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ACCESS STATEMENT 

These digitized collections are accessible for purposes of education and research. We 
have indicated what we know about copyright and rights of privacy, publicity, or 
trademark. Due to the nature of archival collections, we are not always able to identify 
this information. We are eager to hear from any rights owners, so that we may obtain 
accurate information. Upon request, we will remove material from public view while we 
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CONSTRAINTS STATEMENT 

The Arizona Geological Survey does not claim to control all rights for all materials in its 
collection. These rights include, but are not limited to: copyright, privacy rights, and 
cultural protection rights. The User hereby assumes all responsibility for obtaining any 
rights to use the material in excess of “fair use.” 

The Survey makes no intellectual property claims to the products created by individual 
authors in the manuscript collections, except when the author deeded those rights to the 
Survey or when those authors were employed by the State of Arizona and created 
intellectual products as a function of their official duties. The Survey does maintain 
property rights to the physical and digital representations of the works. 

QUALITY STATEMENT 

The Arizona Geological Survey is not responsible for the accuracy of the records, 
information, or opinions that may be contained in the files. The Survey collects, catalogs, 
and archives data on mineral properties regardless of its views of the veracity or 
accuracy of those data. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Mining Records Curator 

Arizona Geological Survey 
1520 West Adams St. 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 
602-771-1601 

http://www.azgs.az.gov 
inquiries@azgs.az.gov 



PRINTED: 05-07-2009 

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: BENTONITE MINE 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
BELLUS 
BOUSE AREA CLAY 

LA PAZ COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 304 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 7 N RANGE 17 W SECTION 25 QUARTER NW 
LATITUDE: N 33DEG 55MIN 15SEC LONGITUDE: W 113DEG 58MIN 56SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: UTTING - 15 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
CLAY BENTONITE 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
KEITH, S.B., 1978, AZBM BULL. 192, P. 166 
ADMMR BENTONITE MINE FILE 
IND MINERALS, ADMMR MIN RPT NO 2, 1978, P. 66 
AZBM BULL. 180, P.329, 333 
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DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

MINE OWNER'S REPORT 

Date May 24. 1940 

1. Mine Bentonite 2. Location Bouse, Ariz 0 

3. Mining District & County Flomoso-Yuma Co. 

4. Former name 

5. Owner John Bellus 6. Address (Owner) Bouse, Ariz. 

7. Operator 8. Address (Operator) 

9. President, Owning Co. 

10. Gen. Mgr. 

9A. President, Operating Co. ;,;-

14. Principal Minerals Bentoni te V''''''" 
11. Mine Supt. 1 5. Production Rate 

12. Mill Supt. 1 6. Mill: Type & Cap. 

13. Men Employed 17. Power: Amt. & Type 

18. Operations: Present 

1 9. Operations: Planned 

20. Number Claims, Title, etc. 80 acres. pla.cer 

2 1. Description: Topography & Geography Alluvial deposit, level 

22. Mine Workings: Amt. & Condition 



I , 

3. Geology & Mineralization probably an ancient lake bed 

.4. Ore: Positive & Probable, Ore Dumps, Tailings ;300,000 tons 

4A. Dimensions and Value of Ore body There is an area of 5 or 6 acres that has practicaly 
no overburden, proven dept of more than 25 feet by auger holes, character of clay 
very uniform 

.5. Mine, Mill Equipment & Flow-Sheet 

.6. Road Conditions, Route 2 mile to improved highway, 3 miles to railroad ore ramp 

.7. Water Supply abundant at shallow depth 

,8. Brief History Located by present owner 1936 

9. Special Problems, Reports Filed 

O. Remarks 

1. If property for sale: Price, terms and address to negotiate. 

· 32. Signature . .. .... . (>~ ...... ~ .............. . 
3. Use additional sheets if necessa7" / 
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Mine Bentom te ClB:Y :Mine 

District Bouse 

Subject: Bentonite Clay 

DErARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOUR~e:S 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date July 12, 1939. 

Engineer Elgin B • Holt, 
P. O. Box 288, 
Kingman, .Ariz. 

BRIEF REPORT .Q1! PROPERTY 
.. 

Our Engineer visited property in company with S. J. Curtis, on July 
12, 1939; said property being looated about 6 miles South from Bouse, 
Arizona. 

~ 

Curtis &. Hatton, Bouse, Arizona, own and have State leases on 720 acres 
of land on which Bentonite clay deposits are found throughout this entire 
area. Only open cuts for sampling have been run at various paints on 
outcroppings of' Bentonite. At one point a cut 20 feet in length indi
cates that the Bentonite blanket vein at that place, which dips at an 
angle of 20 degrees from horizontal, has a width of 10 feet; but as foot 
wall was not exposed, the vein 1s likely much wider. The Bentonite mater
ial here seems to be of fairly even texture and Curtis · said clay removed 
f'rom this opening absorbs about 10 parts of water to one part Bentonite; 
that an engineer representing the Filtrol Corporation ··some time ago 
made an exa:mination of property and pronounced the clay of good q:uality; 
but not suited to the uses of' his corporation. 

Todate, not enough work has been done so that an estimate could be made 
as to tonnage, etc.; but unquestionably property has all the ear-marks 
that a very large tonnage of clay could be exposed by a limited ~ount 
of work. 

As property is reached from Bouse over a level hard mesa road, B distance 
of less than 6 miles, hauling costs per ton of material to railroad 
should not exceed $1.00. 

For sale~ 'Terms on application 
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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
MINERAL BUILDING, FAIRGROUNDS 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

August 21, 1958 
" 

To the Owner or Operator of the Arizona Mining Property named below: 

Bentonite Mine (Yuma County) bentonite 

(Property) (ore) 

We have an old listing of the above property which we would like to have 

brought up to date. 

Please fill out the enclosed Mine Owner's Report fOnD with as complete detail 

as possible and attach copies of reporm, maps, assay returns, shipment returns 

or other data which you have not sent us before and which might interest a 

prospective buyer in looking at the property. 

Enc: Mine Owner's Report 

FRANK P. KNIGHT, 
Director. 



'ho made inquiry tor the same with referenco to mining p!"operty Listed with the Dejlirtment ot M1nernl Resources. 

1. s. Cou~al. D1reeto~ 



ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES 

,. 

INFORMATION FROM MINE CARDS IN MUSEUM 

r ' ---.--- --

ARIZONA 

LAPAZ coumy 

Bouse 

hfidr L.m~4 l'silomelane 
~M 1144 Manganite xls 
MM 1263 Ferromanganese 

/, ~'1 5819 Clay-processed 
MM 7237 Hematite 
11M 7453 Hematite -

k068 Stibni te 

\ 
I 

J 



IJ 

J .. 
BOUd8. 
Ariwna. 

17 November 191;.1 

Curtis, 

He have tOd~1y gi'len. a copy of Field Eng~neers 
:U~port COYfL'1ng the BI'1\J irONIS: [~ CL~Y I,IL~E in Yuma County 
to Mr. John A. Lentz, Jr."., Il.jo, Arizonu, ;\Tith tnd reclue ~ ;t 
tLat he cono.ullic a te;/itL you directly shoul j, ~~O d :;,u i re 
addi-t ionicl in:"'o ',::ua'ti on. 

Nith DeB t '.Vi.'3hos , Ul1 ~. trus tiaD th2c t thi :3 con
tact ~ ;H:1y ;)8 __ elpful t;o you, I c.t nl 

Charls s F. Willis 
Chairman, Boarr] of Governors 

jrf 
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" 21 May 1940 

judge Bellas. 
JU8tice of the Peace, 
Bouse, Ariz,ona. 

Dear Judge Bellas: 

.. ", I have been informed that you have a large 
ben~onite deposit. We occasionally have inquiries ·:for 
bentoJll!il'ie. and I find that we do not have 8. re.port on 
your pi-op'erty .. 

I am enclosing herewith a blank Mine uwners 
Report. which I should suggest that you will out in detail 
end return for our tiles so that we may have the in to rrnati on 
available. 

If there are any special ohareoteristios in 
your bentoli te·) mention of them should be m~d8in your re
port . .·.r: 

lSC·jrf 
mel. 

Wi th best wishes t I 8..11 

... . ;: .:-

Yours ve-:'y truly, 

J. S. Ooupal 
Director 
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