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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA 

PRIMARY NAME : BLACKBIRD MINE 

ALTERNATE NAMES : 
COYOTE MANGANESE 
GEER MINE 

PIMA COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 589 

LOCATION : TOWNSHIP 16 S RANGE 7 E SECTION 1 QUARTER C 
LATITUDE : N 32DEG 03MIN 24SEC LONGITUDE : W IIIDEG 35MIN OOSEC 
TOPO MAP NAME : SAN VICENTE - 15 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS : EXP PROSPECT 

COMMODITY : 
MANGANESE 

BIBLIOGRAPHY : 
ADMMR BLACK BIRD MINE FILE 



BLACK BIRD MINE REFERENCES 

Pima County MILS Index #589 

AKA: Coyote Manganese 

Pan Tak, AZ 7.5' Tapa (included in file) 

PIMA COUNTY 
COYOTE DIST . 
Tl6S R7E Sec . 1 
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, 
N.AM~ OF MINE: COYOTE COUNTY: PIMA. 

DISTRICT: • 
I.lET/WE: . lIN 

O:EI]ll.lATOR 11lID ~IDD:HESS~ Iffi1E STl\.'J:'l'S 
DATE: 

5/1/44 E. 1'. Freilinger, Box 261, : 5/1/44 
Tucson, Arizona 
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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
MINERAL BUILDING, FAIRGROUNDS 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

gee-eifhe·t" -H1o , - H-.5-7 

February 11, 1958 

To the Owner or Operator of the Arizona Mining Property named below: 

r­
COyarE 

(Property) 
MANGANESE 

(ore) 

We have an old listinlj of thl;! above property which we would like to have 

brought up to date. 

Please fill out the enclosed Mine Owner's Report form with as complete detail 

as possible and attach copies of repor~, maps, assay returns, shipment returns 

or other data which you have not sent us before and which might interest a 

prospective buyer in lookins at the property. 

Ene: Mine Owner's R~port 

FRANK P. KNIGHT, 
Director . 



BLACK BIRD MINE 

COYOTE r~lANGANESE 

PDlA COUNTY 
COYOTE D IST • 

T16S, R7E, sec 1 
Del Peterson called to say that he was unable to come up with sufficient grace 
of manganese at the Black Bird Mine to ~.,arrant further work there. 

lAS \l7R 5/19/ 67 
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August 26, 1942 

lijiMORANDUll 
v 

COYOTE Mn~ 

To: 
From: 

Director, Dept. Mineral Resources 
George A. Ballam 

This property is situated about 42 miles west of Tuqson, 
2 miles .. to the south of the Ajo road. It is owned "by H.N:Johnson, 
D.R.Colter, both of Peoria, Ill., and E. J. Freilinger of Tucson • 

• The manganese ore, psilomelane, occurs in ribs of a series 
of parallel ridges, northernmost spurs of the Baboquivari Mts. 
One of these has been opened up for 8. distance of 150' wi th 
ore showing the entire length about six feet in width. A shaft 
about 30' showed ore dipping to the east. 

The owners have three men working. They ship~ed 12 tons to 
the Phx stockpile which assayed 31.55% Mn. Mr Snow is allowing 
them to sweeten this ore with another load which is of higher 
grade, containing considerable float and expected to run about 
40% or better. I~ the grade can be maintained they will continue 
to ship. However, I am dubious about keeping the grade up 
consistently and believe rough concentration will be necessary 
to remove slabs of lime which occur in the fissures and which 
adhere to the broken ore bringing down the grade. They discussed 
a mill. They have a jaw crusher, and I believe a set of rolls 
would reduce the ore to 4-mesh without making undue fines. The 
ore is dense and brittle, unlike most of that in this area which 
is porous and cannot be reduced without excessive fines. It 
would be amenable to jig treatment and would probably make a 
good product. There is sufficient ore in sight to warrant such 
a mill. There is ample water six miles east at t~le olc_ RC2.c:Side 
mine. 

The owners have returned to Peoria, and if they cannot r2-ise 
funds for a compressor, jackharmner, and some milling equipment, 

~~~~' jig, table, etc. will ~::;t~iJ:;;;: 



August 19, 1942 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Direcyor, Dept. Mineral Resources 
From: George A. Ballam 

. , 

Colter and Johnson 
Mn near Sells 

Colter and Johnson of Peoria,Ill., have a manganese property 
located near Sells. They were indefinite as to other details of 
location. It supposedly samples about 48% and they claim they 
can ship 35% or better. 

They plan on taking a load up to the 
made a tentative appointment for me to go 
lVi th them on Sunday. .r /~. , 

/ '. ~' 
./ .. . 

./ /' .. . 
C;, ;f~::.~,;:'-. {: . ~ 
.. "". /.£: 

{l ~ 
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DEPAk (MENT OF · MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

8 & "eln .. ,. __ iiUCliJ g 8 

NEWS IT]M 

Mine I Gar U' Date Feb. 4,1952. 

District Coyote Mining Dist., Pima Co. Engineer Axel L. Johnson 

Subject: News IteJP,--- Source of Information--- Personal Visit. 

Location 44 miles west of Tucson, along the Aho Road--- 1/2 mile north of the road. 
0ee,.fA,h r -v 

.g =: Allen V. Geer, 1319 1/2 E. Indio Street, Tucson, Ariz • 

.QJ;e;t{f;~ S J d: .IAYlUJ1~ F'lvIU'Jrl" j)o't.h~;nu,:f ~ TvG-So~ Al"l i... 

Metals Found "Manganese 

Men Emp~oyed 4 

Production Rate An average of about 10 tons per day, while doing development work. 

_illing Facilities None. . believe the ore would have to be upgraded by some 
milling equipment in order to be able to produee ore running over 40 %. If some 
milling equipment would be installed, there, undoubtedly, would be quite a bit of 
low grade ore that could be milled, which now is too low grade for shippjlng. 

Geology ¥anganese vein, which dips almost vertical, and is about 3 ft. wide, is 
found in a country rock which resembles Rhyolite. 

Ore Values Varies to a great extent in different parts of the vein. Range is 
all the way fram 20 % to 40 %. 

Old Workings None. This is a new prospect. 

Present Operations Sinking a vertical shaft, which 1s now down about 15 ft. 

Proposed Work To continue sinking the shaft t and also to run drifts from same. 

Proposed Plans Considering a Government Exploration Loan, and said that he 
would gather data on costs of sinking and drifting etc. Plans to ask for 
exploration loan for shaft sinking, and drifting tram same. He may also ask for 
~ loan for diamond drilling. 



Mine ~lack bird Mine 
"""--------,....,.. 

DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date May 2 6, 1952. 

District Coyote Mining Dist., Pima 00. Engineer Axel L. Johnson 

Subject: Present Status 

Location_/ 44 miles west of t'ucson, along the AJ;o Road-- 1/2 miles i'i. of the road. 
J l 

Owner Arizona Fluorspar Development 00.---- ~rank A. Peyton, Secretary, 
. /- 1119 E. 29th S,t., Tucson, Ariz. 

'" Leaser and Operator Allen V. Geer, 1319 1/2 E. Indio Street, 'Iucson, Ariz. 

Metals Present ~.nganese 
Men Employed None at present. Mine has been closed down for 2 months. Operator 
plans to resume operations on June 2, employing 4: men. 

~roduction Rate No production at present. Operator expects to produce about 
6 tons per day after operations are resumed on June 2. 

Milling Facilities None. Operator is considering the installation of some 
milling equipment for upgrading some of the ore which is too low a grade for direct 
shipping to ileming. There is a considerable tonnage of this low grade ore. 

Geology Manganese ore found in a vein, 2 to 4 ft. wide, dipping 80 deg. i~. The 
hanging and foot,valls are rhyolite. 

Ore Values Varies greatly in diilterent parts ot the vein. Range -is all the 
way from 20 to 40 %. Operator believes he can keep it up to 30 % by proper sorting 
out of the rock from the hanging wall and footwall. 

Old Workings A few open cuts in other parts of the property made by the former 
owner, E. J. Freilinger. 

.t'resent Workings 
36 ft. level. 

~as a vertical shaft down 36 ft. with 16 ft. of drifting on the 

Proposed work Mr. Geer has contracted with 4 men to do the mining for $10.00 
per ton, Lreer furnishing the explosives, air and water, operations to start on June 2. 
he has also contracted with another party to haul the ore to Deming at ~10.00 per 
ton. According to the agreement, the miners will receive a bonus i! the are 

runs over 30 per cent, and a reduction if the ore runs less than 30 per cent. 

~ast Production Mr. u.eer shipped 118 tons to Deming, N. Mex. between the time 
he started operations ~n Jan. until the mine was closed down 2 months agot. This 
are averaged only 21 %. The reason given by Mr. Geer for this low content is that 
the miners were careless about sorting the ore, and shipped too much rock along vdth 
the are. 

rroposed rlans (1) Sink the shaft to a depth of 100 ft. and then cross cut. 
(2) Apply for an exploration loan for exploring another section 

of the property, which is composed of 2 unpatented claims. 



TO:. 

FROM: 

April 23, 1943 

George A. Ballam 

j. S. · Coupal 

Freilinger Mine 
v Black Bird 

I wrote you a memorandum on this property before 
rinding your memorp~dum of April 20. I will submit 
this memorandum to Earl tiastings and if sufricient, 
it may not bo necessary to e:xamine the mine. 

I will ask Earl to s.dVlse you. 



ID.MO H./-\NDUM 

TO : George A. Ballam 

FROM: J. S. Coupal 

Apl,"ll 23 J 1943 

RFC Mine Applications 
SelJ ?eudi~b Information 

There are two applications on hand in the office which being held 
up for lack of proper infor~tion. One is the ;roperty owned by 
Margaret '!f'r::;ilinger, 41~ South ;!'ourth Avenue, Tucson, on ',V'h ich Barl 
Hastings wrote you a memorunau::n on Jdarch 16. The other is J. W. Ea.st­
burn. Douglas. on which Earl wrote you a meJ.nor~dum on March 23. 

It will be necessa l"'J f'or us to hold w; the reViews on the 
a pplications until we hear fr~~ Y0u. 

I believe you have been on the Ii'railingsr property so fI"':>Dl your 
notes you should be able to immediately get work to Earl as to the 
highlights so ' that he may render a fair decis1on~ 

I am now talking with f':al'l and he does llOt f';el as though the 
Eastburn property justifies a special trip to Douglas for this 
property. Sowevel". until we hear from you ;)ll this property and also 
on the other. the reviews au the loans will be held up. 

I do not like to interf'er .With your pl;'DC! for taking it easy 
during the n ext t wo we~ks, but you csn judea Jette!" t~lan we can the 
importance of~1ther getting t hes e two loans revi ewed so that they 
\rill be prepared for the prop&r hands or elsa returning them like 
they are now until ufter YOlJ:;..· -vacation is over a.'ld you ca ll l'Ilalt.e the 
examinstionWithout a special trip. 

On second thought I believe it " .. auld be advisable to try and 
. makc3 t h e Douglas property ai ther Friday or S~lturday 11' you can possibly 
do so. 



R . ~ C. 

April 20, 1943 

To: ~2.rl 1'. Hastings 
J'rOl?l: GAOJ7ge J,-.a ?::: ~_ ].l22· -:. 

I lookect over t;d.s :9ro:Q~ ~' ~t.~,. J.2. S7:, S'.t'11"~:r:' and feel ce:::-t ain 
th3.t I sent a neno L1 OZl it at t:l:.'J. ·::; Lj,t:l. I had seen a m.r:10er ,yf' 
~-llallg8. !lCSA )llO~)eT~~6 S ~=,r:' r:· ::, a!: O' -:~~ -:f1. -r~ ·'~::· .:P, ! :' ~_~.'~ ~ "/~' 7 :-=7 -;(:.:; -,!.. " ~. ntnnber 
since. JB~T way of conparison, :r. ,:.~ n() 'i~ think I ha78 seen '.me ~'ri t~: 

t;1C )ossioili ties of g:);)C~ -t,o '.1.'J.3.gc 1"lhim:h there are here. I:J. artrliti,()::l, 
tl1i3re is less ga~Jgue ana. so::.~':,i c :.g is l"Q.s~. P ::'. Of course, this :!18.:~ l10"~ 

be muct of a rec OLmlellC.atio:n, =-Ol~ I 1~.a"Je21' " ~, :'p"~. 8 '38:: r· :r. :~. ~'F'S"" 

to get excited.about. Freilinger, however, had been able' to sh.i:p 
better tllan 3(}/~ grade which he claims ran 38;~ 8.ccording t o Lee 30/61'. 
Ee "lill have little cUfficulty making plenty of 30<;S grade, and if 
carefully sort ed, much of it should ship to Phoenix. 

The ore body itself mevers a large area on the north­
jutting ribs of the Barboquivari ~'.Itso At a de:pth of at least thirty 
feet there is ore showing, and I followed the main outcrop and sone 
parallel ribs for several hundred feet. At intervals, these vrere 
opened up, at yoints where operators had thought high-gT~de ore might 
be taken out. The main cut "las a couple of hundred feet long and 
so""e ti.10 hundred tons of ore VTere on t l.'!. 8 dump "!hich I believed would 
run better than 25 50, and was to be sorteo.. ,since this tiJll8 30re 
w'Ork has besn done, and Tilore ore ex) osed. 

If it is feasible to ship 30;'; manganese from anj":'There 
in the state, then this :property should be in p~:oduction, an(:t it ,lill 
undoubtedly, on sorting, produce considerable ore of the hig.."rJ.8:::- g!'2.de. 



April 13. 1943 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: George A. Bal1am 

:mOM: ~8rl F . Hastings 

YOU mentioned durin i Jour recent visit to Phoenix some­
thing concerning the Freiiinger man5~nese property called 
the Black Bird. If ye·t[ woul.d drop :me a illamorandUlL!. giving 
Ille y')ur--T;il.pr·G~1si::;ns, I "Nould oi:ypreciut3 it very much as I 
hsve 11::1d t~is docket tor a ce-nsiderable time peneling some 
kind of- iH:i:-':~ rruC) tion. 

I am. ,~nc1osi:;.; a c:;-) y of my previous melllc)randum in case 
you UO :let recalltlle )C'oPGl"t;r fr')l:1 the above descri ::.: 't:::'::::n. 

P. 5.. .1 run also u')llin L,; tile Eastbu.rn d.oc ~:,= t sub ject to Y':)Ur 
next visit to the Dougl~8 ar.ea. 



l~ ....... . . 

rAarcL 16, 1943 

TO: George A. Bal1~ 

FROM: Earl i'. Has t ings 

vi 
M.argaret and E. J. Freilinger, 414 South Fourth A.enue, 

Tucson. have made aplllication for a "e" loan on a manganese 
property in the Coyote .::Jining District in. the Fapa2;o Indian 
Reservation. 

There are some ;::pen cuts and so forth iVtich shew considerable 
luw grs.de ·.:l.anganese. 'fhey wish to strip 'lui te aD. ar;:la of the 
hillside and :nino !.'roTIl e. ;1 t assorti::J.,s theJr.::: i:;.t·) two grades J 

':lie!? :I'or Phoenix, anti vilE. for: Del"D.i G.6e 

l'h<."Y. iHive o i':{'ered 2. nllillDer or' S::: ::'iil s s ;htiei I nota assay 
hi gher tilan any or [;he silipJl6nts ~'il1ich t L'B] have :.1l:ide. The 
~lrov:.rtj d08S not, lock too bod but thOUg11t it illi@;ht La worth­
while talking to th!3ill E:bout it and see if you can get any 
1'urther inj\)rmatlon. 'riley Sti.:.'<t3 the: t so;:ae t3St work wa. ,.> done, 
but not cOLlpleted, by the Gnive:cs1ty,: l~, therefore, may be 
possible to get So.Ji8 igl\:'l';:ua tion frq:n Hilson :)r Crabtree. 

" 
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April ~24, 1943 

i 
\ . 

L. 
~ : ' 

; . 
'. \ 
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TO -
.L _ 

George A.. Ballam 
! . 

FR-JM: sari F. Hastings 

'I'hank you for ths information ,:m the Freilillger 
pro~J " rty. It 1s suf'i'lcient anti an eXdlliLlatiou ifHi 
IT.)1; be re'luil"ed. 



.lIt1r. Hoger I. 0. Manning, 
otate Dept. of ~ineral Hesour~es, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

Dea r ]loger: 

iucson, Ariz., 
iiJ.8y 27, 1952 • 

This mine was reported to you un~ date of Feb. 40 
at that time. (Reported then, as the Geer Mine) 

I was out there 

According to the information I received from Mr. Gear at that time, he 
~. ueer,was the owner of the property a~d he was calliug it the "Geet-Mine'1 

.-..-
I find now that the Arizona Fluorspar Development Co. are the owners of 

the property, and that Mro Geer isJl.Ow leasing from them.. Also that they are 
now ea.lling it the • 'Black Bird Mine" again, which was the same name as used by 
E • .J ;Vheilinger, when--1fg Wa~ ttie oWner, some years agoo 

Evidently, the agreement between the Arizona Fluorspar Development Co., 
and Mr. Geer was changed from a direct sale to a lease. 

The report I sent in under date of S Feb. 4, called Geer Mine, should, 
therefore, be filed under the name of Black Bird Mine. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Axel L. .Johnson, 
Box 390, Tucson, Ariz. 




