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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: BLACKWATER COPPER 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
MINERAL BUTTE 
APACHE MAID 
UNPATENTED CLAIMS MS 3739 
UNPATENTED CLAIMS MS 3922 

PlNAL COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 277 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 4 S RANGE 7 E SECTION 3 QUARTER -- 
LATITUDE: N 33DEG 07MIN OOSEC LONGITUDE: W I I IDEG 37MIN 34SEC 
TOP0 MAP NAME: SACATON - 7.5 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
COPPER 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
ADMMR BLACKWATER COPPER-LEASED SEC. 32 (FILE) 
ADMMR MINERAL BUTTE AND GOLDMINE MOUNTAIN 
AREAS FlLE 
BLM MINING DISTRICT SHEETS 568 & 572 
CHAFFEE. MAURICE A,. USGS 1278-D. 1976 
ADMMR BEAR CREEK MINING CO. FlLE 
ADMMR BLACKWATER GROUP AND LEASED SEC. 32 









' BLACKWATER COPPER MINE 
r (MINERAL BUTTE) 

Blackwater Dist.. Pinal Co. 

~ d c e  Bacon, Consulting Geologist, was i n  r e l a t ive  t o  F inera l  Butte, northwest 
of Coolidge, wha he is handling for the owners. Some information is i n  the 
f i l e s  on th i s .  He sa id  tha t  the cagping i s  spotty,  some areas  indicat ing 
one percent and others much less.  It needs t o  be d r i l l ed .  

LFWIS A. SMl'TH - Weekly Report - 8-25-61 

see MINERAL aUTTE & GOLDMINE MOUNTAIN AREAS (file) 
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D E P ~ E N ~  OF MINERAL RESOURC&-~ 
= A n  OF ARIZONA 

flND ENGINEERS RtPOIT 

Mine ' Blackwater Mine (Mineral Butte, Date November 15, 1960 . Apache Maid Lease) 
District Blackwater Dist., Pinal Co. Engineer Lewis A. Smith 

Subject: Interview with D.H. Jackson 

Location: Sec. 1-6, T IJ S, R 7 E, Sec. 31-36, T 3 S, R 7 
G8i''a 

Ownes: 'R. B. Rodney, 265 W 1st St., Mesa, Arizona (Mineral Butte). SaU River 
Indian Reservation (Adache Haid Lease) (3000 acres).  The area covers 2 m i l e s  wide by 
6 miles long (elongated east-vest). 

Lease Option to) D. H. Jackson, 850 W. Osborne, Phoenix and 'Lou Purigraski, 2937 W. 
Bethany Rd., Phoenix. 

Minerals : Copper 



e :  . ~ . . , ,. : : .:? ; 
.. - 

1 ' ir 
2- --, . ' ' 5 ".* - 
i I ~ ~ M E N T  OF MINERAL RESOURCES- 

,. STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGWEERS REPORT 
e i 

~i~~ B W A T W  COPPER Date Feb. 

~~~e~ Blackwater Pinal  County, Arizona. Engjneer A. Macf arlane \. 
subect: Examination 

PROPERTY LOCATION ; Approximately 15 miles westerly by north from the  gounty sea t  
Florence, over t h e  Hunt Highway f o r  13 miles, thence 2 miles of stub 
road following a southwesterly d i rec t ion  t o  the  mine workings. 

The mine workings a r e  i n  a gap between two h i l l s  rising 300' 
above t h e  f l a t  foot lands,  the route from the Xagma r a i l  .Junction or  
from Florence S.P. s ta t ion ,  is void of grades and i n  order t o  make the 
mine o r  stub road smooth, about one days 3ull Dozer work, would provide 
t h e  mine with an excellent road. 

mom the mine shaf t  t o  the Magma 9 a i l  junction is  a distance 
of f i v e  miles. 

L 

FCONOPhIC ~~S ; The following estimate of marketing the copper ores  of t h i s  
mine. w i l l  cost: Trucking t o  Bma Jct.per .ton .... . . .$0.50 

R a i l  freibzht t i  Mama smelter ....... 0.75 - - 
Smelting up t o  $15.00 ore ..... .. 3.50 

4.75 4.75 
Assuming an average grade of copper ore of a t  
t h e  pr ice  of l 7 c t s ,  l e s s  deductions,net being 14cts, 
per  pound f o r  6# l e s s  10#pay for  50# a t  14cts,value 7.00 
Remainder t o  cover the  mining costs  and Genl.Bpense 2.25 

7.00 

MINE WOPKLNGS ;Consists pr incipal ly  of ad f l a t  dipping shaft ,  s a id  t o  be 
f u l l y  801 deep on about a 25 degree dip, I went only to  t h e  50' point 
of t h i s  shaft,from there  downwards itlooked unsafe. 

from both the ends of t h i s  shaft on the 251 and 50' l eve l s  
d r i f t s  and stopes extended for  70' northeasterly and about 30' sonth- 
-westerly+ I n  t h i s  l a t t e r  di rect ion the  dr i f t ing  was extended about 75' 
fu r the r  without encountering addit ional copper ores. 

The East  shaft and stope made on a lenze or  vein is seperate 
from the  main workings; t he  co l l a r  of t h i s  shaft is caved wide and 
about 20' below the surface, stoping has been carried both Sownwards 
and from the  shaft ends. This former working probably reaches a depth 
of 601 below the  surface, and there  is v is ib le  i n  the  shaf t  ends about 
a four  foot  vein of copper; there  may have been wider ore stope from 
t h i s  pa r t  of t h e  mine, which is  2501 south 50 degrees ea s t  of t h e  main 
inc l ine  shaft. 

VISIBLF C O m  Om-; Within these mine workings is indeed very l i t t l e ,  due 
t o  a mining campaign of 1936 and 1937 when LP Pomeroy shipped about 
4,000 tons  t o  t he  Hayden smelter, and a s  these shipments were mined 
f romthe  small workings, v e v  l i t t l e  ore was l e f t  now vis ible .  

Considerable small caves and sloughing off from the  hang%? 
I . .  

w a l l  which is r a the r  slabb$qd so f t ,  has covered the  d r i f t  floors. . . 
. . . ,, 

%. . 



The copper mineralization mined thru  and from these stopes, had a length of 
60 t o  75' and was mined on t h e  incline t o  about the  same depth. The width of 
the  ore w r i e d  from 2'  t o  5' and according t o  the c s r lo t  smelter settlement 
sheets, the average copper content of a l l  shipments made, was fu l ly  3.5% Cu. 

These ore shipments were m n  from the  stopes of the  main shaft 
and the  stope of the  East shaft  and I dareaay, there is more of t h i s  .grade 

copper t o  be mined from t h i s  small mine, providing, d r i f t i ng  end cross-cuting 
is  carr ied into virgin ground, underneath the  mined par t s  of the former ore 
lenses. 

SURFACE ORES ; Almost a mile southwesterly f romthe  main shaft  there is a large 
cropping o r  surface mineralization, showing strong bands of copper carbonates. 

This cropping is cut t o  a depth of about 10' by a water course 
exposing a width of 70' of copper and t h i s  maybe 200' or  more along i t s  north 

-easterly strike.  I took a representative sample of the  possible smelter 
grade copper and t h i s  sample assayed 3.01 %. 

Other than a few shallow d r i l l  holes having been blasted, t h i s  
surface eopper body is virgin and' as  strong mineralization is vis ible  on . 
on both s ides  of the  water course, it is  qai te l ikely,  t ha t  a substantial 
quantity of t h i s  carbonate ore  can be mined by open cut m i n i n g  a t  very low 
cos t  per ton. l'?m days work of a Bulldozer would make a road f r o m  t h i s  
Southwest open cut, t o  connect with the  road ending a t  the main s M ,  thence 
5 miles t o  r a i l  switch. 

RECCOMENDATIO!?S ; To fur ther  prospect the copper deposits of the Blackwater Mine 
the  above described southrnest cropping body should be trenched and opencut , 

stoping of the best bands of v is ib le  copper, should be in i t ia ted  a t  once. 

The Main shaft  be cleaned and timbered where needed, and drif t ing 
be carried along say 50' under the  old stopes. This same type of work to  be 
done within the limits of the  east  shaft .  

As both t h e  w a l l  rock and vein matter noted within the shafts is 
r a the r  so f t  and inclined t o  slough off  t he  hangingwall, hand s tee l  mining 
would be a s  cheap as by useing air d r i l l ;  the  opencut would require a i r  - 
d r i l l  equipment. 

FCRPBATIOIiS; Of the Blackwater group a re  principally grani tes  much altered and 
showing considerable i-J s h i s t  and kaolinizlng, dykes of Dacite and 
rhyo l i t e  intruded the  loca l i ty  near the  fractures showing copper and soma 

frsgmentory altered lime was a lso  noted. 

The importance and extent of the  copper minerals cannot be f a i r l y  
estimated a t  t h i s  time, due t o  the  limited amount of exploration, but an 
immediate quantity of 2% t o  3.$ copper can be procured almost immediately 
from the  Southwest cut and mineralization. 
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/ 
Mine BLAOI:WATER COPPER Date February 10. 1945 

District Engineer Earl F. Hastings 

Subject: 

Blaok:water-. PInal. County. Arizona 

R • .F.C. Mine· Loan V 
, -

'&'oltet No. ' / , Phx 0-289 
February Sf 1945 
February 3, 1945 
,.bruary 10. 194' 

Date Applioation Received 
Date 01' F1eld Examination (A. Macfarlane) 
Date 01' Report 

1. Name ; aJl.d!ddre~s()r applic~t (correspondel1~). r ' . 
R • .T. <Psmieroy. 302 Home Builders Building, Phoenix. 

i - .. -,', ~ 

2. Charaoi;er ot project and estimated cost thereot: 
Reh&b11,.tate main shaft to 90' level (bottom), including surfaoe buildings, 
heCla trame, bins, . etc., and repalr road. .5.000.00. 

3. Looatl~n of property: 
Blaokwe:tar 141n1D6 District. near Florence, Pinal County, Arizona. 

4. AppUoant's interest in or ownership 01' property: 
Applioant:: holds leas8 to J;'anuary 14. 1950. A ~ royalty applies on ores up 
to and' inoluding a ~ ou. oontent, a l~ royalty on ores above ~' ou.( Freight 
and smelter charges deductable before calculation. ' 

s. Loan requastad: 
.'.!JOO.~ .. 

6 • Loan recommended: 
None. ----Comments: 
(A) There is little Visible ore within the confines of the present workings. 

Due to a. change in dip of the v~ln the 90 foot level of the ,shaft is not 
in the Vein md a cross cut of' mdeterm1nedlensth would be , necessary 
to reaoh the vein. Auy appreoiable product1onis thereforedep8ndent 
upon favorable results ot developulent lit depth below the present ,stoP" 
area and the possible lateral extension of ore to the northeast. 

(B) The economic features as outlined in the Macfarlane report are not in 
favorable balanoe and ahlgher grade shipping ore would need be maintained 
to c-reate an operating profit. The $2.25 per ton left 8fter shippins 
~d smelter oharges is insut'tiolent to suppor't the costa of mining, 
development, overhead. and loan liquidation, much less allow a profit. 
Mining costs on Ii 2 to 5 toot vein, in short shoots, with a ~!t hanging 
wall, od on a ;;ho dip, would be high. - .. , 

It is appreoiated that the vein 1s changing dip toward the vertical, but 
to what extent is not lc:nown. Likewise there is the possibility that suoh 

.:: " 
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o~hl!3r ore bodies, Or" ex.tensions of the exposed ores t will, not haTlll& 
been deprl Ted. of selected ore.. field " higher aTerage grade than. 18 . 
used tn the calculation. Iven based upon the &"'8r888 ot past sh1pm8nts. 
3.~ cu., there is only $3.65 per tall to cove.r the items outlIned abo" •• 
Bo·th dip and condit1on of thi:! hang illS '!nUl wo:uld need greatly im-proTe 
to op"rote on th1s balance. 

(e) The most faTorable feature of the property appears to be the larse 
8urface exposure at same distanoe tromthe main shaft on which Macfarlane 
tcoke. semple aasay1n6 J.Ol~ cu. The mtuerallzat10n 1s 70 teet wlde 

. anI! e.U_~ed to b. 200 teet along the stdke. kpl01 tation .ot this 
exPosure coUld 8&.11.7 11&14 an earlier prodUQUOl1 and oue which . coUld 
be attain.ed wIth lus .oap1talexppd1ture than the progru. prOposed 
by- the app11c~t • . 

(D) t~ can be coaoluded that the property 1s marginal and only a crlt1eal 
shortage ot s111010us ores or the smelter would Justify the risk of lou 
Ch!J>1t&:l. A pr81ll1 UIl. now unlikely t ~~utd lUcew1sa altar the ' complenOll 
o~ the project. . . 

(i) A. 'rn1sed. app11cation 1n whioh exploration ot the surtac. &rea renewed 
1n 'paragraph C preaeed1ng would more likely at\ract the support of this 
8ll31i1l-"1" than the proaram described b1 1;he appllcant. 

. , . 
.I' .-. 

AiUZONJ,. DiFART!.tENT OJ' 1aUHERALRESOUBOiS 

larl .,. liast1ngs. Projects En&1n.e~ 



REPORT To OPA ON 
ACTIVE MINING PROJECT 

, 
Filing Informatiom 

Date 
File System 

Name of Mine ........... 
Rle  No 

............ 

....... 
/ 

Mine lacation ...... &@?& ..... f L  
PRESENT OPERATIONS: (check X) 

.......... production ..)(... ; Development ; J?inancing ; Sale of mine ; 

.......... Experimental (sampling) ; Owner's occasional trip ; 

Other (specify) 

PRODUCTION: P u t  .nd F m t t u a .  Tons 

.... Approx. tons last 3 months 

Approx present rate per 3 months ........................................................ 

................... .........-.-........---. --.... Anticipated rate next 3 months -.. -. 

........................................................ If in distant future cheek (X)  here 

EQUIPMENT OPERATED: 

Tm; 
Quantity o r  Wea or  Hours 

-%one Power Per Month 
Gallons Required 

Per Month 

.................................. Personal Cars ...... 

Light or Service Trucks 

Ore H a u l i i  Trucks .... 

compressors .. ... 
.. 

CONTEMPLATED: Name- metals or minerale. 

........ : 

ARIZONA D 

- 
, 
i 



DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL 
REPORT TO OPA ON 

ACTIVE MINING PROJECT 

A 

i 

.... Mini bca t io  ~ L . . ~ . . . % R . . / J  ?%I&&..&&?.L f l / . . r&3 .~ f  

- 
Date .. ... &?. .............. C~.43....... - ............... 

Name of Mime ..... z?~..~d...d&?&?, ......................... -. ..... 

or O p e r a t o r . . ~ ~ ! ~ 2  2 ..... d .... ~-..I~:?.Z.C.C..QXJ -.. .. ;' 

PRESENT OPERATIONS: (check X) 

f i  l~formrtiom 

File System. 

File No 

This chart to be used for gauona of gag 

/' . . . Production .......... , Development. ......... , F~nanung ; Sale of mine .......... ; 

Experimental (aampling)..d..; Ownet's occasional t r i p . . c ;  

Other (specify) ........... 1 

PRODUCTION: P u t  m d  Future. 

........................ Approx. tons last 3 months 

Appror present rate per 3 months 

Anticipated rate next 3 months ............. 

 ah.,.: B.=..z .... &ea.c ..... &.<Lz .~cL.E~L-~.....$!~ . 

If in distant future check (X)  here ....................................................... 

........... 

EQUIPMENT OPERATED: 
Quantity or 

T m  Horse Power 

oline required per month 

Houra Gallons Required 
Per Month Per Month 

Personal Cars - 

Light or Service Trucks 

Ore Hauling Trnch .: ................................ ....................... 

Compreaaors . ................................... / 5 d  &.TE 
Other Mine or Mill Eqpt. - . 

PRODUCT PRODUCED OR CONTEMPLATED:. Name metals or minerals. 

ARIZONA DEPARTM 

.~ .  . 



REPORT TO OPA ON 
ACTIVE MINING PROJECT 

File System 
................................ Name of Mine 

File No . 
owner or operator ..... This chart to be used for gallons of gap 

Ad&, 
oline required per month. 

........ 

Mine Location - 
PRESENT OPERATIONS: (cheek X) 

Production ; Development.y. ..; Financing .- ....... ; Sale of mine .......... ; 

Experimental (sampling) .......... ; Owner's occasional trip/X .... ; 

Other (specify) 

PRODUCTION: P u t  m d  F-ture. Tons 

Approx. tons last 3 months ...................................................... 

Appro= present rate per 3 months 

Anticipated rate next 3 months 

If in distant future check (X) here 

EQUIPMENT OPERATED: 
Quantity or 

TP Horse Power 
Miles or  Hours 

Per Month 
Gallons Required 

Per Month 

............. ............................. Personal Cars 1 
Lipht or &mice Trucks 

..................................... ... 'Ore Hauling Trucks ........... - .. - . 
.......... Compressors ....... -. ........... - ..... .. -.. .. .- -- .- 

- 
Other Mine or Mill Eqpt. .. . 

PRODUCT P DUCED OR CONTEMPLPLTED: Name metab or minerals. 

................................................................ .....-.-..... ................ .. - - .......... -.. .... .- ....-..-..... -. ..... ...-.. : 

.... .... 

.... . . . .  :. 

- 
. .  . ARIZONA DEP4RTM \ ? . .  . . .- 

. .~>. . ~.~ . . 



. ~ Lr. Rsipk J. Toneroy 
127 !;ortL H i j j e r t  S t r e e t  
Slesa, Arizona 

Dear X r .  Poneroy: 

I would like t o  ffive 5 f u r t h e r  t a l k  -dith 
t 

you about t h z  S l ~ c ~ m t e r  Line. 

Yours  s ince re ly ,  

Ches. 1;. Dunning 
Direc tor  



June ll, i945 

Yr. ~ a l p h ' ~ .  lom3roy 
3 2  Home S d l 3 e r s  B u l l a n g  
Phocnix, &-izono 

Dear klr. Poarroy: 

2aferring t o  h- mine r e 9 r t  of the De-mrtutsl;t ol" Idinure1 
Hasourcee,u;LlcC I ,  as t h e i r  f ro ld  a n ~ i n e j r ,  meas, covericg the  
Blacknater Copper Iline, w t e d  Fsbrmry 3 ,  19.45, I s t a t e  es follows: 

That tks body of 'surface ores  referred t o  i n  sa id  r e p r t ,  
t h a t  i s  th* ores no* availabla end expoeed i n  thiri .2--.2;iing, 62i 
i n  tho surfhce cu ts  made ori ttis rcinoral body, w i l l  a o t . a e w j  over 
3 ?ercerrt copyc'r as mined Tor shipmnt  t o  hny of the  m e l t a r s  
a c o e p t i z  61;ch mtar-id.  

I ceii s t a t e  def in i te ly  tfiet the  ores you ship  aorrf ion 
t h i e  croppi% oociy dl1 vary betwean 2 and 3 l~aroent  coFpsr and 
.tnet you sill hava t o  oattiin s su l t ab l e  special grm:urn i n  order 
t o  riine tu.? a r k e t  tkaae orss  an6 avoid sarious f inanc ia l  loas.  

It is t r u e  tha t  your f s t h s r ' s  operations of severe1 yeara 
ago netted r? copper o re  of general higher tenor but none or t t e s e  
undergmmd narrow vein ores a r e  nor evai lahle  and s t i u l d  not be 
comidered. Your present yroblam is t o  f ind weye and means of 
shipping the.eouth-gest cropping copper bodies. 

' Yours very t ru ly ,  

Bndrer Macfsrlme, Fie ld  Engineer ~ 


