1JJ, t rTsn.t y inches, and. durircg 
medimn r a in fall, doub l e t hn t flFlolmt. Sever a l old ·wells a nd m~cr~ -
v ..., t i ons show the 'Nater t-; o be ·wi t h in a f ev! f (? Rt ::J -t:' +·}"l 8 fJ uI' fgc e of t h e 
::vash nOl.v . 

Roc:t~l.s . "Y .-, iyr:' T ~~, C;CB,SS roa.cL oui1 t over t he rou-:~ ,"-; 0:::' +. ' ~, ,-; :c~ Groom 
Nfine road tcb s e:r've tll. e Al>J I~ i nc bIn n i ne t ak e;::: you over the sUJomi t to 
th e head of Buckhorn Hnsh . .A V 8 I 'Y gCiod TO~lc1. The r$Ynaining trail down 
the ·wash is a very g ood unimproved road. Bu.t anyone '.:Jould be '\:1J811 
advi s ed not to go in a lOVI hung car. A vej'!Y little rel)air work "\/TOuld 
reopen the road from Castle greek into the lower Buckhorn Wash. 

Would be very glad of your assistance. 

Thanking you, 1 3m, 

Y01..l2'S 
"'.T e:cy truly, . ; _ I ~ AAl 

~~~v 

\ 



'" . ' 

Since the foregoing report was made by Mr. Madge, E.M., the present owners 
have acquired three more 160 acro tracts - making 960 acres, covering numerous other 
bars and covering tho main wash for over three miles, thereby doubling the gravel in 
':'~ ~_lCkhorn Wash, and more than doubling the bench ground} as the largest of' those -
c. )mprising thirty to forty c.cros - WQS not covered by the attached report I' but 
:.;;:cspecting has shown this larger bar to be as good as th:.:>se covered by r~~r .. Madge's 
Y'Y'X)rt, attached hereto a 

[ 

. - Ma~ I, 1945 
PLACER 

3 miles of gold bearing gravel - number of high bars. 
Runs from 50¢' to $2.00 per ·yard. Water favorable 
to large placer operations. Good road to within short 
distance. 

Buckhorn wash, Yavapai County, Arizona 
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