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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES FILE DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: BEN HUR GROUP 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 

MARICOPA COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 557 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 6 N RANGE 4 E SECTION 29 QUARTER NW 
LATITUDE: N 33DEG 50MIN 27SEC LONGITUDE: W IllDEG 58MIN 26SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: CAVE CREEK - 7.5 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: UNKNOWN 

COMMODITY: 
GOLD 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
ADMMR BEN HUR FILE 



BEN HUR GROUP REFERENCES 

Maricopa County MI~S- Index #577 

Thomasen, A. M. liThe Cave Creek Mining District ll
, Geology file 

Cave Creek, AZ 7.5 1 T9Po (included in file) 

MARICOPA COUNTY 
CAVE CREEK D1ST. 
T6N R4E Sec. 29 NW 
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B~nr Hur Incor~orat~d 

. und~r th~ 
laws of 

mining Jlrlzona 
I 

f;apitalilation 

Company $2,000,000 
tr~a$urv Stock 

$500,000 
-- ----

No liability of stockholders-all stock full 
paid and non-assessable. 

( )FFT CE H.S. 

,J"~"ldl I L ('I'\'a ll1 ,-r, Prl'~id('nt, 

l'hoentx. ArTzo nn. 

Il. :\1 . I'll nlla 11, \'iee - Pre~i(h>nt, 

Phoenix, ,\rizona. 

II. I'. Il,-:\llIlld, Tn.'a~ure l· , 

Phoenix, Arizona. 

:\""l'i (1~1"'I'I1, ~ (,( 'I'('tary, 

Phoenix, Arizuna. 

1)1 It r;:( :T( 1I ~S . 

1 I . ,\1 . 1 '111'111 ; ' n. 
.J" ~" ,,II I: . ('I ·(>:1 111pr. 

If. P. DI':;\lun<1. 
J. l\L.S\\·dn:!r!l, 

' N eri Osborn. 

I t " f"I'( ' IW"~ : Any hank or lt ~ ading 

l)u"i l il;~s h,)u~e of Phoenix, Arizona. 

'(90 tfie 171Vest~'T . , , 

1'; 1\' n t' ll JIllr ;\Tining ('nmp;ll1Y i~ ;I n 

,\ rizoll<t !."Jrl·".ll'<llion. !Ilacl ~ II" of Ari

?cnn }lH'n . The ('Ill'l'ora 1 if,,, r\\\'l!~, (ree 

of all d ebt. liahiily or inC'uml)ran('t>, a 
H'llW rka bly n tll' :lclh'p gll l11 mill t',. Tht:' 

~t()('kh()I,1 (' r~ a r (' n ot \\.(':\ \th~' l111'n: 

o tlwndsl'. n o stock \"null! be o f(pn'd 

fnr s rll p. Hut tl1<'Y :lr (~ l'P[llltah]p husi-

11f.' ~~ n 11<1 prl/f f'~i () lI:t I 111 (' 11. TllPY lla \'f' 

b ee ll l'itiz('ns of J'hoen ix, Illosl of th r' lIl. 

for a. St'(lI',- of yen r~. J\,ll o( lh"lll h a \'(' 

Itad f' x\J P I'i ,' Il<':t:' ill millillg, alld they 

KIlO\\' \\·hai. ;t IJlin c is . 

>ro prope rly o pen the Hell Bur for 

practical npt·ra lion it is nf" : N~sar:r to 

run a :.lIllI-foot tUlIll e l, I'UI1 drifts on the 

1"'f1g'(', \IJl-rai~e to the ~ul"fa'eror ail' 

c irculation, put in a mill' of pipe lin(' 

to bring \\':1 t e l' to th e prnperty, and 

en-d a ~()-Sl ; IIllP Illill. 

To Illake these illlPl"() .\ 'c m entf' it i~ 

Tl c·( '('~~al"Y to 1':1 i s\' 

Ihidy t hnIIS: '"" dlll\;II'!-I. 

'I'll 1':1 Is, ' this lllllll"~ · . 

til" "IJtin' (':lItit.aliz:I1.i')1l 

asid e as tn' HSUl"Y ~t() ('k . 

apl))'oxi',I:ltl'ly 

(IIII'· fOIl r! It of 

has Il l"'1! Sl·t 

This tn-:lsury 

stock is n o\\' offcred f o r sak', :.tnd \\'ill 

})~: k(: "t Oil s;i1e until th o:! !"('ljuirec1 funrl s 

an~ l'aisP(l. 

The pa r \ ':t ltl e of (>ach sharp of stock 

is $1.00. Cn til furth er notice, this stock 

""". ,..r . ... _ ..,. . "" :. ~ 

: ,:.:;:: •. ~J.~' ., .... . .. . ..... :~i":~.:. : :: !:!': .. ~: . 'c :.'\:.~·: t-S{' 

\\' ill Il l' ~()Id at 1;' l'e nt~. ~\~ t1e\'el n p

tn en t pI·oeeed~. h')\\' (' \' er , th e pric f' " ' ill 

hp a ll\' :lIlI'l'<1 front tim e to tim f'. 

Th e lll'oceed~ n f the ~t() ck will go into 

hone!3t development and equlpnH'nt of 

til,' propcrt:'-'-nut an oflicer of the COlll

pany n'("Pi\'('~, Ol' " ' ill r ece ive, a d u llar 

of sa lnry until the mine is a dividend

payer. And th en , all salaries ,\'ill be 

on a strictly bu siness hasis. In othf'r 

words, this i~ a purely business en

t l' l'J)ri~p, having in hand th e legitimate 

rlen~lopment and o p eration of a milH' , 

a nd the busihess will b e co lt l1uc t ed in 

th e intere!-'l o f t he ~hareholders. Th e 

hooks ",ill a!\\'ays be open for inspec

tion. 

Th '~ mine, likewise, is open to in~pec

ti <.' n, and the closest examination is in

vited. 
,\Vhlle the ~to ('k will be sold \vhere

eve r ther e i s a marke t f o r it, the ofIi

C(>l'S and direc lors take great plea~ure 

in giving this opportunity to their 

fri ends and neighbors to join them in 

th e enterprise. It is their firm helief 
t h!l t. ~H1('h :t IIWrI todOUR speculn.tl VP. 

ill\'t.~tIlH'\lt hilS not been otTc n ' tl to tlw 

pu\)li(~ In J"\ 'cc nt y ears. 

A ~pe(' ulati on? To be sure. It i~ an 

axiom that eve ry mining inve~tment is 

:L ~r)eculatioll. II is an n.xiom tha t "no 

man can see into the ground." It is 

1,os!'iihle, of cour~e, that the great 

(juanlity of ore already in sight may 
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"play 'O\lt" five feet below the present 

workIng's-but !iuch a thing would set 

at naught all geological law, and would 

'Constitute a miracle in min~raJ forma

tions. Your investment is a specula

tion, because it will reQuil'e nearl~~ a 

year to make the development ani! 

install the equipment proposed, and it 

will be a year before the mine iR on II. 

producing basts. 

No honest mnnagement can offer a 

mine In the prospect stage to Investors 

and claim In good faith that profits 

from increased value of stock or from 

QP~ration of the property ean be ex

pected "next week." or "next rnonth," 
TIH',' pfllJ'f'. \lTlI('!'1~ YOIl ~nn nfl'nJ'(; til 

wnlt at Ipa~t R yeH r' for relurnR. <10 not 

Invel'lt. And you can depend upon It 

that any mining company which orren; 

great profits from rise in stock or da7.

zltng dlvidend~ from the reduction c:yf 

ore as an Immediate result of your 

investment. is "a good thing to let 
alone." 

As a matter of fact, a legitimate 
mining company, operating a real 
mine a.nd offering stock for Its act
ual value, Is handicapped by the 

prevailing methods of "promoters," 

east and west. who make the most ex

travagant and absurd claims. In 

short, a'mlnlng proposition offered in 

good faith and on business lines, is at 
8. disadvantage, because the public 

docs not discrimina.te between tran~

parent frauds and legitimate enter
prises. But the Ben Hur company 

does not propose to enter into compe

tition with the men who do tlwir 

mining in the pockets of credulous in

vestors. 

It Is the conftden t belief of every 

~tocJ{holder and officer of the Hen' Hur 

Mining Company thnt safely Inside of 

two years the Ben Hu~ group will be 

worth more than the $2,000,000 at which 

the company is capitalized. The orig

ill~ owners of the property accepted 

stock in the company In full payment 

for th e ir interests. and not a stock
hoJ,ll'" \\'olrl,l ~f'11 hl!4 ~hH"Pl'! to(lay nl'! 

It/w a~1 Ifi ("("lIt!-i·- tJlf' Jll'kp tlx(',l foy' th.~ 

tren . .c;ury stock now olTey·cd. 

Here are some of the reasons why we 

invite our friends to join us in this 

project-the reasons for our confidence 

that within two years every d01lar In

vested now will be returned seven-fold 
-the reasons why we believe that 

-every 15 cents invested now will earn 

large dividends on a par basis for a 
long period of years after the mine has 
been brought into production: 

The Ben Hur group Is situated 32 *' 
miles in a northerly 

Phoenix. the neare;.;t 

direction from 
railroad point, 

and \vas discovered Jess than two years 
~go. TIle group comprises four full 

mining claims each 600x1.500 feet. 

, 
kno\\'!1 as the Grand Yiew. the Grand 

SUl'prl~e. lhe Hf'fU~der, Rn('! the CaPn p . 

They form a compact fluadranglf>. 3,1)00 

ff'pt long and 1.200 feet wide. They 

are traverRc<l by one of the strongest 
ledgeR in Ari7.ona. '1'h(' (')aim~ covpr 

nn abrupt "buttE''' or small mountain 

\\'hich rises to a height ur SOllie- 300 

feet ahove the f-mrrounding county·y. On 

all sides the butte hl predllitous. 

AcroRs it, with a southwesterly and 

northe-asterly strike. lies 8. huge por

phyry dike. clearly cutting the forma

tion. AgainRt this dike lies a ledge 20 

feet wide. On account of the erOfdon 

Ion each side, this ledge stands boldly 
above the for-lllatiOll. nn.l ('an he ~f'en 

(or a. IOIlg' lll~t:tll(·(, . :4u prolllillently 
does It stan<l up thnt it. hag been 

likened to a "roo~ter'::l comb." 

It is In this ledge that the values are 
found. That it was not located anrl 

developed years ago by some of the 

numerous prospectors \ .... ho casually 

looked at it, was due to their belif'{ 

that it was merely "iron." In this re

spect the history of the property is a 

repetition of the history of neaY'ly 
every other mine of proved value in 
the territory-prior to their location 

d07.ens of them were walked over by 
prospectors looking for something 

which \\,ould fit their preconet? i ved 

ideas of \"hat a prospect should be. 

But an experienced miner happened ~ 

'i 
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along on€> (1::\y, nno thE' nen Hur If'clge 
at once attareted his attention. Hp. 
3a\\" that it was a true fissure, unci to 

hi~ minel the "rock·' 100ked pl'omi~ing. 

But he hanlly hoped it wouln run 
"pay," l'or it was then' In l'lueh .... :u;t 

quantities that It hardly seemed possi

ble that Nature had been so lavish 

with her treasure. Undoubtedly, this 

was the very reason \yhich led former 

pr03pectors to neglect this ledge. 
\ 

But this miner, John Osborn, deter-

mined to test the ore. He crushed and 

"panned" numerous Rumples-the most 

reliable of all methods for determining 

the presence of gold, and to his sur
prise every sample yielded color in 

gratifying quantities. Taking note of 

the dip of the ledge, he 10Rt no time in 

locating the ground. SampleR of the 

ore w('re taken to assayers, and sent 

to assayers In different parts of the 

country, and their returns all bore out 

the Hattering tests made by the pan. 

lt \Val'l "pay" ore of high gradf', un!! 

im;tead of being merely an iron ledge, 
as ('arel(>ss Jlro~pe('ton:; hall supposed, 

It was found that it wa!': a ledge of 
ja!'!per quartz. 

Assay valuP.s wet'e found to be alI 

the way fnlln $1.00 to $500.00 a ton. A 

prospect hole qul('~ly c1evf:'loped It y('ln 

of Ore 4 feet In width \yhleh would 

average $15 per ton, ~trong. This hole 

was sunk at the ~mlTlmit of the butte. 

To (leterl11lne the length or the ort':' 

Rhoot. ;ulOthf'I' !'ha ft wns ~unk f>OO ff:'et 

away and gome r,o feet down the mOUll

tain sidf:', in a l'ronoun('(>d fnlcture in 

the If'dg-e. It "·ll!' not €'xpN' led thll t 

OJ'(' In payillg valu('~ would hI' fOlll1d ill 

thi:~ fra('ture, but It \\-:lS efl~Y gr()und 

ill which to sink, anu It was the pur

pose to drift from the shaft to\yard the 

odginal discovery shaft, until the ore 

was encountered. Rut it was found 

that this shaft in the broken formation 

when carried down to a d epth or 60 

feet, was it" ore whi c h "-oul(l ayerage 
$6 per ton in value, throughout. Fur

ther examination of the croppings in 

the v\('lnlty of thl~ ~haft ghowf'o that 

there is a In rge body of high grade ore 

but a little distance to the south, 

which will be encountered by cross

('uttlng to a distance of not more than 

20 feet. This work demonstrated that 

the ledge proper carries good values 

for a much furthf'r distance from the 

dlsl'ovf'ry shaft than had bf'en !mp

posed. It is very rare to find a ledge 

carrying gold in pnylng quantities for 

such a great lateral distance. The 

porphyry dike itself carries good val

ues on the surface, but has not been 

prospected. 

The discovery ~haft waR !'1unk to a 

depth of· 'iO feet. A~ already stated, 

thP. body of high grade ore at the sur

face wa~ 4 feet wide, This body of ore 

increa.!':cs in size with depth. A cros~

('ut at the 70-foot level shows that 

there iR 8 fcpt of ore which will aver

age $Ui per ton. There is also a drift· 

to thp southeast, along the foot wall, 
HIl in high grnue ore. Thl!': drift is 30 

fpet long anll l'amples froIH [H'l'OHS the 

face a.Rsay values averaging $44 pel' 

ton. And this by no means comprises 

the extent or the pay ore, The 20-foot 

ledge is good ore, throughout, The 

second grade ore wll1 average at least 

$6.00 per ton. 'Vhen it is remembered 

that if such an ore body as this aver

aged n~ more than $5,00 per ton it 

would be n. veritable bona.nza, some 
idea may be had as to what it means 

to have 4 to 8 feet of $15 ore and 12 to 

16 feet of $6 ore in a true fissure for
mation. 

Some of the gold mines which have 
made Arizona famous have are bodle!': 

which have not averaged more than 2 

feet in width, the values of whIch have 

not exceeded $14 per ton. And many 

of the grea t gold bonanzas of the 

world depend on ore worth le!'ls than 
$5 per ton. 

The ore in sight in the Ben Hur jus

tifies the most sanguine expectationR 

of a great future for the property. In 

the hands of people of excitable tem

perament, this property would be 

classed a!'! the premier gold mine 0 ·( 

this treasure territory. 



The Ben Hut Compnny is content to 

claim that no other mine in Arl7.ona 

has made such a flattering showing 

with the same amount of development. 

On account of the precipitous char

acter of the sides of the mountain, it 

iR not advisable to erect the redu c tion 

plant on the summit, at the site of thp 

dlscoyery shaft. Fortunately, 150 feet 

below the summit, there is an excellent 

mill-site, from which the grounu fall s 

away in such manner as to afford ideal 

facilities for a dump. 

It is proposed to run a tunnel from 

this mill-site, straight into the moun

tain, squarely cross-c1ltting the POT

phyry dike 0 .1Id the ledge JWOrH'I". Till' 

dike will be encountererl at a distance 

of 300 feet, and from this point the 

(liRtance to the surface will b e 1fiO (pet. 

Connection will be made with the 70-

foot shaft, for alr-circulatlo n, and 

drifts will be run on the ledge to the 

full length of the are shoot. From the 

tIoor of the tunnel to the surface the 

great body of ore known to exist will 

furnish stapes sufficIent to keep a 

stamp mill in ope ration for many 

years. From the floor of the tunnel a 

shaft will b e sunk on the are, and the 

Jnlrlf~ opene(l In accordancc with th e 

best englnec rlng principles . 

As a matteI' of course, a 20-Rtamp 

mm will not be adequate for thIs prop

erty, and as rapidly as good manage-

ment jUf'tifi cs, the mill capacity will lJe 

increa sed. 
Hut \\'ith :\ :!O-stalllp mill. tlw l1lil1 ~ 

,yill yi Pl c.\ s;d is{a cton' r e turns . A mill 

of 20 stnmps C'onf'tl'lll:t, ' d nft e!' the 

latef:t J1l ()(ld~ , " ' ill cl'u ::; h ,0 t()n~ (If this 

ore p e l' day . It i~ t' nUr('\~' ~af.-' t .) ~ay 

that the are for th e e ntil'E' ~O [ pt'! of tlw 

lellge ,\'ill a,' e rag-e $10 p e r tnn, :J nd 

t es ts h a y e !"hown thrl t fl t lpa~t $tl.fl() TW I' 

ton of this ' can h e !"rlYe(1 on tIll' p i a t ps 

of' a stamp mill. The tailings will be 

treat ed by the c y a nide pro C'f'SS, in 

tim p, and the hIgh-grade conc('n trn t es 

will he shipped . 

It is very co nservath-e to estimnte 

that the' 01'(' frolll trt.e Hf'; 11ur en 11 1)(' 

mined a llll mill ed for $:l.OO 1'f'1' tOil . 

Upon the pIn les alone. th e r e fore, it is 

saf~ to calculate upon a (lnily r e ve llue 

of $420.00 (rom 20 slumps, allll [i. )l e t 

pI'oflt of $210.00 dail~,r . 

As alrendy inr1i caled, it will b e n ec

essnry to put in a pipe line one mile 

in length, through which ,yate r 'will be 

pumped from Cave creek to ' the milL 

A tank on the mountain will afford 

flne presf:ure for fire protec tion [or the 

mill , and for .the camp below . 

' Vood Cri n be h ad for $3.00 per conI, 

nn(l t.hls l)rlce will hold for Illany y ears 

to cOlnc. 

'rhp. W:1gon 1'0:1(1 t o Phoenix is g'ood 

all the way, and uO\"n-grade, and con

cE.ntrates can be shlppe(1 from the mill 

to I'hl)(~ llix [or ~4 .00 1'1' 1' ton . 

Altngpth e r, the Den Hur 

('oll1p:lny fe e ls justlne(l in snyin 

frit'lId~ that !1n'er in th e hi,, 

\\'f'!"tel'n mining has a 1l10l'P leg 

;111<1 1'1 ' ()1l11~ing in\·f.' ~trll l' lIt 1)('I.' n 

tn t h e JIll blil' . 

TI1 H'!" t 0 rs ('an H'!"t a ssure d tlla 

<lollal' \\"ill be honest Iy and 

11:1 !Idle d alld e Xl' (' n<1 ('(l f o r t.1t 

bvne fit ('[ the Sh :ll'dl(lI<lf'l · ~. 

For rtllY furthl"r infurmation ; 

th e secre tary of the compa ny, 

NERI OSI3 

PhoeJ1ix , .A 

Phoe nix, Arizo na, July, 1902. 
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